Minutes

KY Legislative Ethics Commission

June 8, 2021
The Kentucky Legislative Ethics Commission held its regularly scheduled meeting at 9 a.m. via Zoom video teleconference.
Commissioners Present:  Chairman Dave Nicholas, Sheldon Baugh, Tony Goetz, Ernie Harris, Jr., Vice-Chair Michael Noftsger, Tanya Pullin, Gail Russell, Paula Sherlock and Anthony Wilhoit.
Commissioners Absent: None. 

LEC Staff Present: Donnita Crittenden, Emily Dennis, Laura Hendrix and Lori Smither.
Chairman Nicholas called the meeting to order at 9:03 a.m. 
Chairman Nicholas informed the Commission House Speaker David Osborne appointed Katherine Gail Russell to a four-year term ending in 2025. Judge Wilhoit administered the oath of office.

Chairman Nicholas also stated Senate President Robert Stivers re-appointed him to a four-year term ending in 2025 and appointed former Sen. Ernie Harris to a four year term ending in 2025. Judge Wilhoit administered the oath of office.

Chairman Nicholas informed the Commission a new Chair and Vice-Chair would need to be elected since we haven’t met since April.  Judge Pullin made a motion to re-elect Dave Nicholas as chairman.  Mr. Baugh seconded the motion.  All were in favor.

Mr. Goetz made a motion to re-elect Michael Noftsger as vice-chair of the Commission.  Judge Sherlock seconded the motion.  All were in favor.

Chairman Nicholas asked for approval of the minutes of the April 13, 2021 meeting. Mr. Baugh made a motion to approve the minutes as written. Mr. Goetz seconded the motion. All were in favor.
Mrs. Hendrix presented the staff report. She updated the Commission on the current office procedure. Mrs. Hendrix also stated many informal advisory opinions had been written since the last meeting and they are included in the board books.
Mrs. Hendrix also stated the budget is on track and in good standing.  Vice-chair Noftsger made a motion to approve the budget as written. Judge Pullin seconded the motion. All were in favor.
Mrs. Hendrix discussed the Recommended Changes to the Code of Legislative Ethics.  Vice-chair Noftsger made a motion to approve the changes as written.  Judge Sherlock seconded the motion. All were in favor.
Mr. Goetz made a motion to go into executive session to discuss preliminary inquiries and confidential informal advisory opinions.  Judge Sherlock seconded the motion. All were in favor.
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Mr. Goetz made a motion to come out of executive session.  Judge Wilhoit seconded the motion. All were in favor. Chairman Nicholas stated for the record that all discussions during executive session were limited to preliminary inquiries and confidential informal advisory opinions, and no final agency action was taken.
Concerning the failure to register and report by Child Care Council of Kentucky and its legislative agents, Mrs. Russell made a motion for the Commission to direct the Executive Director to proceed in the normal and usual fashion with the current administrative fine process and to notify all parties involved.  Mr. Goetz seconded the motion. All were in favor.

Chairman Nicholas discussed staff salaries. He recommended the Commission create a committee to meet and discuss this issue. The Chairman then appointed Mr. Goetz as chair, Vice-chair Noftsger, and Judge Wilhoit as members.  Chairman Nicholas asked them to meet and bring recommendations to the Commission at its next meeting.

The next meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, July 13, 2021, at 9 a.m. There being no further business, Mr. Goetz made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Judge Wilhoit seconded the motion. All were in favor.
