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FACTUAL SUMMARY

A non-profit organization registered with the Commission as an "employer" of a "legislative agent" sponsors a legislative reception during the session.  All legislators are invited to the reception along with other guests.  In the past, selected legislators have been invited to serve as co-hosts for the reception.

QUESTION PRESENTED

May a member of the General Assembly serve as a co-host for a legislative reception sponsored by an "employer" of a "legislative agent"?

OPINION

Under the Code of Ethics, it would not be appropriate for a legislator to co-sponsor an event designed to advance the legislative agenda of an "employer" of a "legislative agent".


KRS 6.606 requires that a public official be independent and impartial.  In addition, KRS 6.731 prohibits a legislator from using his official position to secure a privilege or advantage for others.  Co-hosting of an event sponsored by an "employer" of a "legislative agent" would constitute an advantage for that particular "employer" over other "employers" with legislative agendas.

