Minutes

KY Legislative Ethics Commission

January 4, 2017
The Kentucky Legislative Ethics Commission held its regularly scheduled meeting at 10:30 a.m. in Room 154, Capitol Annex, Frankfort, Ky.

Commissioners Present:  Chairman George Troutman, Vice-Chair Pat Freibert, Bob Fulkerson, Elmer George and Anthony Wilhoit.
Commissioners Absent:  Deborah Jo Durr, Tom Jensen and Ken Winters.
Guests:  Representative David Hale and Adam Reeves, Attorney for Rep. Hale.

LEC Staff Present:  John Schaaf, James Curless, Kara Daniel, Connie Evans, Michael Malone and Lori Smither.

Chairman Troutman called the meeting to order. 

Chairman Troutman asked for approval of the minutes of the August 9, 2016 meeting.  Mr. Fulkerson moved and Mr. Wilhoit seconded the motion to approve the minutes as written.  All were in favor.

Chairman Troutman asked for a motion to go into executive session to discuss a pending complaint, pending litigation and personnel issues.  Vice-Chair Freibert moved and Mr. George seconded the motion. All were in favor.

Chairman Troutman brought the Commission out of Executive Session.
John Schaaf presented the staff report.  He informed the Commission the Federal lawsuit involving the Commission, Senator John Schickel v. Craig C. Dilger, is now set for a formal hearing on January 10, 2017.

John Schaaf invited the Commission members back for the second session of the Current Issues Seminar on January 5, 2017.  The speaker will be Norm Ornstein.

John Schaaf discussed the budget.  He informed the Commission the budget was in order.  

Mr. George made a motion to find probable cause of an ethics violation in case 16-LEC-03, Rita Rochelle Rose v. Representative David Hale.  Vice-Chair Freibert seconded the motion.   All were in favor.
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Michael Malone, Enforcement Counsel for the Commission, stated Rep. David Hale is willing to waive his right to a later hearing and proceed to the adjudicatory hearing today.  Mr. Reeves, Rep. Hale’s attorney, agreed that his client was waiving his right to a later hearing and its procedural requirements, and asked to proceed to the adjudicatory hearing. The Commission agreed.

Mr. George made a motion to issue a public reprimand and a civil penalty of $200 for Rep. David Hale in case 16-LEC-03.  Vice-Chair Freibert seconded the motion. All were in favor.
Chairman Troutman asked for a motion to go back into executive session to discuss pending complaints. Vice-Chair Freibert moved and Mr. George seconded the motion. All were in favor.

Chairman Troutman brought the Commission out of Executive Session.

There being no further business, Chairman Troutman adjourned the meeting. 
