Minutes

KY Legislative Ethics Commission

January 7, 2009
The Kentucky Legislative Ethics Commission held its regularly scheduled meeting at 10:30 a.m. in Room 129 of the Capitol Annex, Frankfort, Ky.

Commissioners Present:  Chairman George Troutman, Vice-Chair Rebecca Tomblinson, Bob Fulkerson, Ann Henn, Congressman Romano Mazzoli and Norma Scott
Commissioners Absent:  Pat Freibert and Judge Paul Gudgel
LEC Staff Present:  Judge Anthony Wilhoit, Donnita Crittenden, Connie Evans, Michael Malone and John Schaaf.

Guests:  Representative Tom Burch and David Kaplan, Attorney for Rep. Burch, Steve Newberry, Kathy Groob, Kerry Morgan, Attorney for Mrs. Groob and Mr. Newberry, and Paula Kirby, witness.
Chairman Troutman called the meeting to order.  
Chairman Troutman asked for approval of the minutes of the November 17, 2008 meeting.  Mrs. Tomblinson moved and Mrs. Henn seconded the motion to approve the minutes as written.  All were in favor.

Chairman Troutman asked Michael Malone, Enforcement Counsel, to begin the adjudicatory hearing in complaint 08-LEC-07, Kentucky Legislative Ethics Commission, Michael Malone v. Rep. Thomas Burch.  Mr. Malone stated that there is no factual dispute concerning Rep. Burch’s conduct and recommended Rep. Burch pay an administrative fine of $500 upon his acknowledgement of the violation charged in this case.  Mr. Kaplan, attorney for Rep. Burch, agreed to this disposition, as did Rep. Burch.  Mrs. Tomblinson made a motion to approve an order written by staff, based on Mr. Malone’s recommendation.  Mrs. Scott seconded the motion.  All were in favor.
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Chairman Troutman asked for a motion to enter into executive session to discuss pending complaints.  Congressman Mazzoli moved and Mr. Fulkerson seconded the motion.  All were in favor.

Chairman Troutman asked for a motion to come out of executive session.  Mr. Fulkerson moved and Mrs. Scott seconded the motion. All were in favor.
Chairman Troutman asked for a motion in complaints 08-LEC-04 and O8-LEC-05, Kentucky Legislative Ethics Commission, Michael Malone v. Candidate Kathy Groob and Kentucky Legislative Ethics Commission, Michael Malone v. Candidate Steve Newberry.  Congressman Mazzoli moved that the Commission find no probable cause in either case to proceed any further and issue an order stating such findings.  Mrs. Tomblinson seconded the motion.  All were in favor.  
Chairman Troutman asked for a motion to adjourn.  Mrs. Henn moved and Mrs. Tomblinson seconded the motion.  All were in favor.   Next meeting will be February 10, 2009 at 10 a.m.
