Minutes

KY Legislative Ethics Commission

February 10, 2009
The Kentucky Legislative Ethics Commission held its regularly scheduled meeting at 10:30 a.m. in the Judge’s Conference Room, Court of Appeals Office, 360 Democrat Drive, Frankfort, Ky.

Commissioners Present:  Chairman George Troutman, Pat Freibert, Judge Paul Gudgel (by telephone conference), Ann Henn and Congressman Romano Mazzoli.
Commissioners Absent:  Vice-Chair Rebecca Tomblinson, Bob Fulkerson and Norma Scott.
LEC Staff Present:  Judge Anthony Wilhoit, Crofton Bays, Donnita Crittenden, Connie Evans, Michael Malone and John Schaaf.

Guests:  Ronald Geoghegan, Legislative Agent and James Cox, Attorney for Mr. Geoghegan.
Chairman Troutman called the meeting to order.  
Chairman Troutman asked for approval of the minutes of the January 7, 2009 meeting.  Mrs. Freibert moved and Congressman Mazzoli seconded the motion to approve the minutes as written.  All were in favor.

Chairman Troutman asked for a motion to enter into executive session to hold a preliminary inquiry on a complaint.  Congressman Mazzoli moved and Mrs. Henn seconded the motion.  All were in favor.

At the conclusion of the preliminary inquiry Chairman Troutman asked for a motion to come out of executive session.  Congressman Mazzoli moved and Mrs. Henn seconded the motion. All were in favor.

Congressman Mazzoli then made a motion that the Commission find probable cause in the case 08-LEC-06, Kentucky Legislative Ethics Commission, Michael Malone v. Ronald Geoghegan for giving a campaign contribution to two candidates for the General Assembly.  Mrs. Freibert seconded the motion. All were in favor.
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Mr. Malone informed the Commission that Mr. Geoghegan would like to waive his right to an adjudicatory hearing since he had no further evidence to present following the preliminary inquiry. 
Chairman Troutman asked for a motion to enter into executive session to discuss the disposition of the complaint against Mr. Geoghegan.  Mrs. Freibert moved and Congressman Mazzoli seconded the motion.  All were in favor.

Chairman Troutman asked for a motion to come out of executive session.  Mrs. Henn moved and Mrs. Freibert seconded the motion. All were in favor.

After returning from executive session, Congressman Mazzoli made a motion to issue Mr. Geoghegan a public reprimand, a $500 administrative penalty and instructed him to have training with staff of the Commission, for a period not to exceed three hours.  Mrs. Freibert seconded the motion. All were in favor.
Mr. Malone recommended regulations be written to cover the adjudicatory hearing process.  The Commission agreed and instructed Mr. Malone to prepare these regulations to be reviewed at the next meeting.

Judge Wilhoit discussed three different cases in which employers and legislative agents failed to register with the Commission.  In two of the cases, the filers were at least five months late, and in one case the filers were one year late.  The Commission advised Mr. Malone to look into each of these cases and determine if complaints should be filed.  

Chairman Troutman asked for a motion to adjourn.  Mrs. Henn moved and Mrs. Freibert seconded the motion.  All were in favor.   Next meeting is scheduled for March 10, 2009 at 10 a.m.
