Minutes

KY Legislative Ethics Commission

April 8, 2014
The Kentucky Legislative Ethics Commission held its regularly scheduled meeting at 10 a.m. in Room 129, Capitol Annex, Frankfort, Ky.

Commissioners Present:  Chairman George Troutman, Vice-Chair Pat Freibert, Bob Fulkerson, Elmer George and former Sen. Vernie McGaha.
Commissioners Absent:  Deborah Jo Durr, Judge Paul Gudgel and Norma Scott.
LEC Staff Present:  Judge Anthony Wilhoit, Donnita Crittenden, James Curless, Michael Malone and John Schaaf.

Guests:  Steven Downey, attorney for former Rep. John Arnold; Yolanda Costner, Cassaundra Cooper, and Thomas Clay, attorney for Ms. Costner and Ms. Cooper; Gloria Morgan, and Brenda Allen, attorney for Ms. Morgan; Roy Collins, Doris Bailey, Laura Hendrix, and Leslie Vose.

Chairman Troutman called the meeting to order.
Chairman Troutman asked for approval of the minutes of the February 25, 2014 meeting.  Vice-Chair Freibert moved and Mr. Fulkerson seconded the motion to approve the minutes as written.  All were in favor.

Chairman Troutman convened the adjudicatory proceeding for complaints 13-LEC-02, Cassaundra Cooper v. Representative John Arnold; 13-LEC-03, Yolanda Costner v. Representative John Arnold; and 13-LEC-04, Gloria Morgan v. Representative John Arnold.

Chairman Troutman asked for a motion to go into executive session to discuss the motion to dismiss the complaints filed by Mr. Downey for former Rep. Arnold.  Mr. George moved and Vice-Chair Freibert seconded the motion.  All were in favor.
Chairman Troutman asked for a motion to come out of executive session.  Vice-Chair Freibert moved and Mr. Fulkerson seconded the motion.  All were in favor.

The motion to dismiss filed by Mr. Downey for former Rep. Arnold, was overruled by all voting, with the exception of Mr. George.
Judge Wilhoit swore in the following witnesses:  Yolanda Costner, James Curless, Cassaundra Cooper, Roy Collins, Gloria Morgan, and Doris Bailey.
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Yolanda Costner testified before the Commission.
James Curless testified before the Commission. Mr. Curless also played an audio recording of an interview with Representative Reginald Meeks.  Rep. Meeks could not attend the adjudicatory proceeding because he was out of state, but the Commission accepted his recorded testimony.

Cassaundra Cooper testified before the Commission.
Roy Collins testified before the Commission.

Gloria Morgan testified before the Commission.

Doris Bailey testified before the Commission.

Michael Malone and Steven Downey presented their closing arguments before the Commission.
Chairman Troutman asked for a motion to go into executive session to discuss 13-LEC-02, 13-LEC-03, and 13-LEC-04.  Mr. Fulkerson moved and former Sen. McGaha seconded the motion.  All were in favor.

Chairman Troutman asked for a motion to come out of executive session.  Former Sen. McGaha moved and Vice-Chair Freibert seconded the motion.  All were in favor.

Former Sen. McGaha made a motion on 13-LEC-02 to find former Representative John Arnold in violation of KRS 6.731.  Vice-Chair Freibert seconded the motion.  Four members voted yes, and one member, Mr. George, voted no.  Motion does not pass because KRS 6.656(2) requires an affirmative vote of five or more members for Commission action.
Vice-Chair Freibert made a motion on 13-LEC-03 to find former Representative John Arnold in violation of KRS 6.731.  Former Sen. McGaha seconded the motion.  Four members voted yes, and one member, Mr. George, voted no.  Motion does not pass because KRS 6.656(2) requires an affirmative vote of five or more members for Commission action.

Former Sen. McGaha made a motion on 13-LEC-04 to find former Representative John Arnold in violation of KRS 6.731.  Mr. Fulkerson seconded the motion.  Four members voted yes, and one member, Mr. George, voted no.  Motion does not pass because KRS 6.656(2) requires an affirmative vote of five or more members for Commission action.
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Chairman Troutman returned to the regular order of business, and called upon Donnita Crittenden to update the Commission on the computer upgrades needed at the Commission office.  At the conclusion of Ms. Crittenden’s remarks, the Commission instructed her to proceed with the upgrades.

Vice-Chair Freibert made a motion to adjourn and Mr. Fulkerson seconded the motion.  All were in favor. 
