Minutes

KY Legislative Ethics Commission

July 14, 2009
The Kentucky Legislative Ethics Commission held its regularly scheduled meeting at 10:00 a.m. in room 129, Capitol Annex, Frankfort, Ky.

Commissioners Present:  Chairman George Troutman, Vice-Chair Rebecca Tomblinson, Deborah Jo Durr, Pat Freibert, Bob Fulkerson, Judge Paul Gudgel and Norma Scott.
LEC Staff Present:  Judge Anthony Wilhoit, Donnita Crittenden, Connie Evans, Michael Malone and John Schaaf.

Chairman Troutman called the meeting to order.  He stated that Senator David Williams had re-appointed Pat Freibert to the Commission for a four-year term and Speaker Greg Stumbo had appointed Deborah Jo Durr to the Commission for a four-year term.  Judge Wilhoit administered the oath of office.

Chairman Troutman asked if anyone had a motion to elect the Chair and Vice-Chair of the Commission.  Judge Gudgel made a motion to re-elect George Troutman as chairman and Rebecca Tomblinson as vice-chairman of the Commission.  Pat Freibert seconded the motion.  All were in favor.

Chairman Troutman asked for approval of the minutes of the February 10, 2009 meeting.  Mr. Fulkerson moved and Mrs. Freibert seconded the motion to approve the minutes as written.  All were in favor.

Judge Wilhoit informed the Commission that Kentucky was ranked 17th according to a study conducted by the Center for Public Integrity.  With electronic filing in place, next year’s study should increase the Ethics Commission’s ranking.
Judge Wilhoit presented the one percent COLA increase for staff members of the LEC.  Judge Gudgel made a motion to approve the increase for all staff members.  Mrs. Tomblinson seconded the motion.  All were in favor.

Chairman Troutman discussed the complaint process and confidentiality rules with all Commission members and staff. 
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Mike Malone discussed the draft administrative regulations that he prepared.  These regulations were written to regulate the proceedings of the Commission subject to KRS 6.691(1), which provides that the Ky. Rules of Civil Procedure and the Ky. Rules of Evidence apply to all Commission adjudicatory hearings.  The Commission decided to take them under consideration and discuss them at a later date.

John Schaaf discussed the 2009 Recommended Changes to the Code of Legislative Ethics.  The Code requires the Commission to submit recommended changes to the LRC.  The Commission decided to take the recommendations under consideration and discuss them at a later date.
Chairman Troutman asked for a motion to enter into executive session to consider a pending complaint.  Mrs. Freibert moved and Mrs. Scott seconded the motion.  All were in favor.

Chairman Troutman asked for a motion to come out of executive session.  Mrs. Tomblinson moved and Mrs. Freibert seconded the motion. All were in favor.

Chairman Troutman asked for a motion to adjourn.  Mr. Fulkerson moved and Mrs. Tomblinson seconded the motion.  All were in favor.   Next meeting is scheduled for August 11, 2009 at 10 a.m.
