Minutes

KY Legislative Ethics Commission

August 8, 2006
The Kentucky Legislative Ethics Commission held its regularly scheduled meeting at 10 a.m. in Room 171 of the Capitol Annex.

Commissioners Present:  Chairman George Troutman, Vice-Chair Rebecca Tomblinson, Trib Ball, Bob Fulkerson, Judge Paul Gudgel, Norma Scott and Ann Henn.

Commissioners Absent:  Congressman Romano Mazzoli.
LEC Staff Present:  Judge Anthony Wilhoit, Donnita Crittenden, Connie Evans, Lee Rowland and John Schaaf.

Guests Present:  Spencer Noe, Counsel, Republican Party of Kentucky and Richard Beliles, Director, Common Cause of Kentucky.
Chairman Troutman called the meeting to order.
Chairman Troutman asked for approval of the minutes of the April 19, 2006 meeting. Judge Gudgel moved and Mrs. Tomblinson seconded the motion to approve the minutes as written.  All were in favor.

Lee Rowland stated an answer had been filed regarding formal complaint 06-LEC-02. This complaint will be considered at the next meeting of the Commission.

Judge Wilhoit presented the COLA increase for staff members of the LEC, and stated the increase is the same as that being paid to all other employees in the legislative and executive branches of state government.  Judge Gudgel made a motion to approve the increase.  Mrs. Henn seconded the motion.  All were in favor.

Judge Wilhoit informed the Commission about a panel at the Southern Legislative Conference held in Louisville on July 31st.  This panel was assembled and conducted by John Schaaf, Counsel of the LEC.  The panel titled Ethics and Lobbying in the Southern States and Congress included Representative Julia C. Howard, North Carolina, Senator Mark Norris, Tennessee, Senator Jeff Rabon, Oklahoma and Congressman Romano Mazzoli, Kentucky Legislative Ethics Commission.
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Judge Wilhoit introduced Spencer Noe and Richard Beliles to address the Commission regarding the request for a formal opinion.  The Republican Party of Kentucky is asking the Commission if a limitation can be set on the amount of campaign contributions one candidate can receive from a Caucus Campaign Committee.

Chairman Troutman asked for a motion to enter into executive session to discuss the request for a formal opinion and any pending complaints.  Mrs. Tomblinson moved and Mr. Fulkerson seconded the motion.  All were in favor.

Chairman Troutman asked for a motion to come out of executive session.  Mr. Fulkerson moved and Mrs. Tomblinson seconded the motion.  All were in favor.

Chairman Troutman asked for a motion to adjourn. Mr. Fulkerson moved and Mrs. Scott seconded the motion.  All were in favor.
