Minutes

KY Legislative Ethics Commission

October 9, 2007
The Kentucky Legislative Ethics Commission held its regularly scheduled meeting at 10 a.m. in Room 129 of the Capitol Annex.

Commissioners Present:  Chairman George Troutman, Vice-Chair Rebecca Tomblinson, Trib Ball, Bob Fulkerson, Judge Paul Gudgel, Ann Henn, Congressman Romano Mazzoli and Norma Scott.

LEC Staff Present:  Judge Anthony Wilhoit, Donnita Crittenden, Connie Evans, Michael Malone and John Schaaf.

Guests:  Former Senator John Berry, Jr. and Richard Beliles, Common Cause of KY.
Chairman Troutman called the meeting to order.  

Chairman Troutman asked for approval of the minutes of the August 14 and August 29, 2007 meetings.  Mrs. Tomblinson moved and Mrs. Henn seconded the motion to approve the minutes as written.  All were in favor.

Judge Wilhoit informed the Commission he had two separate speaking engagements about Ethics at local colleges this month.

Judge Wilhoit discussed the draft formal opinion OLEC 07-03.  The opinion addresses whether a legislator who is an unpaid director of a non-profit entity furnishing medical care could vote on a state budget which contains a line item appropriation for the non-profit entity.  The Legislative Ethics Code does not forbid this action.  Judge Gudgel moved and Mrs. Henn seconded the motion to approve the opinion as written.  All were in favor.

Chairman Troutman asked for a motion to enter into executive session to discuss a formal opinion 07-04.  Mr. Fulkerson moved and Mrs. Henn seconded the motion.  All were in favor.
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Chairman Troutman asked for a motion to come out of executive session.  Judge Gudgel moved and Mrs. Henn seconded the motion. All were in favor.
Chairman Troutman asked for a motion regarding a formal opinion to be issued as OLEC 07-04.  Judge Gudgel proposed that staff prepare and circulate a draft opinion in accordance with the views of the Commission expressed in executive session.  Upon approval by the members of the Commission, staff will issue the opinion.  Mrs. Tomblinson seconded the motion. All were in favor.

Former Senator John Berry, Jr. addressed the Commission regarding the order issued in the complaint 07-LEC-01, Richard Beliles v. Senator David Williams.

Chairman Troutman asked for a motion to adjourn.  Mrs. Tomblinson moved and Congressman Mazzoli seconded the motion.  All were in favor. 
