Minutes

KY Legislative Ethics Commission

December 10, 2002

Chairman George Troutman called the regular meeting of the Kentucky Legislative Ethics Commission to order on Tuesday, December 10, 2002, at 10:00 a.m. at the Frankfort Country Club, Frankfort, Kentucky.

Commissioners Present:
Pat Freibert, Judge Paul D. Gudgel, Dr. Doug Moseley, John Shepherd, Vice Chair Rebecca Tomblinson and Chairman George Troutman.

Commissioners Absent:
Lloyd Clapp, Ann B. Henn and Judge Charles B. Lester

LEC Staff Present:
Judge Anthony Wilhoit, Peggy Williams, Connie Evans and Donnita Crittenden.

Chairman George Troutman asked for approval of the minutes of the November 19, 2002 meeting.  Mrs. Freibert moved and Dr. Moseley seconded a motion to approve the minutes as written.  All were in favor.

Judge Wilhoit reported that Governor Paul Patton has asked all Executive Branch agencies to cut their out-of-state travel expenses by 25% and all in-state travel expenses by 10%.  The Legislative Ethics Commission will comply with this request and has already cut out-of-state travel by 25% this year.  In addition, the duties of the vacant position of General Counsel will continue to be performed by existing staff.

Peggy Williams discussed the status of our new web site upgrade.  She reported that GOT is right on schedule and close to being finished.  We still anticipate having the web site up and running by January 1, 2003.

Judge Wilhoit stated that he and Peggy had conducted “Freshman Orientation”, a training session for new legislators, on December 5, 2002.  The session went smoothly and seemed to be well received by all that attended.

Chairman Troutman asked the Commission staff to work on putting together a newsletter sometime in the upcoming weeks.  He suggested that the staff include general guidelines for candidates, legislators, employers of lobbyists and lobbyists
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to follow regarding campaigns.  Chairman Troutman also suggested that the staff put together a list of frequently asked questions that lobbyists and employers of lobbyists could refer to when hosting receptions, meals or events for legislators.

Chairman Troutman entertained a motion to go into Executive Session to discuss a possible complaint.  Mrs. Tomblinson moved and Dr. Moseley seconded the motion.  All were in favor.

Chairman Troutman entertained a motion to come out of Executive Session.  Mrs. Tomblinson moved and Mr. Shepherd seconded the motion.  All were in favor.

Judge Gudgel moved that the staff prepare an opinion about whether a spouse of a legislator can be a lobbyist.  This opinion will be circulated to the members of the Commission for approval before final issuance.  Mrs. Freibert seconded the motion.  All were in favor.

There being no further business, Dr. Moseley moved and Mr. Shepherd seconded the motion to adjourn.  The next meeting will be held on Wednesday, January 8th, 2003 at 11:00 a.m.  All were in favor.

