Minutes

Kentucky Legislative Ethics Commission

January 4, 2001


The Kentucky Legislative Ethics Commission held its regularly scheduled meeting at 11:00 a. m. in Room 125 of the Capitol Annex.


Present were:  Lloyd Clapp, Pat Freibert, Judge Michael McDonald, John Shepherd, Rebecca Tomblinson, and George Troutman.


Absent were:  Ann Henn, Judge Bruce Lester, and Clarence Jackson.


LEC Staff:  Judge Anthony Wilhoit, Peggy Williams, and Paula Pabon.


George Troutman, Vice Chairman, called the meeting to order.  He asked for a motion to approve the minutes of the November meeting.  Mr. Lloyd Clapp moved and Mr. John Shepherd seconded the motion to approve the minutes as written.  All were in favor.


Mr. Troutman asked for a staff report.  Judge Wilhoit stated that Dr. Larry Sabato had been very well received in the Current Issues seminar for General Assembly members held earlier that morning.


Peggy Williams reported that staff and several Commission members had attended the COGEL Conference in Tampa.  The reception hosted by LEC, the Registry of Election Finance and the Executive Ethics Branch was very successful.  She reported that Paula Pabon, Legal Counsel, participated in the Lobbying Update session.  She has already been asked to Chair that session for next year's COGEL Meeting in Kentucky.  Staff will be attending a Program Planning Committee in Chicago the first week of February.  


Judge Wilhoit asked for any revisions to the draft Annual Report.  There being none, Mr. Clapp moved and Mrs. Freibert seconded a motion to approve the Annual Report as written.  The report will be submitted to LRC and will be available to the public.


Paula Pabon, Legal Counsel, discussed the appeal of the KY Bar Association's denial of our request for CLE for freshmen orientation held in December.  We have not received the CLE approval for the Current Issues Seminar held on January 3 and 4.  The law requires that 3.0 hours of CLE credit be made available to legislator/lawyers.  Judge Wilhoit stated that the Supreme Court has a rule that states that the CLE credit is to be approved only in instances where the majority of the audience is lawyers.  We are waiting 
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to hear from the Bar Association regarding the appeal of the CLE credit for the Freshmen Orientation and for the initial request for credits for the Current Issues Seminar.


The Commission discussed OLEC 2001-01.  Judge McDonald moved and Mrs. Tomblinson seconded a motion to approve the opinion and order its distribution to the members of the General Assembly.  It was mentioned that information about this opinion should be included in the next LEC Ethics Reporter.


Judge Wilhoit stated that in the Current Issues Seminar a question had been raised about information required in the Financial Disclosure Statement to be filed by GA members.  He asked for Commission advice as to whether an IRA or legislative retirement should be reported on the disclosure statement.  Mr. Troutman stated that any investments which can be self directed should be reportable and legislative retirement would not be reportable because an investment company makes those decisions for its clients.  He asked that a letter outlining this information be sent to the legislator who asked for clarification.


Mr. Troutman asked for a motion to enter into Executive Session to discuss pending complaints.  Mr. Shepherd moved and Mrs. Freibert seconded the motion to enter into Executive Session.


Upon returning from Executive Session, Judge Michael McDonald moved that the matter regarding Senator Jack Westwood be dismissed by the Commission upon finding no intent to violate the Code of Ethics as required by the statute and that staff will prepare an order consistent with other matters as discussed.  Mr. Shepherd seconded the motion and all were in favor.


There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned until February 13, 2001.

