Minutes

Kentucky Legislative Ethics Commission

April 10, 2001


The Kentucky Legislative Ethics Commission held its regularly scheduled meeting at 10:00 a. m. in Room 131 of the Capitol Annex.


Present were:  Lloyd Clapp, Pat Freibert, Ann Henn, Clarence Jackson, John Shepherd, Rebecca Tomblinson, and George Troutman.


Absent were:  Judge Bruce Lester, and Judge Michael McDonald.


LEC Staff:  Judge Anthony Wilhoit, Peggy Williams, Donnita Crittenden, Lee Rowland and Paula Pabon.


George Troutman, Vice Chairman, called the meeting to order.  He asked for a motion to approve the minutes of the March 2001 meeting.  Mrs. Tomblinson pointed out that she had not attended the March meeting.  With that correction, Mrs. Freibert moved and Mrs. Henn seconded a motion to approve the minutes as written.  All were in favor.


Mr. Troutman asked for a staff report.  Judge Wilhoit stated that he had written letters to President Williams and Speaker Richards regarding appointments to the Commission.  He stated that Judge Lester had been reappointed for another four-year term by Speaker Richards.  He said that the terms of Ann Henn and Judge Michael McDonald would end on April 30, 2001, and that President Williams would be making the decision regarding their reappointment or replacement.


Surveys regarding recommendations for changes to the Code of Ethics were sent to all members of the General Assembly, employers and legislative agents.  Responses are due by April 16.  Judge Wilhoit said that he was continuing his work on mailing guidelines for General Assembly members and hoped to present a draft of those recommendations at the May meeting.


Judge Wilhoit proposed that a two-day meeting might be necessary in June.  The Commission could have new Commission members; there is work to be done on the recommendations for changes to the Code which are required to be submitted to LRC by July 1, 2001; and the standards for mailings by General Assembly members would take some consideration.  Commission members were asked to consider that possibility with a decision to made at the May meeting.
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Mr. Troutman stated that he had reviewed the financial statement and all records were in order.


Mr. Troutman asked for a motion to enter into Executive Session.  Mr. Clapp moved and Mrs. Freibert seconded a motion to do so.  All were in favor and the motion carried.


Upon returning from Executive Session, Mr. Troutman asked that the Commission select a Chairman and Vice Chairman for the coming year.  Mr. Clapp moved and Mr. Shepherd seconded a motion to nominate George Troutman for Chairman.  All were in favor and the motion carried.  Mr. Shepherd moved and Mr. Clapp seconded a motion to nominate Rebecca Tomblinson for Vice Chairman.  All were in favor and the motion carried.


There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned until May 8, 2001.

