Minutes

Kentucky Legislative Ethics Commission

April 11, 2000


The Kentucky Legislative Ethics Commission held its regularly scheduled meeting at 10:00 a.m., April 11, 2000, in Room 131 of the Capitol Annex.


Present were:  Lloyd Clapp, Ann B. Henn, Clarence Jackson, Judge Michael McDonald, John Shepherd, Rebecca Tomblinson, and George Troutman, Vice Chairman.


Absent were:  Judge Donald Smalley and Judge Charles Bruce Lester.


LEC Staff:  Judge Anthony Wilhoit, Paula Pabon, Lee Rowland, Peggy Williams, and Donnita Crittenden.


Mr. Troutman presided over the meeting in the absence of Judge Lester.  He called the meeting to order and asked for a motion to approve the minutes of the previous meeting.  Mr. Clapp moved and Mrs. Henn seconded the motion to approve the minutes as written.  All were in favor.


Mr. Troutman stated that he had reviewed the Commission's financial statement included in the board books and that all was in order.


Mr. Troutman asked for a staff activities report.  Judge Wilhoit stated that HB 712 had passed the House and Senate with a dissenting vote.  The bill incorporated the changes recommended by the Commission in its report to LRC in July 1999.  He said that he had attended a meeting at the National Conference of State Legislators office in Denver, and that KY is a recognized leader in legislative ethics.  He shared our publications with the other participants.


Judge Wilhoit reported that three Commission members would be completing their appointed terms:  They are Judge Donald Smalley, who filled a one-year term vacated by John Scott and was appointed by the President of the Senate; Lloyd Clapp, appointed by the members of the Legislative Research Commission; and Clarence Jackson, appointed by Speaker Jody Richards.  The terms will expire on April 30, 2000.  Judge Wilhoit wrote to the President of the Senate and the Speaker of the House regarding these appointments.
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Peggy Williams provided additional information about the COGEL meeting in Tampa, the Southern Legislative Conference in Biloxi, and the National Conference of State Legislatures in Chicago.  She encouraged members to make reservations as soon as possible.  She provided an update on activities and planning for the COGEL Conference to be hosted by KY in 2001.


Paula Pabon outlined the provisions of the travel policy for Commission members.  Although the policy was adopted at the February meeting, Ms. Pabon had been asked to clarify the term "work station" for the Commission.  She outlined the provisions of the regulations adopted by the Finance and Administration Cabinet of the Executive Branch.  Mrs. Tomblinson moved and Mr. Clapp seconded a motion to adopt the definition of work station as stated in Finance regulations.  (Copy attached.)


Mr. Troutman asked for a motion to enter into Executive Session to consider complaints and other confidential matters.


Upon returning from Executive Session, the following actions were reported:


Judge McDonald moved and Mr. Jackson seconded a motion to request that KY Youth Advocates be given the opportunity to provide the Commission a copy of procedures which will be used to insure the proper filing of updated registration statements required by the Code.  All were in favor.  This action was taken as a result of a Complaint filed against KY Youth Advocates for failure to file updated registration statements in a timely manner.


Judge McDonald moved and Mrs. Tomblinson seconded a motion to require that Advocates for Planned Parenthood be required to provide a procedure to insure the proper filing of updated registration statements required by the Code.  All were in favor.  This action was taken as a result of a Complaint filed against Advocates for Planned Parenthood for failure to file updated registration statements in a timely manner.


On motion made by Mr. Clapp, seconded by Judge McDonald and with all members voting aye, it was found that there is probable cause to believe that Allstate Insurance Company has violated the Code of Ethics by not filing updated registration statements in a 
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timely manner.  The Commission will initiate an adjudicatory proceeding pursuant to KRS 6.686(5)(a).


It was agreed that the May meeting would be held in a site other than Frankfort.  The meeting will be held on May 8 and 9, 2000, at Kentucky Dam Village with staff making arrangements for lodging and the meeting.  Commissioner Clapp will be the host for this meeting.  Members of the General Assembly in the area will be invited and local media will be advised of the meeting time and date.


There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned.

