Minutes

Kentucky Legislative Ethics Commission

May 8, 2001


The Kentucky Legislative Ethics Commission held its regularly scheduled meeting at 10:00 a. m. in Room 131 of the Capitol Annex.


Present were:  Lloyd Clapp, Pat Freibert, Ann Henn, Judge Bruce Lester, Clarence Jackson, Judge Michael McDonald, John Shepherd,  and George Troutman.


Absent was:  Rebecca Tomblinson.


LEC Staff:  Judge Anthony Wilhoit, Peggy Williams, Donnita Crittenden, Lee Rowland, Paula Pabon, and Doug Wilson.


George Troutman, Chairman, called the meeting to order.  He stated that Judge Bruce Lester and Ann Henn had been reappointed to the Commission for four-year terms.  Judge Anthony Wilhoit administered the oath of office.


Mr. Troutman asked for a motion to approve the minutes of the April 2001 meeting.  Mrs. Freibert moved and Mr. Shepherd seconded a motion to approve the minutes as written.  All were in favor.


Mr. Troutman asked for a staff report.  Judge Wilhoit stated that draft recommendations for changes to the Code were included in the information section of the board books and that these suggestions would be discussed fully and approved at the June meeting.  He also stated that draft guidelines concerning General Assembly mailings and use of personal stationery had been distributed to members and would require discussion at the June meeting.


Peggy Williams reported that she and Donnita Crittenden had traveled to Harrisburg, Pennsylvania to meet with officials of the PA Ethics Commission.  They reviewed the electronic filing process used by the Commission and discussed some of the problems and benefits of the system.  It was determined that the KY Legislative Ethics Commission did not need to use a scanner in its filing process.  The PA staff shared RFP's they had used with vendors and other valuable information.  Staff will proceed with options for incorporating an electronic filing system with access to the information on the web site.
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Paula Pabon, Legal Counsel, outlined changes in the KARs resulting from the amendments to the law in the 2001 session.  Annual sessions require additional reporting of expenses by legislative agents and employers.  A notice of intent to amend the regulations dealing with the updated registration statements for employers and legislative agents will be filed.  If the process moves as expected, the regulations should be amended to allow use of the new forms by the September 15th filing deadline.


Mr. Clapp moved and Judge Lester seconded a motion to approve the amendments to the regulations.  Paula stated that she would file the amendments following the Commission meeting.


Mr. Troutman expressed concerns voiced by lobbyists of non-profit organizations and the reporting to the IRS.  He asked that staff look at our reports and the non-profit reporting requirements.


Mr. Troutman asked that a motion be made for Executive Session.  Mrs. Freibert moved and Mr. Jackson seconded a motion to enter into Executive Session for the purpose of considering a pending complaint.


Upon returning from Executive Session, Mr. Clapp moved and Mrs. Freibert seconded a motion to dismiss Complaint 01-01 in the absence of probable cause to believe that there was a violation of the Code.


Mr. Troutman presented Judge Lester an engraved clock and plaque commemorating his four-years of service as Chairman of the Commission.  


The Commission members agreed that a two-day meeting would be necessary in June.  The meeting will be held in Louisville on June 12 and 13, and members of the Jefferson County and Louisville Ethics Commission would be invited to the Wednesday morning portion of the meeting.  The Jefferson County Delegation would also be invited.


There being no further business, the meeting adjourned until June 12, 2001. 

