Minutes

Kentucky Legislative Ethics Commission

June 12, 2001


The Kentucky Legislative Ethics Commission held its regularly scheduled meeting at 3:00 p. m. in Louisville at the Four Points Sheraton.


Present were:  Lloyd Clapp, Pat Freibert, Ann Henn, Judge Bruce Lester, Clarence Jackson, Judge Michael McDonald, John Shepherd,  Rebecca Tomblinson and George Troutman.


LEC Staff:  Judge Anthony Wilhoit, Peggy Williams, Connie Evans, and Paula Pabon.


George Troutman, Chairman, called the meeting to order. 


Judge Wilhoit outlined a draft opinion, OLEC 01-03 which deals with a legislator using his or her official stationery for private business correspondence , and does it make a difference if the official stationery is paid for with private rather than public funds.  After discussion of the draft opinion, Judge McDonald moved and Mr. Shepherd seconded the motion to approve the opinion as written.  All were in favor.


Mr. Troutman asked for a motion to approve the minutes of the May meeting.  Mrs. Tomblinson moved and Mrs. Henn seconded a motion to approve the minutes as written.  All were in favor.


Mr. Troutman asked for a staff report.  Judge Wilhoit stated that members of the Jefferson County Board of Ethics, the Jefferson County Delegation, and the Louisville Board of Ethics had been invited to the meeting scheduled for Wednesday morning.


Paula Pabon reported that the administrative regulations incorporating changes in the filing deadlines of updated registration statements were moving through the process as expected.  She expects that the forms will be approved and be able to be used in the next reporting period.


Peggy Williams reported that plans for the COGEL Conference are progressing and registration forms would be in the mail in a few days.
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Judge Wilhoit reported that Alan Rosenthal had agreed to participate in the Current Issues Seminar for General Assembly members in January 2002.


Mr. Troutman asked for a motion to enter into Executive Session to discuss personnel matters.  Mr. Clapp moved and Mrs. Tomblinson seconded a motion to enter into Executive Session.


Upon returning from Executive Session, Mr. Troutman announced that a five percent (5%) increase would be given to Anthony Wilhoit, Connie Evans, Donnita Crittenden, and Peggy Williams.


There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned until 9:30 a.m. on Wednesday, June 13, 2001.
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The Kentucky Legislative Ethics Commission held its regularly scheduled meeting at 9:30 a. m. in Louisville at the Four Points Sheraton.


Present were:  Lloyd Clapp, Pat Freibert, Ann Henn, Judge Bruce Lester, Clarence Jackson, John Shepherd,  Rebecca Tomblinson and George Troutman.


LEC Staff:  Judge Anthony Wilhoit, Peggy Williams, Donnita Crittenden, Connie Evans, and Paula Pabon.


Absent was:  Judge Michael McDonald


Guests:  Alice Wade, Jefferson County Ethics Commission; Judge Ben Shobe, Louisville Ethics Commission; and Mr. Frazier Curry, Jefferson County Ethics Commission.


George Troutman, Chairman, called the meeting to order.  He welcomed the special guests to the meeting and asked that they participate in the discussions with comments or questions.


Judge Wilhoit stated that General Assembly members had asked the Commission to formulate guidelines to help them determine when a mailing sent out by them at public expense might be considered a violation of KRS 6.731(5).  After discussion, it was agreed that an informational bulletin would be mailed to the members of the General Assembly outlining  the process to be used by the Commission when determining if a violation of KRS 6.731(5) has occurred.


Judge Wilhoit outlined recommendations for changes to the Legislative Code of Ethics as provided by KRS 6.666(17).  Staff members addressed the reasons for the recommended changes while allowing Commission members to make suggestions and ask questions.  After making some additional recommendations for changes, the document received initial approval.  It was agreed that a draft would be distributed to members of the Commission for final approval prior to submission to LRC.


It was decided that a July meeting would be convened if needed.  There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned.

