Minutes

Kentucky Legislative Ethics Commission

July 11, 2000


The Kentucky Legislative Ethics Commission held its regularly scheduled meeting at 10:00 a. m. in Room 113 of the Capitol Annex.


Present were:  Lloyd Clapp, Pat Freibert, Ann B. Henn, Clarence Jackson, Judge Michael McDonald, John Shepherd, Rebecca Tomblinson, and George Troutman


LEC Staff:  Judge Anthony Wilhoit, Lee Rowland, Peggy Williams, and Donnita Crittenden.


Guests:  Robert Benson, representing Budget Rent A Car Corporation.


Mr. Troutman, Vice Chairman, called the meeting to order in the absence of Judge Lester.  Judge Anthony Wilhoit, Executive Director, administered the oath of office to Lloyd Clapp who was appointed to another four-year term by the Legislative Research Commission.


Mr. Troutman asked for a motion to approve the minutes of the June meeting.  Mr. Clapp moved and Mrs. Freibert seconded the motion to approve the minutes.  All were in favor.


Mr. Troutman recommended that the budget report be approved.


Anthony Wilhoit, Executive Director, presented a staff report.  He discussed a recent article in the Gazette.  Commission members expressed their satisfaction with the staff and the office procedures used to make the information on updated registration statements submitted by the employers and legislative agents available to the public.


Judge Wilhoit stated that the home page for the Legislative Ethics Commission had been updated and a printed copy of the home page had been included in the board book.  Peggy Williams reported that Paula Pabon and Donnita Crittenden would be attending a training session on maintaining a home page.  Mr. Troutman suggested that minutes of the meetings be added to the information available on the web site.  Staff will work to see that the information is included.
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Peggy Williams reported that all arrangements had been made for meeting with the Mississippi Ethics Commission during the Southern Legislative Conference in Biloxi.  


She also reported that COGEL Steering Committee members would be coming to Lexington in early October to look at the Hyatt and to discuss some of the plans for the conference in 2001.  Plans were discussed for a KY Reception at the meeting in Tampa which would be the official invitation to the conference in KY.


Mr. Troutman asked that Lee Rowland, Enforcement Counsel, present information regarding the complaint filed against Budget Rent a Car for filing of untimely updated registration statements.  Mr. Rowland introduced Robert Benson, Legal Counsel for Budget Rent A Car, and also legislative agent for the company.  He expressed the embarrassment of the employer and their willingness to insure that a new procedure be put in place to insure the timely filing of forms.  He said that the employer wished to stipulate guilt but that were aggravating circumstances involving new ownership of the company.  He said that Mike Krebbs would be the new contact person and that forms would be filed by the deadlines established by the Code.  He asked that Budget Rent A Car not be suspended and that a fine be issued.


Mr. Rowland recommended that the maximum of $2,000 be levied.  Mr. Clapp moved to accept the recommendation and Mrs. Freibert seconded the motion.  All were in favor.  The Commission instructed Mr. Rowland to include language in the order stating that if a similar charge should be brought against the company, there would be a strong possibility of suspension.


Mr. Troutman stated that he believed that the Commission staff should conduct an audit of the updated registration statements of employers and legislative agents to insure proper reporting.  He asked that a randomly selected list of legislative agents and employers be created and that audits should be conducted.  Mr. Clapp made a motion to request the random audits; Judge McDonald seconded the motion and all were in favor.


Mr. Troutman asked for a motion to enter into Executive Session to consider complaints and confidential matters.  Mr. Shepherd moved and Mrs. Henn seconded the motion.  All were in favor.
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Upon returning from Executive Session, it was agreed that there would be no meeting in August.  The next meeting would be held on September 12 and that the October meeting might be held at a location out of Frankfort.


There being no further business, Mrs. Freibert moved and Mrs. Henn seconded a motion to adjourn.  All were in favor of the motion.

