Minutes

Kentucky Legislative Ethics Commission

July 31, 2001


The Kentucky Legislative Ethics Commission held its regularly scheduled meeting at 1:00 p.m. in Room 129 of the Capitol Annex in Frankfort.


Present were:  Lloyd Clapp, Pat Freibert, Ann Henn, Judge Bruce Lester, Clarence Jackson, John Shepherd,  Rebecca Tomblinson and George Troutman.


LEC Staff:  Judge Anthony Wilhoit, Peggy Williams, Donnita Crittenden, Connie Evans, Lee Rowland, and Paula Pabon.


Absent was:  Judge Michael McDonald


George Troutman, Chairman, called the meeting to order.  He asked for a motion to approve the minutes of the June 12th and June 13th meetings of the Commission.  Judge Lester moved and Mr. Shepherd seconded the motion to approve the minutes as written.  All were in favor.


Chairman Troutman stated that the financial report of the Commission was in order and that the fiscal year had ended with a balance of around $60,000.  The Commission would be receiving an appropriation of $367,000 for the next fiscal year.


Chairman Troutman asked Judge Anthony Wilhoit for a staff report.


Peggy Williams reported that planning for the COGEL Conference is progressing and that registration forms are coming in and hotel reservations are being made.  She encouraged Commission members to make their room reservations as soon as possible.


Peggy Williams stated that a lunch meeting was scheduled for Monday during the NCSL Conference with members of the Texas Ethics Commission and the Director, Tom Harrison.  


A digital sender e-mail appliance has been purchased for scanning financial disclosure forms for legislators.  This equipment will allow staff to scan the forms and then send them to print whenever they are requested without spending time copying each one.  There are occasions when copies of all 138 financial disclosures are requested.  This will save time and money in meeting these open record requests.

Minutes

Page Two

July 31, 2001


Donnita Crittenden and Peggy Williams have been working with Bob Graves of Computer Systems and Support.  The data entry system has been changed to accommodate the new forms and a program has been designed that can be used to create an electronic filing system.  Plans are to use the electronic system on a trial basis with one of the lobbying groups until all problems are worked out.  It is hoped that the information on lobbying expenses and expenditures will be accessible from our web page.  We are in the beginning stages of the project.  


Judge Wilhoit stated that after the issuance of OLEC 2001-03 at the June meeting, he had been asked to meet with some legislators who expressed concerns about the opinion.  OLEC 2001-03 deals with the use of official stationery for private business correspondence and whether there is a difference if the official stationery is paid for by public or private funds.  The Commission did not amend the opinion but suggested that it be discussed more fully in a Current Issues Seminar held for GA members in January of each year.  


Vice Chairman Rebecca Tomblinson presented Peggy Williams a plaque of appreciation and gifts of crystal for her service at the Commission and congratulated her on her retirement effective July 31, 2001.  Mrs. Williams will be working at the Commission on a part-time, hourly basis at least until the first of 2002 after the COGEL Conference.


There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned.

