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Lobbying spending for the first three months of the 2010 General Assembly was dominated by the Consumer Healthcare Products Association (CHPA), which didn’t register to lobby until March.  CHPA represents manufacturers and distributors of non-prescription, over-the-counter medicines.
CHPA spent $307,377 in March, more than twice as much as the next highest spending employer spent in the entire first quarter of 2010.  CHPA spent $303,377 on phone banking, and paid its lobbyist $4,000 in compensation.  CHPA includes several businesses which employ lobbyists in Kentucky, including Bayer, GlaxoSmithKline, Johnson & Johnson, Merck, Novartis, Pfizer, and Purdue Pharma. 
CHPA engaged a lobbyist on March 8, and began lobbying on two bills (House Bill 497 and Senate Bill 211) designed to tighten restrictions on the purchase and possession of pseudoephedrine, ephedrine, and phenylpropanolamine, substances which are used in a wide variety of non-prescription, over-the-counter medicines, and which can be used illegally to produce methamphetamine.  

HB 497 would have required a prescription to obtain pseudoephedrine (such as Sudafed), ephedrine, and phenylpropanolamine (used as a nasal decongestant and for weight control), and established new criminal penalties for trafficking in any of the substances.  SB 211 would have reduced the amounts of the three substances which could be legally purchased or possessed, and restricted convicted methamphetamine offenders from purchasing medicine containing the substances.  
The Kentucky Pharmacists Association said SB 211 would be an “effective measure in cutting down the amount of pseudoephedrine used by criminals to produce meth.”  The Kentucky Association of Chiefs of Police said HB 497 would reduce the number of methamphetamine labs by limiting the availability of substances used to make methamphetamine.  Neither bill was enacted.
The second highest spending employer for the first quarter of 2010 was Altria Client Services, representing several companies including Philip Morris USA and U.S. Smokeless Tobacco Company.  Altria spent $145,187 during the period, compared to $47,882 for the same period in the 2008 General Assembly.

The next highest spending employers in the first quarter were the Kentucky Chamber of Commerce ($82,310) and the Kentucky Retail Federation ($78,758).  The Chamber’s spending was up from $71,514 in 2008, and the Retail Federation was down slightly from $79,637 in 2008.

Other top spenders during the first three months of 2010 include the Kentucky Education Association ($76,064); Wellpoint-Anthem Blue Cross/Blue Shield ($69,581); Kentucky Hospital Association ($63,745); Kentucky Medical Association ($60,810); Kentucky Association of Health Plans ($60,408); Kentucky Bankers Association ($54,240); Kentucky Farm Bureau Federation ($53,357); Kentucky Association of Electric Cooperatives ($51,752); University Health Care ($45,247); and Kentucky League of Cities ($42,877).
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The expenditures by Consumer Healthcare Products Association led the way as businesses and organizations lobbying on health care issues made up the largest spending industry sector, spending over $1.6 million in the first quarter of 2010.  The total includes businesses and organizations that list “health care” as their primary legislative interest, but also includes those which list “hospital”, “mental health”, “pharmaceutical issues”, and other related interests.

In addition to CHPA and others listed on page 1, leading spenders in the health care sector during the first quarter are the Kentucky Association of Health Care Facilities ($40,474); Baptist Healthcare System ($37,769); Humana ($31,433); Chiropractic Strategies Group ($30,000); and Res-Care ($30,000).


Organizations lobbying on insurance matters constitute the next highest spending industry at $313,773, led by Wellpoint-Anthem Blue Cross/Blue Shield ($69,581); Assurant Solutions ($19,000); American Insurance Association ($18,581); Kentucky Farm Bureau Mutual Insurance ($17,974); Insurance Institute of Kentucky ($17,702); and State Volunteer Mutual Insurance ($15,000).  

Tobacco was the next highest spending industry, with a three-month lobbying total of $304,716, led by Altria’s $145,187, and also including Swedish Match North America ($33,998); RAI Services ($29,916); and National Tobacco Co. ($22,500).
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Spending reports for the month of March were due by April 15.  To make filing reports easier, more convenient, and more timely, many employers and lobbyists are filing electronically on the website of the Legislative Ethics Commission http://klec.ky.gov/

Employers and lobbyists who fail to file reports by the monthly deadline may be fined by the Commission an amount not to exceed $100 per day, up to $1,000, without the necessity of a complaint being filed.  If a complaint is filed, the Commission may issue an order requiring a violator to pay a civil penalty of not more than $2,000, or revoke the registration of any employer or lobbyist for a period not to exceed five years.  

As of the publication of this newsletter (April 30), of 661 employers registered in Kentucky, the following employers are more than two weeks late in filing spending reports for March:
3 Click Solutions; American Diabetes Association; Atmos Energy Corp./Western Kentucky Gas; H.C. Nutting Company; Jamos Capital; Jefferson County Attorney; KVC Behavioral HealthCare; KY Assn. of Fire Chiefs; KY Horsemen's Benevolent Protective Assn.; KY Tax Lien Purchasers Assn.; March of Dimes; Owensboro Medical Health System; Professional Transportation, Inc.; and Time Warner Cable.
News You Can Use from State & Federal Communications

"Lawmakers Wore Wires in Alabama Bingo Investigation"
Alabama  -  Birmingham News  -  Published: 4/11/2010

At least two Alabama lawmakers have worn listening devices to eavesdrop on conversations with fellow legislators, lobbyists, and others interested in passage of gambling legislation. The lawmakers agreed to wear the devices during the current legislative session as part of a federal investigation into corruption surrounding efforts to pass a bill allowing electronic bingo machines across the state, according to sources familiar with the investigation.

They agreed to wear the wires after going to federal authorities to report offers of substantial campaign contributions in exchange for their votes in support of bingo legislation, said the sources. The lawmakers told authorities they felt the offers went far beyond the normal lobbying efforts and they considered them bribes. Federal prosecutors, along with agents from the FBI and Alabama Bureau of Investigation, met recently with legislative leaders to brief them on an ongoing probe into corruption revolving around gambling.

That meeting took place just two days after the Alabama Senate passed a bill calling for a vote on a statewide constitutional amendment. If passed, the legislation would allow voters in November to decide whether to pass an amendment saying electronic bingo machines are legal and setting up a gaming commission. Many of the details of bingo operations, including the location and number of casino sites that would be allowed, would be decided later by legislators and the state gaming commission. The bill is awaiting action in the House.

Two state senators have said lobbyist Jarrod Massey offered them substantial campaign contributions if they agreed to support bingo legislation. One of those senators, Paul Sanford, told The Birmingham News that Massey offered him $250,000 in contributions last year if he agreed to support bingo legislation. He said he turned down the donation. Sanford, who contacted federal investigators, voted against the bingo bill that passed the Senate on March 30.

A second senator also told The News he was offered a large contribution by Massey in exchange for an affirmative vote on bingo. That second senator said he could not be identified because he is working with federal authorities in the investigation. Massey's lawyers have strongly denied their client has done anything illegal or ever offered any legislator money in exchange for a vote.

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

"Colorado Lawmaker Says Lobbyist Physically Threatened Him"
Colorado  -  Denver Post  -  Published: 4/9/2010

Colorado Rep. Wes McKinley filed an ethics complaint against lobbyist Nate Gorman, who he says threatened him with physical violence. Gorman's reputation and his ability to lobby at the Capitol are at stake.

"He said he would cut out my lying tongue and stuff it down my lying throat," said McKinley. "My concern is that if something's not done, it's going to happen again, and then I will slap him. We cannot allow a lobbyist to be bullying a legislator."

Gorman, who represents a veterans group, denied making a threat and said McKinley has been hostile toward him for years. "If it weren't me drawn into something as serious as this is, I would say that's laughable," said Gorman.

They have most recently been at odds on a bill regarding the Trinidad State Nursing Home, where McKinley wants to preserve the status quo and Gorman wants to staunch the flow of U.S. Veterans Affairs money into the facility, which no longer houses veterans.  McKinley said he was waiting for an elevator at the Capitol when Gorman walked up and made the offending statement.

Gorman said that account is not true. He said McKinley out of nowhere said, "Say that again. Say that again" within earshot of another lawmaker to make it appear the lobbyist had said something inappropriate.

Two other lawmakers and a Las Animas County commissioner said they have witnessed Gorman being aggressive, eavesdropping, and interjecting himself into conversations regarding a piece of legislation that would affect the operations of the nursing home.  Gorman's client, United Veterans Committee of Colorado, opposes House Bill 1217. Rep. Jim Kerr signed onto the complaint in support of McKinley. He said he witnessed Gorman "get in the face" of McKinley outside the House chambers.

Rep. Buffie McFadyen said she has felt uncomfortable talking to Gorman. "He's just become completely adversarial," said McFadyen.  Gorman points out that those who spoke against him are all closely involved in pushing the nursing-home legislation.  He said he and his client have been shut out of a number of meetings on the bill.

"We are the group that's standing in their way, and we are the group that's being harmed," said Gorman. "Are we fighting as hard as we can? You betcha."
"Testing Companies Paid Thrasher's Former Lobbying Firm"
Florida  -  Florida Times-Union  -  Published: 4/19/2010

Two out-of-state companies that offer education testing paid a lobbying firm where Florida Sen. John Thrasher was a partner between $60,000 and $190,000 over a two-year period, show state records. During the current legislative session, Thrasher sponsored Senate Bill 6, which, among other things, would have required school districts to develop or acquire end-of-course assessment tests.  After drawing stiff criticism from educators and teachers' unions, the bill was vetoed by Gov. Charlie Crist. Thrasher left the lobbying firm, Southern Strategy, in 2009 and has denied personally lobbying on behalf of the testing companies.

"I never had any connection to [the testing companies]," said Thrasher. "I was bought out last May and don't even have any connection with them anymore."

The companies, Ohio-based IQ Innovations and New Jersey-based Educational Testing Service, say the lobbying Southern Strategy did on their behalf was unrelated to Thrasher's bill.  IQ Innovations paid between $60,000 and $150,000 to Southern Strategy in 2008 and 2009, and Educational Testing Service paid the firm up to $40,000 over the same period, according to state compensation reports.  Lobbying firms are only required to report a range of payments received from clients. The companies are still clients of Southern Strategy, but 2010 compensation reports are not yet filed with the state.

In 2009, Thrasher reported more than $1.5 million in income from Southern Strategy. Included in that amount is a $695,169 buyout, $614,613 in stock sales, and $190,509 in salary, show financial disclosure reports. Lobbyists for Southern Strategy gave more than $7,200 to Thrasher's campaign when he ran for his Senate seat in 2009.
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
"Senator's Firm Capitalizes on His Office"
Georgia  -  Atlanta Journal-Constitution  -  Published: 4/11/2010

For decades, Georgia legislators have used their political and governmental experience and connections to launch lucrative careers after they leave office.  It is less common for sitting lawmakers to launch a business on the exact subject they oversee as committee chairpersons. Sen. Chip Pearson, chairperson of the Senate Economic Development Committee, co-founded an economic development consulting firm that promotes his influence at the Capitol.

The Pendleton Consulting Group states on its Web site: "We're not lobbyists. But we do know who to call and how to get action from top management at Georgia's companies (large and small), and influencers who work behind the scenes. We know how government works."

Two of the firm's four founders are registered lobbyists with longtime business and political connections in the state. As chair of the Economic Development Committee, Pearson oversees any legislation relating to economic development, business, trade, and tourism. Under state ethics law, public officials are not supposed to "take any official action with regard to any matter under circumstances in which he knows or should know that he has a direct or indirect monetary interest in the subject." Pearson said consulted an attorney on the matter and has not crossed ethical lines by mixing his business and his legislative duties.

Watchdogs, however, say it is dangerous to have lawmakers working with lobbyists, who are paid to influence what legislators do during General Assembly sessions. Georgia Common Cause Executive Director Bill Bozarth said Pearson's connections to Pendleton are worrisome. "What we've been doing this session is trying to create distance between lobbyists who try to influence policy and those who create policy, [and] this would indicate that there is a very tight fit between how Mr. Pearson makes a living and his role as a legislator," said Bozarth.

A Georgia Ethics Commission advisory opinion issued last October determined economic development consultants that deal with public policy decisions must register as lobbyists and report regularly to the commission. Pearson said he does not do any lobbying. He said he consults on real estate and construction projects.

Pearson's major legislation introduced this session, Senate Bill 374, calls for the creation of a Legislative Economic Development Council, which would have power to set state economic development policy. Under his bill, Pearson would automatically be one of the key members of the new council. Craig Lesser, a co-founder of Pendleton Consulting Group, said Pearson would not be put into a position where his legislative decisions could be influenced by his role in the company.

"We're not stupid – we're not going to put him in any danger [and] we're not going to put our clients … [or] our firm in any danger," said Lesser. "By the same token, just because he's an elected official doesn't mean he can't have a job."

"Ethics Debate Doesn't Slow Down Lobbying"
Georgia  -  Macon Telegraph  -  Published: 4/11/2010

Amid talk of a new atmosphere at the Georgia Capitol and an ongoing push toward new lobbying regulations, lobbyists have spent close to $1 million this year making their cases to state legislators. That translates to hundreds
of dinners and big handfuls of free tickets for Georgia's part-time lawmakers. But there seems to be a consensus that there is less generosity this year. Former House Speaker Glenn Richardson resigned just before the session began after his wife confirmed a sexual relationship between him and a gas company lobbyist.

"The atmosphere is completely different," said Tom Plank, the acting Georgia Ethics Commission secretary. "And there's a lot less pressure [to spend money on legislators]. I’ve been told that by … lots of lobbyists."

That does not exactly show on the bottom line. Lobbyists spent more than $962,000 on lawmakers and other officials through the latest deadline, March 31, show records. When The Macon Telegraph looked at lobbyist spending in April 2008, they had spent $882,800, with about the same amount of time left to go in the legislative session. For the full 2008 session, lobbyists ended up spending $1.46 million. They spent $1.5 million over the full 2009 session, according to the commission's Web site.

Plank said there has also been an increase in grassroots lobbying, with people who are not professional lobbyists registering with the Ethics Commission and coming to the Capitol to influence legislators. "We were just mobbed with those types of registrants," said Plank.

House Speaker David Ralston, who replaced Richardson, is going after several ethics reforms this year. His bill would require quicker reports from lobbyists, who would have to disclose their spending every 15 days instead of monthly during the legislative session. It would ban lobbyists from e-mailing or sending text messages to lawmakers while they are in committee or voting on a bill on the floor. It would also increase penalties for bribery and failing to file disclosures, as well as focus more on conflicts-of-interest.

But Ralston is taking heat from Georgia Common Cause Georgia, which says his bill does not go far enough. It does not include caps on gifts or meals, which are often enjoyed at Atlanta's best restaurants. Common Cause Executive Director Bill Bozarth said the bill also weakens existing laws by scaling back on the type of trips that must be disclosed. But Ralston said critics favor too much government control. He said the bill focuses on transparency so the voters can decide what is acceptable.

"I go to dinners, OK?" said Ralston. "… You can look it up and see what they spend on me. … I think the public then has a right to look and do research and find out if my decisions are being influenced by dinners. There's no meal that's ever influenced a legislative action on my part. ... I'd just as soon have a sandwich back in Blue Ridge. [But] it's part of the work day."

Many legislators say free dinners are a good way to get to know people in a relaxed atmosphere. They say they learn a lot from lobbyists, many of whom have spent years in their trade and are experts in their aspect of state government. Lobbyists often have a major hand in writing bills. Gifts to lawmakers are listed on-line at the Ethics Commission's Web site, as are campaign contributions. Disclosure is the key, and will remain the focus of ethics reform, said Ralston.
_________________________________________________________________________________________

"Lobbyists, Lawmakers Hobnob Days Before Legislature Convenes"

Georgia  -  Atlanta Journal-Constitution  -  Published: 4/17/2010

Days before the start of the 2010 legislative session, new Georgia House Speaker David Ralston held a campaign fundraiser in Atlanta. In all, Ralston accepted about $90,000 in contributions that day, on his way to raising $131,000 in less than two weeks before the start of the 2010 legislative session, according to campaign finance reports. His counterpart in the Senate, Lt. Gov. Casey Cagle, collected $145,000 in the same period.

State law bans legislators and statewide officials such as Ralston and Cagle from raising money during legislative sessions. So, many of them schedule fundraisers the week before the session, collecting checks from the same people who will soon be in the halls of the Capitol, hoping to influence legislation or secure state funding. That system would not change under ethics legislation being considered following the scandal that brought down former House Speaker Glenn Richardson and made Ralston the chamber's leader. Richardson quit in December after his ex-wife accused him of having an affair with a lobbyist.

The proposed ethics legislation also would not change the system that allows House and Senate leaders, who often run unopposed for re-election, to collect big checks and then dole the money out to other lawmakers in need of financial help to win another term. Ralston said he does not think campaign finance laws need to change. He said he sees nothing wrong with raising money right before the session starts in mid-January.

"… People don’t want to go to fundraisers at Christmas or New Year's," said Ralston. "It's appropriate that we suspend [fundraising] during the session. You have to draw the line somewhere."

The General Assembly banned fundraising during legislative sessions in 1990 in the same bill that put caps on how much money individuals, companies, and PACs can give candidates. The idea was to stop what Ralston says goes on too often in Washington, D.C., members of Congress can vote on legislation during the day and attend fundraisers at night. The limits on how much people can give have changed several times since 1990, but the ban on collecting money during the session merely shifted fundraising to the week before legislative sessions. The same lobbyists and special interests are invited to attend. 

Just before the session this year, for instance, lawmakers collected big money from hospital interests, who have fought Gov. Sonny Perdue over his proposal to tax hospital revenue. The proposal seemed dead in the General Assembly until Perdue threatened to cut Medicaid reimbursements to doctors and eliminate a key sales tax exemption for nonprofit hospitals instead. Lawmakers also collected checks from telephone and cable companies battling it out over legislation to end subsidies to rural phone companies. In addition, they received campaign money from companies such as C.W. Matthews, the state’s biggest highway contractor, and the Corrections Corporation of America, which was paid about $58 million in fiscal 2009 to house state prisoners.

Former lawmaker Charlie Watts, who lobbies for community bankers, estimated he received 50 to 60 invitations for January fundraisers from lawmakers and other candidates. One of the groups Watts represents, the Community Bankers of Georgia, sent out more than 70 checks at the beginning of January. They were relatively small, mostly in the $250 to $500 range. While watchdogs say contributions buy access, Watts questions how much the checks mean in an era when retaining office often requires a massive fundraising effort by lawmakers. But John Thomas, a longtime lobbyist who represents pawnbrokers, cigarette makers, and a leading gun rights group, said he has seen an increase in pre-session fundraisers the past seven or eight years.

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

"Missouri Lawmakers Get Free Cardinals Tickets"

Missouri  -  St. Louis Post-Dispatch  -  Published: 4/11/2010


Each year, public officials in Missouri are given thousands of dollars' worth of St. Louis Cardinals tickets, including access to luxury boxes, admission to Opening Day, and premium seats to sold-out games. They are all gifts from lobbyists and as long as they are reported, they are perfectly legal. While lobbyists in Missouri spend hundreds of thousands of dollars a year feeding and entertaining lawmakers, few if any gifts are as in demand as Cardinals tickets. Since 2007, when stricter reporting rules went into effect, state and local officials have accepted $67,000 in free tickets to Cardinals games and events.

Other states prohibit lawmakers from accepting, much less soliciting, free tickets from lobbyists who are seeking their vote on a particular issue. In Missouri, not only is the practice accepted, it is expected, and not just at the state Capitol. In St. Louis, city council members need only sign up with a Cardinals lobbyist to get their free tickets. "We invite them verbally [and] I do a checklist when they let us know who is coming and who's not," said lobbyist Lou Hamilton, the Cardinals representative at City Hall.

"If I want to take my family to a Cardinals game, all I have to do is pick up the phone and get somebody to pay for it," said state Rep. Steven Tilley, who supports a total ban on lobbyist gifts. "Just because I serve in the General Assembly doesn't mean I should have the privilege or ability to do that."

Not all lawmakers share Tilley's view. State Rep. Chris Carter accepted $1,680 in free Cardinals tickets last year, including $260 for a ticket to the All-Star Game paid for by AmerenUE and $968 in tickets to a game paid for by a lobbyist for millionaire Rex Sinquefield, who is seeking major changes in school choice and the state's tax code.

"I don't think that people care that we get tickets to baseball games," said Carter. "It's a perk of the job – just like if I was a cop, I wouldn't get any speeding tickets."

Missouri began three years ago to require greater details for expenses listed previously only as "entertainment" on disclosure forms filed electronically by lobbyists. They also must note the value of the tickets, or any other gift. In 2009, lobbyists spent a total of $425,000 on Missouri public officials for everything from Krispy Kreme Donuts to hunting trips.

Showering lawmakers with free tickets does not necessarily lead to legislative victories, however. Last session, Ameren fought in Jefferson City for permission to build a new nuclear facility, a push that was unsuccessful. State Sen. John Griesheimer said lobbyists who took lawmakers to Cardinals game were not banking on a vote, but they were counting on access. Baseball games provide a long and leisurely atmosphere for lobbyists to spend time with elected officials outside the frenetic chambers of the state Capitol. "… It's all about access," said Griesheimer.

One proposal in the Missouri House could make it more difficult for lawmakers to watch a game at somebody else's expense. It would prohibit legislators from accepting more than a total of $1,000 worth of gifts a year from lobbyists. The bill passed a special House committee on ethics reform in March. But the measure still must pass the full House and Senate.

"Cobb Apologizes for Destroying Leslie Sign"

Nevada  -  Reno Gazette Journal  -  Published: 4/14/2010

Nevada Assemblyperson Ty Cobb apologized after motorists witnessed him kicking to pieces a campaign sign belonging to Assemblyperson Sheila Leslie. Cobb, who is running for the state Senate, said he was "goofing around" after leaving the Nevada Bighorns Unlimited dinner with friends when he destroyed the sign.

A motorist who had just left the same dinner said he stopped at the intersection light when he saw Cobb get out of the passenger side of a car, walk up, and start kicking the sign. Asked about the truth of the report, Cobb admitted to the incident and offered to pay Leslie for the sign. "… It was a poor attempt at humor and was not done maliciously," said Cobb.

Leslie, who is running for the state Senate in a different district, said she accepted the apology. But she criticized Cobb's behavior.

"It is very disappointing behavior, especially from an elected official," said Leslie. "Politics can be somewhat of a blood sport, but you don't expect elected officials to kick other people's signs to smithereens."

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

"List of Oklahoma's No-Gift Lawmakers to Be Posted On-Line"

Oklahoma  -  The Oklahoman; Staff  -  Published: 4/10/2010

Oklahoma legislators who do not want to receive gifts from lobbyists will be listed on the Internet. Oklahoma Common Cause agreed to provide a link on its Web site to a list of lawmakers who do not want to receive meals, gifts, or things of value from lobbyists, said Lynn Howell, chairperson of the watchdog group. Howell said it is hoped the link to the list can be established before the legislative session ends in May.

The Oklahoma Ethics Commission in February rejected a proposal to provide a link on its Web site to a no-gifts list. Seven legislators had written to the Ethics Commission asking that it consider posting or providing the link. Some lawmakers have posted signs in their offices that they do not accept gifts, but lobbyists still drop them off and legislators must report them if they are unable to return the items.

Howell attended the commission's most recent meeting to present two proposed rules. They would prohibit a corporation or union from making campaign expenditures for or against a District Court judge or a member of the Oklahoma Corporation Commission if it had a case before that candidate within the previous four years, and require campaign committee treasurers to return contributions if they could not get a statement with the donor’s name, address, occupation, and employer.

The proposed rules will be available for discussion throughout the year. Commissioners will decide early next year which rules to submit to legislators for their consideration.

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

"Fumo Ally Gets Six Months of House Arrest"

Pennsylvania  -  Philadelphia Inquirer  -  Published: 4/7/2010

Mitchell Rubin, who for years was an ally and a friend of former Pennsylvania Sen. Vincent Fumo's, was sentenced to six months of house arrest and ordered to return $150,000 to the state, money federal prosecutors said had been for a no-show job. U.S. District Court Judge Ronald Buckwalter told Rubin he was getting "a huge break, in my mind, by not going to jail." Rubin pleaded guilty to obstructing the FBI's investigation into Fumo.

Rubin rose to become chairperson of the Pennsylvania Turnpike Commission. Gov. Ed Rendell fired him last year after disclosures about state payments during Fumo's trial. Fumo and Rubin's wife, Ruth Arnao, a former Fumo aide, were convicted last year on federal charges of conspiracy, fraud, and obstruction of justice. Fumo, once one of Pennsylvania's most powerful legislators, is serving a 55-month sentence, and Arnao is serving a one-year sentence.

Among the charges was that Fumo rewarded Rubin's loyalty by arranging for the Senate to pay him $150,000 in a no-work contract. Rubin repaid the $150,000 just before the sentencing hearing, said Assistant U.S. Attorney John Pease. Rubin did not admit defrauding the Senate, despite the repayment.

Rubin co-owns a well-known firm among local lawyers, B&R Professional Services, which delivers legal papers, provides court reporters, and conducts private investigations. Another firm that Rubin leads has long had a contract with city courts in Philadelphia to serve legal papers. Prosecutors and Rubin dispute the facts of the case. While Rubin pleaded guilty to obstruction of justice and gave FBI agents and prosecutors two different versions of what he did for the money, he still contends he spent significant time acting as an adviser to Fumo and liaison to other groups.

"Ethics Petition Gathering Will Carry on Till Mid-August"

Utah  -  Deseret News  -  Published: 4/21/2010

As expected, leaders of Utahns for Ethical Government (UEG) citizen initiative petition said they failed to get enough signatures in 26 of 29 state Senate districts and so will continue their petition gathering until mid-August. As a result, the legislative ethics petition will not be on the November ballot. None of the other initiative petitions being circulated made the required number of voter signatures by April 15.

The initiative by UEG would set up an independent ethics commission for legislators, limit campaign contributions, ban lobbyist gifts, and make other changes. By state law, to get their legislative ethics changes on the November 2010 ballot, UEG had to turn in the required signatures by April 15. But state law gives petition organizers 12 months to hand in signatures from the time the original petition is filed. If they make that deadline – August 12 for the UEG – then the initiative may go on the next general election ballot, in this case November 2012.

Given the good-weather summer months and being down only a few hundred signatures in key districts, Burningham believes UEG will make the August deadline to get the initiative on the 2012 ballot. Meanwhile, Dave Hansen, chairperson of the Utah Republican Party, which formally opposes the initiative, said the party will not start any kind of effort to convince some party members who signed the UEG petition to take their names off until June, if at all.

GOP leaders must wait for a federal court ruling on whether petition signees' names are private or whether once turned in are public. If the state GOP cannot get the names, then it cannot run a campaign to take names off of the petition. With the summer to gather signatures, Hansen said it probably is accurate to say UEG will get enough for the 2012 ballot. "We just hope at some point citizens will get the chance to remove their names [if they have changed their minds]," said Hansen.

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

"Number of Lobbyist-Written State Bills Grows"

Wisconsin  -  Milwaukee Journal Sentinel  -  Published: 4/19/2010

The role of telephone company lobbyists in drafting legislation to deregulate their own industry is just the latest example of a growing number of Wisconsin bills written by lobbyists in recent years. From education to health care to transportation, state lawmakers are introducing bills crafted by outside interests, often without disclosing lobbyists' involvement.

But the Legislature has exempted its own bill drafts from the state open records law, and a former attorney general failed in an attempt to force lawmakers to disclose who had copies of drafts before a bill was introduced. That means special interests are shaping laws before the public knows the legislation is even being considered, said Wisconsin Democracy Campaign Executive Director Mike McCabe. "If interest groups have access to the bill file, then the public should have access to the bill file," said McCabe.

The Milwaukee Journal Sentinel and other news media have reported phone industry lobbyists and lawyers were heavily involved in drafting a bill sponsored by state Sen. Jeff Plale and Rep. Josh Zepnick that would reduce regulation of landlines. An industry group submitted a list of laws it wanted phone companies to be exempt from, and an AT&T attorney proposed language for a first draft of the bill, show the Legislative Reference Bureau's drafting notes.

"[Because telephone issues are highly technical], it's natural to turn to people who do this every single day …," said Plale. "I don't think it serves anyone's purpose to bring forward a bill that has not been vetted by those whose industry it affects."

Allowing lobbyists to write bills was once taboo in Wisconsin, but now has been noticeable on a wide range of issues, said McCabe. He and Barry Orton, a University of Wisconsin-Madison telecommunications professor, cited 2007 legislation to deregulate cable television and Internet-based video services, such as AT&T's U-Verse. That measure, sponsored by Rep. Phil Montgomery and Plale, ended local government regulation of cable television, although Gov. Jim Doyle used his partial veto powers to add consumer protections. Like the landline bill, the video bill was crafted with significant input from industry lobbyists, particularly representatives of AT&T and Time Warner Cable Corp., said McCabe and Orton.

McCabe also said it was also an example of model legislation proposed by the conservative American Legislative Exchange Council (ALEC), which he described as a conservative "bill mill." Montgomery, ALEC's national treasurer, said the organization's model legislation was only one of several sources he and Plale used to draft the video bill. He said the group enables bipartisan cooperation on issues that cross state lines. ALEC said in 2009, Wisconsin lawmakers introduced 11 bills written by the group, although none passed.

In 2005, then-state Attorney General Peg Lautenschlager sued Rep. Scott Gunderson and then-Sen. Dave Zien after they refused to give her drafts of a bill that would have legalized concealed weapons. Lautenschlager contended the records were public because they had been given to backers, including the National Rifle Association. Doyle vetoed the bill. After losing her 2006 re-election bid, Lautenschlager pursued the lawsuit on her own until an appeals court dismissed the case in 2008.
Ethics In The News from the National Conference of State Legislatures (NCSL)


GEORGIA  -- Ethics reform passed the legislature with near-unanimous support.  The measure, which now awaits the Governor’s signature, would broaden the powers of the ethics commission, impose stricter and more frequent lobbyist and legislator reporting requirements, and increases penalties for violations.  Additionally, a ban on lobbyists texting legislators during session or committee meetings was dropped from the bill.  Two amendments failed: a monetary threshold on gifts from lobbyists to legislators and a revolving door provision.

Atlanta Journal Constitution, April 21, 2010: http://www.ajc.com/news/ethics-bill-passes-house-481292.html
MISSOURI -- Capitol observers speculate that the Senate’s comprehensive ethics bill will have major changes made to it before it reaches the House floor, in particular the removal of several campaign finance reforms.  A House committee added a one-year legislator to lobbyist revolving door amendment, but the Senate is thought to be against the change.

Kansas City Star, April 15, 2010: http://primebuzz.kcstar.com/?q=node/22053
NEW YORK -- The Attorney General has filed a civil lawsuit against the Senate Majority Leader, accusing him of stealing state money through his nonprofit corporation. The lawsuit alleges that more than $14 million was used for meals, vacation and campaign expenses and seeks to remove the Majority Leader and the entire board of directors from governance of the nonprofit. The senator refused to address the charges, saying he would do so in court.

New York Times, April 20, 2010: http://www.nytimes.com/2010/04/21/nyregion/21espada.html 

New York Times, April 21, 2010: http://www.nytimes.com/2010/04/22/nyregion/22bronx.html?ref=todayspaper 

Albany Times Union,  April 21, 2010: http://www.timesunion.com/AspStories/storyprint.asp?StoryID=923325 

Albany Times Union, April 21, 2010: http://www.timesunion.com/AspStories/storyprint.asp?StoryID=923581
PENNSYLVANIA -- A preliminary hearing was held to examine corruption charges filed against a former Speaker and top caucus staff. Testifying under immunity, a former staffer said that the former Speaker was aware that taxpayer-funded technology, contracts and voter lists were being used in campaigns. The defense maintains that state contracts with private computer companies were for legitimate legislative purposes, even if the information was later used for campaigning. The hearing is expected to last at least two more days.

Pittsburgh Tribune-Review, April 22, 2010: http://www.pittsburghlive.com/x/pittsburghtrib/news/state/print_677574.html 

Pittsburgh Post-Gazette, April 22, 2010: http://www.post-gazette.com/pg/10112/1052408-454.stm
VIRGINIA -- The Governor has made an amendatory veto to ethics legislation, reversing a provision that would require the legislature’s ethics committees to continue to review a potential ethics violation even if the member leaves office. The Governor’s change would require that the investigation be passed off to the attorney general’s office. The bill’s sponsor claims the amendment “waters down” the measure. The Governor also made an amendment that would prevent complaints from being filed within 60 days of an election. As passed, the bill allows complaints within that window, but requires that they be held until after an election to avoid politicizing them.

Virginian Pilot, April 15, 2010: http://www.istockanalyst.com/article/viewiStockNews/articleid/4031011
WISCONSIN -- The Assembly censured a member who was arrested three times in one year for driving under the influence.  Some members called for his expulsion and resignation. 

Wisconsin State Journal, April 21, 2010: http://host.madison.com/news/state-and-regional/wisconsin/article_2e232ac8-8c0a-50ee-bfba-c80120493bf3.html
Employers Late With March Spending Reports





Health Care Interests Spend $1.6 Million





Consumer Healthcare Products Association is Top Spender
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Kentucky Legislative Ethics Commission


22 Mill Creek Park, Frankfort, Kentucky 40601-9230


Phone: (502) 573-2863
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