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The final spending reports for the 2011 General Assembly and Special Session show that Altria Client Services, representing Phillip Morris USA and U.S. Smokeless Tobacco, was the top-spending lobbying organization at $98,027 for the first three months of the year.  Altria reports on its website that its affiliated PAC, Altriapac, made campaign contributions in 2010 to 16 Kentucky legislators and legislative candidates, along with caucus campaign committees and both major political parties.

The second-leading spender for the session was the Kentucky Chamber of Commerce, which says it represents 2,700 member businesses, and has spent $79,479 so far this year.  A newcomer to this year’s list of top session spenders is All Things Good, a Louisville chiropractor’s lobbying entity, which spent $65,000 on lobbying in the first three months of the year.  Consumer Healthcare Products Association, which represents the makers of over-the-counter medicines, spent $63,233, primarily on lobbying on legislation relating to the sale of methamphetamine precursors such as ephedrine and pseudoephedrine.

The Kentucky Medical Association (KMA) spent $56,162.  Last year, KMA said it achieved lobbying success “by defeating scope of practice expansion attempts by nurse practitioners, physician assistants, pharmacists, and other non-physician practitioners.”  This year, the next highest spender, the Kentucky Optometric Association ($55,667) lobbied successfully for legislation expanding the scope of practice for optometrists.

Other top-spending lobbying organizations include Kentucky Bankers Association ($54,240); Kentucky Hospital Association ($51,260); Kentucky Retail Federation ($48,476); Kentucky Education Association ($43,743); CSX Corporation ($41,816); Keeneland Association ($40,723); Kentucky Association of Electric Cooperatives ($40,375); AT&T ($38,908); and Baptist Healthcare ($37,812).

Several organizations spent heavily in March, but did not make the list of top spenders for the entire session.  These include the Kentucky Academy of Eye Physicians and Surgeons (ophthalmologists), who reported spending $22,000, primarily lobbying against legislation supported by optometrists.  After spending $2,000 on three lobbyists in January, the ophthalmologists employed seven additional lobbyists for the remainder of the General Assembly.  

Other top spenders for March include the Kentucky Association of Career Colleges and Schools, which spent $21,500 lobbing on legislation relating to for-profit colleges and schools; American Council of Life Insurers ($15,000); EcoPower Generation ($15,000); and National Popular Vote Initiative ($15,000).
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During the 2011 General Assembly, 43 new employers registered with the Legislative Ethics Commission to lobby.  

The newly-registered employers who spent the most on lobbying during the regular and special sessions were: All Things Good, the entity created by Louisville chiropractor Zachary Pappas ($65,000); ecoPower Generation, a Lexington company formed to build and operate renewable bioenergy projects ($30,000); Kentucky Kingdom Redevelopment Co., which unsuccessfully sought a $50 million bond issue to re-open the Louisville amusement park ($25,500); National Popular Vote Initiative, which supports legislation that would require that all of the state's electoral votes be awarded to the presidential candidate who receives the most popular votes in all 50 states ($22,500); and Oak Grove Village, a California developer which is planning to build a large shopping mall near Ft. Campbell ($18,750).  Oak Grove Village supported legislation to extend tax increment financing for its $200 million project, and in January, the organization employed nine legislative agents and seven executive agency lobbyists. 
Other newly-registered employers this session include: Kentucky Citizens Against Runner Solicitation, which opposed in-person solicitation of medical or legal services ($18,000); Securities Industry and Financial Markets Association, a New York-based trade association for the securities industry ($18,000); Time Wise Management Systems, a Florida company that trains workers ($17,946, including $4,671 on a luncheon and demonstration at the Capitol Annex); Safety-Kleen Systems, a provider of environmental services and oil re-refining ($15,250); National College, a for-profit college with six Kentucky locations ($15,250); Beckfield College, a Florence, Ky. for-profit college ($15,000); Education Management Corp., a Pittsburgh-based provider of private post-secondary education ($15,000); NECCO, an Ohio-based company which contracts with the state to provide eight adoption and foster care facilities in Kentucky ($15,000); Greater Paducah Economic Development Council, a non-profit working to attract investment and jobs ($15,000); and Red Bull North America, Inc., the California-based maker of Red Bull energy drink ($14,000); 

While 34 of the new employers registered earlier in the session, the following organizations registered in late February or March:  Advanced Care Center; Dow Corning Corporation; UBS Securities LLC; Florence & Hutcheson; Century Capital Group LLC; ACICS (Accrediting Council for Independent Colleges and Schools); Shelton Fireworks; Association for Competitive Technology; and IBM (last registered in 2009).
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Lobbying reports were due April 15 to report on spending in the month of March.  The following employers have not filed reports:  CoalTek, Inc.; Elizabethtown Airport Board; H.C. Nutting Co.; Insured Retirement Institute; ITeach U.S.; and Kentucky Quarter Horse Racing Association.
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The staff of the Legislative Ethics Commission frequently responds to requests for informal opinions regarding the Code of Legislative Ethics.  Among the opinions issued recently:
---- An organization which employs lobbyists may provide part or all of the funding for events to which legislators are invited.  If all members of the General Assembly are invited, or all members of a recognized caucus, or all members of an interim joint committee, the name of the group invited and the total spent is reported.  If individual legislators are invited, the employer’s spending report is required to list the individual legislators who attend, and the amount spent on each one. 
---- If an organization which employs lobbyists plans to conduct a series of similar events around the state, and if all members of the General Assembly are invited at the same time and given the option of attending one or all of the events, the program of events may qualify for group expenditure reporting.  See OLEC 93-50.
---- An organization which employs lobbyists may sell tickets to legislators at face value, because the legislators are not receiving anything of value.   Instead, they are paying full value, as provided in KRS 6.611(2)(b)14., the definition section of the Code of Legislative Ethics.  

---- As provided in KRS 6.747(2) in the Code of Legislative Ethics, a legislator may accept prepaid transportation, food, and lodging or be reimbursed for actual expenses for out-of-state travel associated with the performance of his duties as a legislator, if the legislator obtains prior approval of the travel from the presiding officer of the chamber in which the legislator serves.
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"Bowl Scandal Prompts Talk of Changing Arizona Laws"
Arizona  -  CNBC (www.cnbc.com)  -  Published: 4/12/2011

State lawmakers are discussing restricting lobbyists' gifts to Arizona legislators and changing disclosure requirements for public officials in the wake of the Fiesta Bowl scandal.  Word of free out-of-state trips and game tickets provided to lawmakers has legislators and others mulling changes in the state's gift-ban and disclosure laws.

 

Some of the officials considering changing the laws are themselves entangled in the scandal because they did not previously report free trips from the Fiesta Bowl and other organizations.  Secretary of State Ken Bennett said a big point of confusion is the gift-ban law's definition of what constitutes a gift is looser than the definition in the law that requires public officials to file annual reports on their personal finances. The effect has been that lawmakers accepted free trips allowed under the gift-ban law without listing them on annual disclosure reports, said the secretary of state.

 

Bennett, a former state Senate president who was appointed secretary of state in 2009, said that is why he planned to amend his own disclosure reports from his years in the Legislature to add several trips.  
 


The gift-ban law generally bars lobbyists from giving gifts to legislators, but the ban does not include travel costs or admission to special events in which all legislators or all members of one chamber or all members of one committee are invited.  On the disclosure side, lawmakers currently must disclose gifts worth more than $500 but only have to list the giver and who in the official's household received it. Bennett said the requirements of the separate laws on prohibiting some gifts and disclosing gifts should be reconciled. "The same event can be a gift in one part of the law and not be a gift in another part of the law,” said Bennett.

 


Senate Ethics Committee Chairperson Ron Gould said he anticipates offering a comprehensive package of changes based on findings of his committee staff's review of disclosure filings and campaign finance reports. He said one possibility would be to ban all gifts completely. "It makes it cleaner so if somebody accepts a gift, they've violated the law,” said Gould.  Arizona Advocacy Network Executive Director Linda Brown said legislative conferences have some value but her group would like a total ban on lawmakers accepting gifts from lobbyists.

 


"Voters don't have the opportunity to take their legislators on junkets or buy them game tickets or to gain that kind of access that creates friendly or chummy relationships," said Brown.  "It's just simply not fair to the voters that the people that are paid to lobby their legislators have that advantage."

 
"Colorado Senators Clear Senate Leader John Morse in Ethics Case"
Colorado  -  Greenfield Daily Reporter  -  Published: 4/12/2011


Senate Majority Leader John Morse, who collected legislative payments on days he golfed and got haircuts, was cleared of wrongdoing by a vote of an ethics committee.  The case stems from a rule that allows legislative leaders to claim $99 a day for doing legislative work outside of the session.

 


A government watchdog filed a complaint after comparing Morse's per diem claims in 2009 against his public schedule. The complaint pointed out the senator's public schedule sometimes included no events that appeared to qualify, such as golf outings and travel to an out-of-town wedding.

Morse also claimed per diem payments while on trips to China and California for legislative conferences where his meals and lodging were presumably already covered.  He insisted he was doing eligible work on all the days he claimed.

 


The ethics panel reviewed the complaint and unanimously voted to dismiss it, acknowledging a senator's word alone is sufficient for claiming legislative per diem payments.  But the case prompted calls from senators in both parties to review the Legislature's per diem rules.

 


Sen. Shawn Mitchell said leading lawmakers should have to explain a bit more what they do on days they claim payments. "It gives taxpayers some idea of the activity that a leader has decided to conduct and charge them extra money for," said Mitchell.  


The ethics panel planned to write a letter calling for the Legislature's presiding officers and top members of both parties to clarify per diem rules.  "Is it your one phone call?  Is it the whole day?  The statute doesn't say how much work is needed to claim the whole per diem," said Sen. Morgan Carroll.  
"Sen. Mike Haridopolos' Rise Aided by Political Partner"
Florida  -  St. Petersburg Times  -  Published: 4/18/2011


From community college professor to Florida Senate president, Mike Haridopolos' political rise has been steady and methodical.  At his side all along has been Frank Tsamoutales, a low-profile lobbyist.  Haridopolos calls him one of his closest political advisers. "He offers good advice; I don't always take it, but I think he's a very smart guy and he's been around the block,'' Haridopolos said of Tsamoutales, who regularly meets with him in the Senate president's office. 

 


Most ambitious politicians have top strategists and fundraisers, but the degree to which Haridopolos' interests and Tsamoutales' have repeatedly overlapped is striking and sometimes controversial. For example, one of Tsamoutales' clients and closest friends pays Haridopolos $5,000 a month for amorphous consulting duties.  Haridopolos was admonished by the Senate recently for failing to disclose the source of that income.

 


Tsamoutales helped persuade Haridopolos to earmark $20 million toward a biomedical development 200 miles from his district.  The developer, a Tsamoutales client, now faces criminal theft charges, accused of bilking taxpayers out of hundreds of thousands of dollars.  Haridopolos bought a Lennar Homes investment property days after Tsamoutales registered as Lennar's agent, which both say is sheer coincidence.

  


Tsamoutales is hardly among the most recognized or elite lobbyists in Tallahassee, despite some top-tier clients including communications giant Harris Corp. and Caesars Entertainment.  But on Florida's Space Coast, the lobbyist/developer/consultant is a prominent power broker who has built close ties to politicians. 
  


In 2005, Haridopolos pressed then-Department of Environmental Protection Secretary Colleen Castille to issue a permit for a company represented by Tsamoutales, Tallahassee-based NuShore, to install an experimental beach restoration system in Brevard County.  Haridopolos helped secure $9.8 million in state funding for the county to use NuShore, show records.  He said it was merely a case of suggesting an effective and cost-effective approach to beach restoration.

 


Around 2004, Haridopolos started consulting for Market Share Systems, a subsidiary of Appliance Direct, represented by Tsamoutales.  It is a company led by Sam Pak, a Korean immigrant in the Orlando area.  Since 2007, Haridopolos says he has earned $5,000 a month from Pak, though he is vague on services provided. "I understand the big picture in the state of Florida, whether it's big business, finance, or where the economy's going,'' said Haridopolos, noting he is on call for Pak to discuss anything from Florida economic trends to national politics.

 


Tsamoutales is Pak's Appliance Direct lobbyist but said he has never been paid.  He calls Pak one of his closest friends and confirmed they are partners in a real estate holding company.  Tsamoutales said people might question a conflict-of-interest for Haridopolos, but there is nothing to it.

 


"That's ridiculous," said Tsamoutales.  "He sells washers and dryers. He doesn't have work before the Florida Legislature.  We just monitor things for him."

 


"It sounds like he's a lobbyist for all purposes while serving as a legislator," said E. Royce White, a blogger and activist. "I know there are degrees of separation when you say you're a consultant for marketing and stuff, but you couple that with he forgets about $100,000 in income and a $400,000 house, and I'm sorry."

"Lawmaker with Interest in Nursing Home Developer Abstains from Vote"
Indiana  -  Indianapolis Star  -  Published: 4/14/2011


An Indiana House committee rejected a proposal to limit private-pay nursing home beds, but it did so without the vote of a lawmaker with ties to nursing home developers.  The Indianapolis Star had reported one of the committee members, Rep. Eric Turner, is a partner in a company invested in his son's nursing home development firm.  In addition, Turner's son and daughter, a lobbyist, have testified against the bill before the committee.

 


Turner had told The Star he saw no need to abstain from voting on the nursing home expansion restrictions, which he opposes for philosophical reasons.  Ways and Means Committee Chairperson Jeff Espich criticized The Star – then asked Turner to abstain.

 


"For those of you who read The Star this morning, there was … I think a very unfair characterization that there are conflicts-of-interest," Espich said at the committee hearing.  "I am going to ask Rep. Turner not to vote on this motion because his family is directly involved."

 


Turner complied with Espich's request that he not vote on the issue.  Many committee members also object to the nursing home bed limits on philosophical grounds because they do not want to restrict the market and the committee voted overwhelmingly to eliminate the limits on new nursing home beds from the bill.  An amended version that did not include those restrictions was passed.

"DiMasi Trial to Highlight Beacon Hill Wheeling and Dealing"
Massachusetts  -  Boston Globe  -  Published: 4/26/2011


Deval Patrick railed against the "Beacon Hill culture" when he ran for governor of Massachusetts in 2006. Now, he is part of a trial with the potential to expose its most unsavory elements.  The governor is the highest-profile potential witness in the trial of former House Speaker Salvatore DiMasi, which began on April 26. DiMasi is accused of receiving $65,000 in kickbacks for helping funnel $17.5 million in state contracts to the software company Cognos.

 


Richard Vitale, DiMasi's friend and former accountant, and their friend Richard McDonough, are charged with extortion and mail and wire fraud, among other charges, for allegedly misappropriating DiMasi's power as speaker. 


Charles Flaherty and Thomas Finneran, DiMasi's two immediate predecessors as speaker, also faced federal charges but ended up escaping prison time.  Flaherty resigned in 1996 after accepting a plea bargain stemming from income-tax violations.  Finneran left of his own accord in 2004 amid allegations he perjured himself during a federal probe of legislative redistricting. He ended up pleading guilty to obstruction of justice, which got him disbarred.

 


The current speaker, Robert DeLeo, joins Patrick on the witness list, as does Senate President Therese Murray.  The spectacle of those Beacon Hill leaders filing in and out of the courthouse has cast a pall over the Capitol just as lawmakers debate ways to close a budget deficit of over $1 billion.

  


DeLeo, meanwhile, faces a major distraction as he tries to corral his members to deal with the budget, pass a Probation Department overhaul he favors, and try to renew support for expanded legalized gambling.  He was one of DiMasi's top deputies, and he will be asked to testify under oath about how deals were cut by his former boss and what he may have known about the Cognos contracts.

  
"DeLeo Rejects Early Disclosure of Donors"
Massachusetts  -  Boston Globe  -  Published: 4/11/2011


Massachusetts House Speaker Robert DeLeo said he will wait months to release names of the donors who flocked to a recent political fundraiser he held at The Liberty Hotel, days before he submits his annual budget proposal.   


At a similar fundraiser last year, DeLeo raised tens of thousands of dollars from a host of special interests – including statehouse lobbyists, trade associations, gambling promoters, health care executives, public employees unions, and corporate leaders – all with keen interest in the House's $30.5 billion spending plan.  DeLeo was not required to disclose that list of donors until September 27, two months after the legislative session ended.

 


As the House Ways and Means Committee released its 2012 budget, lobbyists representing those same interests have become a conspicuous presence in the halls of the Capitol after a dormant winter that saw little activity.
  


Massachusetts Common Cause Executive Director Pam Wilmot said she would like to see legislators disclose who donates to their campaigns on a monthly basis, as candidates for statewide office are now required to do. "There shouldn’t be anything to hide because you're going to disclose one way or another," said Wilmot.

 


DeLeo's fundraiser on the eve of the House budget deliberations is in keeping with a long tradition on Beacon Hill, in which legislative leaders and committee heads often seek donations from those who have business before them.  Senate President Therese Murray and others have also held fundraising events over the past several months, seeking contributions from the same pool of donors who wrote checks to DeLeo's committee.

"Fundraising Stance Doesn't Sway All"
Missouri  -  Columbia Daily Tribune  -  Published: 4/24/2011


For a recent fundraiser at Summit Winery, lobbyists were invited to make contributions payable either to Missouri House Majority Leader Tim Jones' account or to his party’s House Campaign Committee.  Jones reported $11,500 in donations larger than $500 received on the day of the event, but no complete totals will be available until July 15.  Jones had reported raising $72,034 on his most recent report, due April 15, leading all House members. He said it is his job as floor leader to raise money to perpetuate the party’s majority.

 


House Speaker Steve Tilley abstained from taking campaign contributions during the quarter, as he publicly stated he would do when the session began.  He also urged his party colleagues to avoid lobbyist gifts, but was unable to persuade them to put that ban in House rules.  Jones said he would be failing his party colleagues if he followed Tilley's lead. 

 


"The speaker will not be back," said Jones. "He is moving on to other things. I have a duty to 105 other caucus members, a duty to raise money.  That is one of the duties of the House Majority leader." Jones said the donations make no difference in the way he conducts himself, brings legislation to the floor or handles his office.  "People who never contribute a penny have as much access as people who give me a dollar or more," said Jones. 

 


Tilley said his decision on contributions was not directly intended to be an example he expects the rest of House members to follow.  He is sitting on $754,000 – almost seven times the funds held by Jones, who is second in available campaign cash – and plans to run for lieutenant governor. 

Instead, he decided not to raise money for practical reasons – there already are many demands on his time – and to avoid any appearance that legislation is tied to money. 

 


"Clearly, it is different if you are asking for money with legislation in front of you and as speaker you have power over whether it lives or dies," said Tilley. "I didn't want to get a perception that I was doing that as speaker."

  


Rep. Wayne Wallingford said he did not decide not to take donations during the session; he is just too busy learning his new job.  But he said Tilley's admonition to refrain from taking lobbyist gifts is something he has followed.  "We have a new class, a new line of thinking," said Wallingford.  "We are special people, elected by constituents who don't want anything that seems inappropriate.  Perception is reality."

  
"Group Proposes State Ethics Package"
New York  -  Rochester Democrat and Chronicle  -  Published: 4/8/2011


A proposal from a group of Senators would require greater disclosure of New York lawmakers' outside income, establish a whistleblower law for legislative aides, and have a conflict board set up to review any potential confidentiality issues among legislators who are also lawyers.  The package of bills appears as lawmakers negotiate with Gov. Andrew Cuomo on ethics reform, a key issue for the new governor.

 


The bills would prevent lawmakers from serving on the Legislative Ethics Commission. Legislators currently make up the commission, which has been widely viewed as ineffective.

 


"We've always believed that the only way you are going to be able to police the Legislature effectively is by having an independent ethics commission," said Sen. Jeff Klein. "It's really an unsavory practice to have legislators sitting in judgment of their colleagues."

 


The proposal would require legislative leaders to put four citizens on the panel; other statewide elected officials, as well as the state's chief judge, would each appoint a member. The New York Commission on Public Integrity, which currently oversees the executive branch, would also designate one member to the board.

 


Assembly Speaker Sheldon Silver has indicated he believes he has a deal with Cuomo to overhaul the state's ethics laws after myriad scandals have rocked the Capitol.  The framework would include having lawmakers disclose ranges of their outside income and require legislators' private businesses to disclose clients who have dealings with the state.
"Lobbyists, Lawmakers Have 'Educational Relationships'"
Oklahoma  -  Tulsa World  -  Published: 4/10/2011


More than 300 lobbyists are registered with the Oklahoma Ethics Commission, or roughly two for every state lawmaker. At last count, those 300 lobbyists serve nearly 700 clients, from big oil companies to the Arbuckle Simpson Aquifer. Health care interests are by far the most represented sector. Almost 100 health care-related entities, including doctors, nurses, and pharmaceutical companies, have lobbyists at the state Capitol.  That is about twice as many as the financial sector, which is next on the list.

 


Lobbyists are often perceived as shadowy characters with bags of cash and unlimited expense accounts.  At the state level, they contribute millions of dollars to Oklahoma political campaigns and organizations. Just how much is difficult to determine, largely because lobbyists are frequently not identified as such in Ethics Commission reports.

 


There is more to lobbying, though, than passing out checks. Lobbyists say the job is about building relationships and educating lawmakers about the potential benefit or harm of policies and laws. Even critics concede lobbyists serve a useful purpose in the legislative process. 

 


"They bring information to the table that has been very valuable at times," said Rep. Jason Murphey, one of the few legislators who does not take campaign contributions or gifts from lobbyists. "My relationship with lobbyists is awesome.  Because I don't take anything from them, we're able to relate just on the basis of whatever their issue is."

  


Tulsa Metro Chamber of Commerce President Mike Neal said his job is to make sure legislators and other elected officials understand what the members of his organization want and why.  "The average businessman and the average citizen [have] no idea of the intricacies of Oklahoma state government," said Neal. "A lobbyist holds your hand and helps you move through the process." 

  


Rep. Eric Proctor says lobbyists "provide a valuable service for the people they work for" but the people they represent rarely include his constituents in Tulsa.  "Big corporations can afford lobbyists," said Proctor. "The people in my district can't afford them. Who are we here for? The lobbyists or the people we represent?" 
"Appeals Court Overturns Some Convictions against John Ford"
Tennessee  -  The Tennessean  -  Published: 4/15/2011


A three-judge panel of the Sixth U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals overturned some federal convictions against former Tennessee Sen. John Ford, but he will remain in prison to finish serving a five-and-one-half year sentence for a bribery conviction. 

 


Ford was convicted in 2008 in federal court in Nashville for failing to disclose payments he accepted from contractors with TennCare, the state’s expanded Medicaid program, while promoting their interests in the Legislature. Federal prosecutors also charged him with taking $800,000 from two TennCare contractors while he served on two legislative committees that oversaw TennCare.  He was sentenced to 14 years in prison on four counts of concealing material facts and two counts of wire fraud. 

   


Ford is still serving a five-and-one-half year federal sentence on an unrelated bribery conviction stemming from the FBI's "Tennessee Waltz" corruption investigation. In that case, a federal jury convicted Ford in 2007 of taking $55,000 in bribes from undercover agents pretending to seek legislative favors for a fake computer recycling company.

Ethics in the News from the National Conference of State Legislatures (NCSL)
KANSAS  -- The state Governmental Ethics Commission voted to approve an advisory opinion sought by a state senator.  The commission decided that the senator’s company could accept the contract in question with certain limitations. KansasWatchdog.org -- April 14, 2011.
http://kansas.watchdog.org/6657/ethics-advisory-opinion-sought-by-senator-julia-lynn/ 
MARYLAND  -- A Capital News Service analysis of state ethics filings found that about five percent of the total registered lobbyists in the state accounted for nearly 47 percent of all money spent on wining and dining lawmakers during the 2011 session.  Maryland Reporter -- April 25, 2011.  
http://marylandreporter.com/2011/04/25/big-lobbying-shops-can-afford-to-wine-and-dine-legislators-nonprofits-priced-out/ 
NEVADA  --  “There's no way to prohibit lawmakers from jobs that create conflicts, aside from switching to a full-time Legislature, paying a full-time wage and prohibiting outside employment.  Nevada's current system, with giant loopholes and vague statutes, seems to be . . . an invitation to mischief, which leads to mistrust, which breeds apathy and cynicism.” Law Vegas Review-Journal  -- April 10, 2011.
http://www.lvrj.com/opinion/lawmakers-bad-behavior-119558519.html?ref=519
NEW JERSEY -- A state ethics panel dismissed multiple allegations of ethics violations against a state assemblyman.  The panel will further consider whether his advocacy role before state agencies while serving in the legislature is a conflict of interest.  NorthJersey.com -- April 26, 2011. http://www.northjersey.com/news/042611_State_ethics_panel_clears_Rumana_of_several_allegations_still_to_hear_conflict_complaint.html 
NORTH CAROLINA -- A House bill would reign in “pay-to-play” practices by limiting political contributions from anyone who receives a direct financial benefit from a state contract worth more than $25,000. Charlotte Observer -- April 23, 2011. http://www.charlotteobserver.com/2011/04/23/2243486/bill-strikes-at-pay-to-play.html 
OREGON -- The Government Ethics Commission fined five lobbyists from an Oregon legislative advocacy firm for failure to file registration and multiple quarterly spending reports as required by state ethics law.  StatesmanJournal.com -- April 23, 2011. http://www.statesmanjournal.com/article/20110423/STATE/104230323/Lobbyists-fail-file-reports 
PENNSYLVANIA  -- A bipartisan group of legislators is proposing to create a state Public Integrity Commission which would have the power to investigate public officials and employees in all branches of government.  The existing Ethics Commission’s duties would be incorporated into the new commission.
Philadelphia Inquirer -- April 6, 2011. http://www.philly.com/philly/news/pennsylvania/119306834.html
RHODE ISLAND -- State lawmakers are considering a state Constitutional amendment that would reinstate the ethics commission’s power to investigate and prosecute legislators who violate ethics law.
The Boston Globe -- April 11, 2011. http://www.boston.com/news/local/rhode_island/articles/2011/04/11/ri_lawmakers_to_review_gap_in_ethics_oversight/
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