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With the General Assembly scheduled to convene the 2011 Regular Session at Noon on Tuesday, January 4, there are 664 businesses and organizations registered with the Legislative Ethics Commission as employers of lobbyists.  Those employers have 641 lobbyists working on their behalf.  Employer and lobbyist spending reports for the September 1 to December 31 reporting period are due by 4:30 p.m. on Monday, January 17, 2011. 
Several businesses employed legislative agents and filed initial registration forms with the Legislative Ethics Commission in December.  All registrations are valid through December 31, 2011.  The newly-registered employers are DW Real Estate Holdings, a Cincinnati-based real estate business; Sunovion Pharmaceuticals, the U.S. subsidiary of a Japanese pharmaceutical company that bought Sepracor, the maker of the insomnia drug Lunesta; and Lifesafer Interlock, a Cincinnati-based maker of ignition interlock devices designed to prevent driving under the influence.
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The ethics current issues sessions for members of the General Assembly will be conducted on Wednesday, January 5, 2011 and on Thursday, January 6, 2011.

The Code of Legislative Ethics (at KRS 6.716) requires all legislators to attend both sessions of the ethics education course.  At Wednesday’s session, the guest speaker will be former Congressman David Skaggs of Colorado, Chairman of the Board of the Office of Congressional Ethics (OCE) in Washington, D.C. 

OCE was modeled in part on the Kentucky Legislative Ethics Commission, and was established by the U.S. House of Representatives in 2008 as an independent, non-partisan entity charged with reviewing allegations of misconduct against members of the House of Representatives and their staff.  
When appropriate, OCE refers matters to the U.S. House Committee on Standards of Official Conduct, commonly called the Ethics Committee. 

On Thursday, the guest speaker will be Bob Stone, an internationally known author and speaker on ethical leadership.  Bob’s session will be unlike any typical ethics training: no talk about bribery, fraud, or conflict of interest.  He covers what it means to behave ethically, and how that differs from merely behaving legally or in compliance with the rules.  
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By Darrell Proctor, Business Examiner

A Denver-based organizational expert has called for a new set of principles in government, including a change in the attitude toward open access in the halls of the U.S. Senate.  Josh Brodbeck's recent study showed when it comes to working with senators, being a lobbyist is more fruitful than being a private citizen - something business people may already know all too well.

In his study called the “Senate Access Project,” Brodbeck found that a person identifying himself as a “private citizen” had a 74 percent less chance of gaining an audience with a U.S. Senate staff member than the same person who later identified himself as a federally registered lobbyist.

During a recent two-month period, Brodbeck the lobbyist received 27 appointments, compared with only seven for Brodbeck the private citizen.

“At the outset of the study, intuition told me the lobbyist would fare better than the citizen,” Brodbeck said. “But I wasn’t prepared for how disproportionate it turned out to be.  Everything from getting a meeting, to getting a meeting with someone who mattered, or even just getting a response -- it was all much more favorable for the lobbyist – by significant margins.”

Discouraged by the lackluster, and likely automated, responses he received to letters he had written to his own congressional delegation, Brodbeck wondered just what it would take gain sincere attention from a Senate office. Would the requesting party’s status – citizen or lobbyist – make a difference?

Separated by one month in the spring of 2010, Brodbeck twice contacted the office of each U.S. senator – in April as a private citizen, and again in May as a lobbyist – and requested a meeting to discuss a health care bill that was before the Senate at the time.  The methodology and approach for the study was planned and scientific in nature.

For each meeting request, the study tracked more than 20 variables, ranging from a senator’s tenure to how much campaign money a senator accepts from the health care lobby, then referenced the data against whether or not a meeting was granted, and identified trends. 

All of the data collected during the study has been independently verified by Dan Smith, a political science professor at the University of Florida.

Highlights of the study include:

· Overall, the ratio of meetings granted to Brodbeck-the-lobbyist, versus Brodbeck-the-citizen, was almost 4-to-1 (3.86-to-1).

· The average salary of Senate staff members who met with him as a lobbyist was 33 percent higher than staff members he was to meet with as a citizen, indicating that more influential staff members are made available to lobbyists.

· Responses showed no difference in attitudes between Democratic and Republican Senate offices.


To receive a complete copy of the study, copy and paste this link into a web browser: www.proconnectpr.com/articles.htm
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CONNECTICUT -- As required by a 2008 law, the Office of State Ethics conducted mandatory ethics training for newly elected members of the General Assembly.   

Hartford Courant --  
http://articles.courant.com/2010-12-01/news/hc-legislators-ethics-training-1202-20101201_1_state-ethics-ethics-officials-ethics-training
MASSACHUSETTS -- Two House members highlighted 2009-2010 legislative accomplishments, including new mandatory ethics law training, the passing of an ethics law bill strengthening ethics, lobbying, and campaign finance laws; a ban on gifts to public officials and increased authority granted to the Ethics Commission.  

Stoughton Journal --

http://www.wickedlocal.com/stoughton/newsnow/x1966817829/Galvin-Kafka-laud-House-accomplishments
NEVADA -- Lobbyist registration fees will increase from $100 to $300. The price increase is not expected to significantly impact registration. 
Las Vegas Sun --

http://www.lasvegassun.com/news/2010/dec/07/lobbyist-registration-fee-increasing-2011-legislat/
NEW YORK -- A New York lobbyist implicated in an extensive state pension fund investigation has agreed to pay a $500,000 fine in addition to being prohibited from interaction with the comptroller’s office for a period of five years.  The lobbyist has been described as symbolic of the state’s pay-to-play culture and is part of a wider investigation which has included eight criminal pleas and more than a dozen settlements from various lobbying and law firms. 
The New York Times --http://www.nytimes.com/2010/12/09/nyregion/09lobby.html?_r=1&ref=todayspaper
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"Ethics Panel Extending Probe of Three Lawmakers into the Next Congress"

Federal  -  The Hill  -  Published: 12/15/2010

The U.S. House ethics committee extended an investigation into the fundraising of three members in connection to their votes on the financial regulation law.
 

The panel has been looking into the fundraising practices of U.S. Reps. John Campbell, Tom Price, and Joseph Crowley since early September. The Office of Congressional Ethics (OCE), an independent board that conducts preliminary investigations, referred their cases to the ethics committee for further review. At the same time, the OCE dismissed cases against U.S. Reps. Jeb Hensarling, Chris Lee, Frank Lucas, Earl Pomeroy, and Mel Watt.
 

In May, the OCE launched a probe into the fundraising activities of all eight members to determine whether there were any links to their votes on the Wall Street reform bill.
 

The probe was controversial and led to increased criticism that the relatively new OCE was leading witch-hunts against members. All members targeted have denied any wrongdoing and expressed confusion over why the OCE had looked into their fundraising practices to begin with.
 

The OCE investigation advanced from a preliminary review to a second stage in June, allowing 45 more days and a possible 14-day extension for completion. In order to reach the second stage, the OCE had to determine there was probable cause to believe the allegations were true. 
 

All three of the lawmakers still under ethics committee scrutiny held fundraisers within one day of the vote on the financial-services overhaul.
____________________________________________________________________________________
"Governor: Seven ethics laws a foundation to change Alabama"
Alabama  -  Bloomberg News (www.bloomberg.com)  -  Published: 12/20/2010

Outgoing Gov. Bob Riley signed seven new ethics laws, calling them a foundation that future state officials must build upon to strengthen the public's shaken trust in state government and give Alabama a reputation as a state where corruption is not tolerated. Legislators passed the bills after the governor summoned them for a special session.
 

The new ethics standards were put in place after corruption scandals in two-year colleges and Jefferson County sewer projects that led to guilty pleas or convictions against several public officials, including a mayor of Birmingham, a two-year college chancellor, and three legislators. In addition, two current lawmakers and two former legislators are awaiting trial on charges accusing them of buying and selling votes on a gambling bill. Riley said the new laws will change Alabama's political traditions and the state's image, but the Legislature should not stop with them.
 

 

The bills place limits, for the first time, on how much lobbyists and the people who hire them can spend entertaining public officials; strengthen the investigative ability of the Alabama Ethics Commission by giving it subpoena power; require ethics training for elected officials and lobbyists; and ban the transfer of campaign funds between PACs, a popular way to disguise who is giving to a candidate.
   

Alabama Ethics Commission Executive Director Jim Sumner said his agency hopes to use opinions and regulations to make sure the law is not abused. If it is, the commission will propose changes under Gov. elect Robert Bentley, said Sumner.
____________________________________________________________________________________
"Casino Lobbyist Pleads Guilty in Alabama Gambling Probe, Cooperating with Investigators"
Alabama  -  CanadianBusiness.com  -  Published: 12/21/2010

Alabama lobbyist Jarrod Massey pleaded guilty in the state gambling corruption case and became the second member of his lobbying firm to admit offering bribes to lawmakers to support pro-gambling legislation. Massey, the lobbyist for the closed Country Crossing casino in Dothan, pleaded guilty to one count of conspiracy and five counts of bribery.
 
Massey, Country Crossing developer Ronnie Gilley, and nine others were arrested in October on charges accusing them of buying and selling votes on pro-gambling legislation. Gilley's lawyer, Doug Jones, said his client never authorized any bribes and trusted the well-known lobbyist to operate ethically. "Unfortunately, that trust was misplaced," said Jones.
 
Brett Bloomston, Massey's lawyer, said his client wanted to accept responsibility for his actions and agreed to help federal prosecutors. He is the second member of his firm, Mantra Governmental, to plead guilty; his assistant, Jennifer Pouncy, pleaded guilty to conspiracy involving bribe offers.
 
Massey's plea agreement discusses several other defendants, including Milton McGregor, owner of VictoryLand Casino and a minority owner in Country Crossing; two current state senators, Quinton Ross, Jr. and Harri Anne Smith; and two former senators who were in the Legislature when the gambling bill was being considered last spring, Jim Preuitt and Larry Means.
 
In the plea agreement, Massey describes meetings and phone calls involving Gilley and McGregor as they sought to pass legislation designed to let their casinos keep operating highly profitable electronic bingo machines. Massey admitted that as Country Crossing's lobbyist, he offered Preuitt $1 million and authorized Pouncy to offer Preuitt substantial election assistance, including telling Pouncy they had up to $2 million of Gilley's money to use in obtaining Preuitt's vote.
 
Massey also admitted promising hundreds of thousands of dollars in campaign support to an unnamed House member in 2009, offering $1 million per year in public relations work to an unnamed state senator for his support in the spring, giving $5,000 to Ross for his vote, and giving $13,000 to Smith in return for her vote.
 
Gilley and McGregor were pushing a bill that would allow electronic bingo casinos to remain open rather than being shut down by Gov. Bob Riley's task force on illegal gambling. The bill died in the 2009 session. On the second try in spring 2010, it passed in the Senate, but was defeated in the House after news broke that the FBI was investigating the Legislature. The two former senators and two present senators voted for the bill.
 
Massey is scheduled for sentencing in September. That is long after any testimony he might give in the April 4 trial for his 10 co-defendants. He could received up to five years in prison and a $250,000 fine on the conspiracy charge and 10 years in prison and a $250,000 fine on each bribery charge.
____________________________________________________________________________________
"Fiesta Bowl Ends Free Tickets for Lawmakers"
Arizona  -  Arizona Republic  -  Published: 12/14/2010

The Fiesta Bowl, under a state investigation amid accusations its employees made illegal campaign contributions, no longer will give Arizona legislators free tickets to its games. The bowl, which had been giving lawmakers free tickets since at least 1998, recently informed legislators that those who wished to attend could pay face value for tickets.
 

The bowl is hosting three games – the Insight Bowl, the Tostitos Fiesta Bowl, and the BCS National Championship Game – from December 28 to January 10, and the games are expected to pump more than $400 million into the local economy. Lawmakers, in a November letter, each were offered the opportunity to buy two tickets to each game, with prices ranging from $22 to $325 a ticket, depending on the game.
 

 

The move comes as the Fiesta Bowl, in its 40th year, faces scrutiny from within and outside the organization over how it operates in political circles to stay among the top four college football bowls in the country. The bowl has used its political muscle to win the opportunity to host a national championship game every four years, which brings in thousands of out-of-state tourists.
 

But in the past year, the bowl has faced numerous challenges, and the Arizona attorney general's office this fall began a grand-jury investigation regarding campaign contributions, according to several sources. After the Fiesta Bowl was informed of the grand-jury probe, bowl officials in October said they received new information regarding the campaign contribution allegations.
 

Meanwhile, Playoff PAC Inc., a federal PAC that wants the bowls replaced with a championship playoff system, in September asked the IRS to investigate whether the Fiesta Bowl and two other premier bowls violated their tax-exempt status. Playoff PAC claims the Fiesta Bowl pays excessive salaries and perks and has done undisclosed lobbying.
 

The state probe comes after The Arizona Republic reported that employees said they were encouraged to write checks to specific candidates and were reimbursed by the bowl, which would be a felony. The Republic reported that more than $38,000 in campaign contributions were made to local, state, and federal candidates since 2000 by 14 Fiesta Bowl employees. Current and former employees told the newspaper the checks were delivered to politicians through lobbyists. Since 2001, the Fiesta Bowl has spent $1.6 million on lobbyists, according to its tax returns. Its spent $202,000 in 2008-2009, according to the most recent records.
 

The complaint to the IRS accuses the Fiesta Bowl of not disclosing lobbying activities. The IRS has said that an organization cannot qualify for 501(c)(3) status if a substantial part of its activities involves lobbying, although some lobbying is allowed. The bowl in the past said its lobbyists were consultants.
 

The Fiesta Bowl has long made campaign contributions and given free tickets to politicians as a way to generate goodwill, although contributions during the 2010 cycle dropped significantly. Giving tickets to legislators is legal as long as they are offered to the entire body or to all members of a legislative committee. In the past, the bowl has asked for and received state subsidies from the Legislature, and Arizona lawmakers have sided with the Fiesta Bowl regarding disputes at University of Phoenix Stadium with the Arizona Cardinals and the Arizona Sports and Tourism Authority.
____________________________________________________________________________________
"Blakeslee’s Political Reform Bills Target Gifts, 'Robo-calls'"
California  -  San Louis Obispo Tribune  -  Published: 12/9/2010

California Sen. Sam Blakeslee is targeting "robo-calls" and gifts such as tickets to Los Angeles Lakers games in a political reform package he has introduced. "It's time for Sacramento to get serious about political reform," Blakeslee said as he introduced three separate reform bills recently. 
 

Blakeslee said his bill would allow voters to opt out of receiving these calls by joining a do not call list. He also said his legislation would make it easier for voters to find out who is behind automated messages. In addition to going after "robo-calls," Blakeslee is targeting what he calls lavish gifts from lobbyists and their employers. 
 

"Legislators do not require Pebble Beach tee times, box tickets to the Lakers, or international getaways to do their jobs," said Blakeslee. "This type of extravagant gifting in a time when California families are struggling to pay their bills fosters the wrong culture in Sacramento and sends the wrong message to the public."
 

Under current law, registered lobbyists are prohibited from providing a legislator with any gift with a value in excess of $10 a month. But the lobbyist’s employer is not subject to this limit.
 

"This is where the problematic loophole exists," Blakeslee spokesperson Erin Shaw wrote in an e-mail. "The lobbyist employer is instead subject to a $420/year limit."
 

Shaw wrote that in 2007, the total value of tickets and passes to sporting events, concerts and places such as Disneyland given to Assembly members and senators was $37,420.86. The total value of recreational activities such as ski trips, hunting trips, and spa treatments was $7,850.40. 
 

"These are the sorts of special-interest gifts the public sought to prohibit when they passed the Political Reform Act in 1974 and imposed the limits on lobbyist gifts," wrote Shaw. "Yet the gift giving persists under this lobbyist employer loophole. It is this loophole that we are seeking to close, essentially holding lobbyist employers to the same standard as the lobbyists they employ."
 

Finally, Blakeslee is calling for all budget-related documents and trailer bills to be publicly posted no less than 72 hours before a vote is held.
____________________________________________________________________________________
"Top Lawmaker Will Push for More Limits on Lobbyists"
Georgia  -  Atlanta Journal-Constitution  -  Published: 12/13/2010

House Judiciary Committee Chairperson Wendell Willard he would try once more to limit lobbyist spending on Georgia lawmakers despite the leadership’s opposition to the idea. Willard still sees a need for a ban or cap on lobbyists' ability to entertain lawmakers.
 

"We're still looking at the gift limits," Willard said as lawmakers gathered for a University of Georgia conference in advance of January's new legislative session. Willard spoke to reporters as incoming legislators received an in-depth review of state ethics and campaign finance laws.
 

House Ethics Committee Chairperson Joe Wilkinson, a panelist in the review session, said he does not believe that gift bans or caps work. "If a ban worked I would have included it," Wilkinson said of a package of changes to state ethics laws that lawmakers approved in this past legislative session.
 

While Willard and others pushed for at least a cap of $100 on lobbyist spending per lawmaker, Speaker David Ralston, Wilkinson, and others said transparency was more important. Under the new law, lobbyists will have to file disclosure reports every two weeks while lawmakers are in session. 
  

Lawmakers this past spring made the first significant changes to the state's ethics laws in several years. After much debate, the new law gave the Georgia Ethics Commission broader power and tightened reporting requirements for lobbyists and lawmakers. It increased the fines for anyone who violates the law and for the first time outlined a specific ban on sexual harassment and the use of state agencies or authorities to harass someone. But the bill did not address campaign contributions or lobbyist spending, something government watchdogs sought.
____________________________________________________________________________________
"Ethics Committee Backs Full Inquiry on Hart"
Idaho  -  Spokane Spokesman-Review  -  Published: 12/13/2010

A special House Ethics Committee voted to launch a full investigation into the latest ethics complaint against tax-protesting Idaho Rep. Phil Hart and reconvene in January.
 

The committee is considering an ethics complaint filed against Hart by Rep. Eric Anderson, charging Hart has violated his oath of office by fighting his state and federal income taxes and claiming they are unconstitutional; by invoking legislative privilege to win delays in his personal tax cases; and by illegally logging state school endowment lands for logs to build his home in Athol in 1996, for which he still has not paid an outstanding judgment. "I don't know why we have an oath if it's not going to be enforced," Anderson told the committee. 

 

According to public records including IRS liens and court documents, Hart owes more than $500,000 in back state and federal income taxes, penalties, and interest. He also has an outstanding judgment for thousands of dollars stemming from a 1996 timber theft on state endowment lands that he unsuccessfully defended in court.
____________________________________________________________________________________
 
"Probation Inquiry Shifts to Legislature"
Massachusetts  -  Boston Globe  -  Published: 12/16/2010

The criminal investigation into alleged rigged hiring at the Massachusetts Probation Department has moved beyond the agency itself into the Legislature, where a federal grand jury has issued subpoenas for records and House and Senate leaders are retaining an outside attorney. House Speaker Robert DeLeo confirmed the subpoenas but said he does not know whether any state lawmaker has yet been called to testify before the federal grand jury that is considering charges, including fraud and extortion, in the patronage scandal that has implicated the top leadership of the Probation Department.
  

The criminal inquiries were triggered by a damning and highly detailed report by a special prosecutor appointed by the Massachusetts Supreme Judicial Court. Independent counsel Paul Ware, Jr. said Probation Commissioner John O'Brien presided over "fraudulent hiring and promotion on a pervasive scale."
 

Ware identified several lawmakers who benefited from O'Brien's patronage system, including DeLeo and one of his top lieutenants, Rep. Thomas Petrolati. Ware found that while many rank-and-file legislators requested jobs, high-ranking lawmakers had the most success. Former House Speaker Salvatore DiMasi and former Senate President Robert Travaglini had impressive track records placing job candidates, found Ware. Other legislators who frequently sponsored probation applicants included Senate Ways and Means Committee Chairperson Steven Panagiotakos and Sens. Mark Montigny and Marc Pacheco, said the report.
 

The Globe has reported the FBI and the IRS in Springfield were interviewing people about Petrolati's connections with the Probation Department and his outside business interests. Petrolati, who had been serving under DeLeo as the third-in-command in the House, agreed not to seek re-election to his leadership post. Petrolati has had more influence than any other politician over the probation agency, where his wife and more than 100 financial supporters now work and where his contributors run 19 of the 25 probation offices.
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

"Tilley Not Accepting Money during Session"
Missouri  -  Columbia Missourian  -  Published: 12/16/2010

Incoming Missouri House Speaker Steve Tilley said he would not accept or solicit campaign contributions during the upcoming legislative session despite his decision to become a candidate for lieutenant governor. Tilley is sitting on a campaign fund that held $628,782 on November 30. Tilley has shown he is one of the best legislative fundraisers, collecting and dispersing several million dollars during his rise to the top job in the House. But being speaker is different, Tilley said, adding that he will leave fundraising chores to the incoming floor leader, Rep. Tim Jones. "The speaker is in a unique position [with] personal control over everything [done in the House]," said Tilley.
 

Any unsolicited contributions he receives during the session will be returned, said Tilley. "I think I will be the first speaker in a generation to do that," added Tilley. 
 

In addition, Tilley announced he would not accept any gifts, meals, or other perks from lobbyists during the upcoming session. He said he would urge his fellow legislators to follow suit but stopped short of promising to introduce an ethics bill, as he did last year, to ban the practice or seek to force what could be a divisive vote on rules to impose the ban on House members. 
 

"I am doing my best to change the dynamic and the way things happen in Jefferson City," said Tilley. "[But] it has become clear that a big group of senators don’t want to change business as usual."
 

Tilley said he decided to stop accepting lobbyist gifts and meals after discussing the matter with his parents, showing them news reports about the gifts he has received. Although he said meals or gifts have not influenced his votes, his parents told him it gave him a bad image. Tilley said he wished he had followed Sen. Jason Crowell’s advice to avoid lobbyist largesse and wants to set an example for his fellow House members, which this year will include the largest class of newcomers since 2002. "I don't want them to make the same mistakes I did," said Tilley.
"Top Veon Aide Going to Prison in Bonusgate"
Pennsylvania  -  Philadelphia Inquirer  -  Published: 12/16/2010

Jeff Foreman, the chief of staff for former Pennsylvania Rep. Mike Veon, was sentenced to 11 to 23 months in prison after he admitted directing public resources to political campaigns. Foreman could have been sentenced to as much as seven years. Veon is serving six to 14 years in prison.
 

Dauphin County Court Judge Richard Lewis said Foreman's crimes were serious enough to warrant incarceration. During the trial, Foreman admitted campaigning on state time and forcefully ordering others to do the same. He also testified he reviewed lists of proposed taxpayer-funded bonuses to be given to state workers as rewards for political work. 
 

"You were not merely a foot soldier, [but a close adviser who was] in the best position, as friend and counsel to Veon, to advise him against the scheme to award taxpayer dollars to individuals for campaign work," said Lewis. 
 

Defense attorney Royce Morris argued Foreman was the victim of a Capitol culture where lines between political and legislative work often blurred. Lewis, however, said Foreman helped create that culture. He said Foreman's political directives were "systematically repeated over a three-year period to such an extent that those actions became part of the landscape."
 

Three defendants were found guilty in the "Bonusgate" corruption scheme while seven others, including Foreman, pleaded guilty and cooperated in the investigation. Foreman originally had been charged with 24 crimes but as part of a cooperation agreement, pleaded guilty to four, all third-degree felonies. 
 

Foreman is cooperating in other investigations, as well, and is expected to testify in February in another case involving his former boss. Veon and the former manager of his district office, also convicted in the "Bonusgate” case, are accused of misusing state grants given to Beaver Initiative for Growth, a nonprofit they ran. Veon represented Beaver County in the Legislature for 22 years.
_____________________________________________________________________________________
"Former Assembly Speaker Scott Jensen Settles Misconduct-in-Office Case"
Wisconsin  -  Appleton Post-Crescent  -  Published: 12/21/2010

After more than eight years of delays and appeals, former Wisconsin Assembly Speaker Scott Jensen settled his misconduct-in-office case. Prosecutors charged Jensen in 2002 with using state workers to campaign for legislative candidates. Now, he will walk away from the case after paying a $5,000 forfeiture and $67,000 to cover the state's legal fees, all without spending a day in prison. Jensen pleaded no contest to using his position for financial gain, a civil violation. In return, Waukesha County District Attorney Brad Schimel agreed to drop the other felony counts. 
 

The plea agreement brings an end to the so-called caucus scandal, a secret probe into corruption at the Capitol. The investigation began in 2001 after the Wisconsin State Journal reported lawmakers were using their staff members as personal campaign workers. Prosecutors charged Jensen in October 2002 with three felony counts of misconduct in office and a misdemeanor ethics violation. They accused him of using state workers in his Capitol office and in the legislative caucus, a now-defunct group of policy analysts, to campaign for candidates.
 

The probe ensnared some of the most powerful figures in Madison at the time. All of them were convicted in plea deals, except Jensen. He fought every step of the way, filing multiple appeals and delaying proceedings against him for years. A jury finally convicted him on all counts in March 2006 after a three-week trial that exposed numerous lawmakers who got campaign help from state workers.
 

Jensen was sentenced to 15 months in prison, but convinced a judge to let him remain free while he pursued more appeals. In November 2007, a state appeals court granted him a new trial, ruling a jury instruction wrongly concluded that using state resources to campaign automatically equated to criminal intent.
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