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The Current Issues Seminar for legislators is scheduled for 9 a.m. on Wednesday, January 9 and Thursday, January 10, 2013 in Room 154 of the Capitol Annex in Frankfort.  Both sessions will last for 90 minutes and the Code of Legislative Ethics requires all General Assembly members to attend.

The Legislative Ethics Commission will conduct a training session for legislative agents and employers on Friday, January 11, 2013 at 1:30 p.m. in Room 129 of the Capitol Annex.









[image: image2.jpg]




In 10 months of research, The New York Times examined and tallied thousands of local business incentives granted nationwide and found that states, counties and cities are giving up more than $80 billion each year to companies.  According to The Times, the beneficiaries come from virtually every corner of the corporate world, encompassing oil and coal conglomerates, technology and entertainment companies, banks and big-box retail chains. 


Data compiled by The Times shows that Kentucky spends at least $1.41 billion per year on incentives, including $569 million to energy development and coal industry support (second highest total among the 50 states in that business sector); $341 million for agricultural development (fifth highest total in the U.S.); and $180 million for manufacturing (19th highest among the 50 states).


For the years examined, the top 10 beneficiaries in Kentucky are Ford Motor Co., which has been awarded $307 million in corporate income tax credits and free services; Weyerhaeuser ($205 million); Cash Creek Generation ($150 million); Gallatin Steel ($140 million); United Parcel Service/UPS ($110 million); International Paper Co. ($104 million); Tyson Foods ($94.1 million); Nestle’ ($88.1 million); Secure Energy Kentucky ($85 million); and Toyota Motor Corp. ($83.8 million). 


Kentucky’s next 10 top beneficiaries are C-TMEMM, Inc. ($69.3 million); General Electric ($53.1 million);  Tower Automotive ($48.1 million); Integrity Automotive ($48 million); Citigroup ($46.8 million); Ark Encounter ($43.1 million); Dana Holding Corp. ($42.6 million); WNT, LLC ($42 million); Westlake Chemicals ($40.1 million); and AK Steel ($40 million).

The Times says “the cost of the awards is certainly far higher.  A full accounting . . . is not possible because the incentives are granted by thousands of government agencies and officials, and many do not know the value of all their awards.  Nor do they know if the money was worth it because they rarely track how many jobs are created.  Even where officials do track incentives, they acknowledge that it is impossible to know whether the jobs would have been created without the aid.”Kentucky spends at least $1.41 billion per year on incentive programs, according to the most recent data available. That is roughly: Kentucky spends at least

The Times analyzed more than 150,000 awards and created a searchable database of incentive spending.  The survey was supplemented by interviews with more than 100 officials in government and business organizations as well as corporate executives and consultants.   For information on Kentucky, see http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2012/12/01/us/government-incentives.html#KY
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Judge Anthony Wilhoit, Executive Director of the Kentucky Legislative Ethics Commission, recently received the highest international award given to a person working in the area of ethics, campaign finance, and election law.

                At a ceremony in Columbus, Ohio, Wilhoit received the COGEL Award, presented by the Council on Governmental Ethics Laws, a professional organization for agencies, organizations, and individuals with responsibilities in ethics, elections, campaign finance, lobbying laws, and freedom of information.  COGEL includes members from the U.S., Canada, Australia, and other nations.

                President Jimmy Carter and U.S. Senators John McCain and Russ Feingold are among the past recipients of the COGEL Award.

                “In my 40 years as a journalist covering government and politics, I have known no one who has contributed more to ethical standards and ethical performance in public office than Judge Anthony Wilhoit,” said Al Cross, a fellow Kentuckian who was asked by COGEL to present the award to Wilhoit.

                Cross is Director of the Institute for Rural Journalism and Community Issues at the University of Kentucky, and a long-time reporter and columnist for The Courier-Journal.  Cross works with Wilhoit on the Kentucky Judicial Campaign Conduct Committee, a non-profit, non-partisan group that tries to discourage campaigning that “erodes the dignity, integrity and independence of the judiciary.”

                “When lawyers, judges, legislators, and civic-minded people in Kentucky think about government ethics, Judge Wilhoit’s name is the first that comes to mind,” Cross said at the award ceremony.  “So I’m glad COGEL is giving him the national recognition he so well deserves.”

                Wilhoit joined the Legislative Ethics Commission in 1997, after retiring as Chief Judge of the Kentucky Court of Appeals, on which he served for 21 years.  When he arrived at the Ethics Commission, the four-year-old group was under fire because of recent changes to the ethics statutes enacted by the General Assembly and the resignation of several Commission members.

               By recruiting new members to serve on the Commission and guaranteeing fair and vigorous enforcement of the ethics law, Wilhoit rebuilt the reputation of the Commission and assured the people of Kentucky that their state legislators were subject to high ethical standards, and those standards would be respected.

              “Judge Wilhoit’s guidance of the Legislative Ethics Commission has strengthened the organization by expanding its education and outreach efforts to the public, and to legislators, lobbyists, and employers of lobbyists,” said George Troutman, the Louisville CPA who chairs the Ethics Commission.  “At least partly as a result of these efforts, no legislator or lobbyist has been investigated by state or federal law enforcement, or indicted for official impropriety since the 1993 adoption of the Code.”

                Wilhoit’s more than 50 years of public service include his appointment in 1972 as Kentucky’s first State Public Defender.  For several years, he travelled throughout the Commonwealth to establish public defender resources in dozens of communities to assure that legal assistance was available to indigent defendants.

                His other experience includes service in the U.S. Army, and as police judge, city attorney, county attorney, and deputy secretary of the Justice Cabinet.  He received an AB from Thomas More College, a law degree from the University of Kentucky, and an LLM from the University of Virginia.
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Two former employers of legislative agents have returned to lobbying, there is one new employer registered which has not previously lobbied in Kentucky, and one company has quit lobbying.


Larue County government was registered to lobby from January, 2006 to August, 2010, then stopped lobbying.  The county is again registered to lobby and is employing six legislative agents. 


Likewise, Competitive Carriers of the South (CompSouth) employed a lobbyist in March and April, 2012, then quit lobbying and is now registered again and employing three lobbyists.  CompSouth is a Nashville-based industry association representing communications service providers.  CompSouth lobbied in the 2012 General Assembly on Senate Bill 135, which would have deregulated telephone and broadband providers.


The employer which is new to Kentucky is The Innocence Project, whose website states its mission is “to free the staggering numbers of innocent people who remain incarcerated and to bring substantive reform to the system responsible for their unjust imprisonment.”

After lobbying since January 2010, coal producer Alpha Natural Resources has terminated its registration and ceased lobbying in Kentucky.  Alpha recently announced it is eliminating about 1,200 positions from its workforce of 13,100 employees, and reducing its annual coal production and shipments by approximately 16 million tons.  The company said it is reducing production because market conditions “have been challenging throughout much of 2012,” and coal prices have fallen to levels which make certain types of coal “uneconomic” to produce.
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The staff of the Legislative Ethics Commission issues informal opinions in response to specific questions about the Code of Legislative Ethics.  Among the recent opinions:

· The Code of Legislative Ethics allows a member of the General Assembly to serve on the board of a non-profit, but a legislator should not participate in the legislative activities of a non-profit on whose board the legislator serves.  In 1993, the Legislative Ethics Commission issued an opinion (OLEC 93-30) advising legislators who are board members to avoid taking part “in activities of the Board which are intended to influence the General Assembly, including directing the acts of a legislative agent.” 

· The Code of Legislative Ethics (at KRS 6.757) states that a former legislator “shall not be a legislative agent (lobbyist), other than for a public agency, until after two years have elapsed since the date the legislator left office.”  If a former legislator is not being paid to lobby, then he or she is not a “legislative agent” under the ethics law, and is not required to register as a legislative agent.  

· A legislator who is an attorney may represent a client who is seeking certification by the Kentucky Transportation Cabinet as a “Disadvantaged Business Enterprise”.  Representing a client who is seeking certification as a Disadvantaged Business Enterprise is allowed by KRS 6.744.  The statute prohibits a legislator/attorney from representing clients in matters relating to contracting, purchases or sales of goods if a state agency is involved.  However, in this particular situation, the client is simply seeking a status which will allow her to bid on contracts, rather than negotiating on an actual contract.
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Lobbyists Could See More Curbs Arising From Campaign Finance Movement
Federal  -  Roll Call  -  December 4, 2012


Lobbyists, who are already chafing under lobbying restrictions and congressional ethics rules, could soon have a brand new headache: a nascent grassroots movement that is placed reining in lobbyists at its center.  Spearheaded by a coalition of campaign finance experts and activists called Represent.Us, the campaign is working to build grassroots support for a measure that would drastically limit lobbyist fundraising, among other provisions. 

 


Dubbed the American Anti-Corruption Act, the plan would also curb unrestricted super PACs and make it harder for such groups to coordinate with candidates.

 


"It's the boldest package of reform that we've seen maybe in a century that would change how Washington would work," said Lawrence Lessig, a professor at Harvard Law School and founder of the anti-corruption group Rootstrikers.  Lessig and other Represent.Us organizers say their goal is to build public pressure outside the Beltway before taking their plan to Capitol Hill.

 


"The view is that lobbyists should be requesting congressional action, but they should not then be fundraising, bundling and giving substantial sums to the people whose actions they are seeking," said Trevor Potter, president and general counsel of the Campaign Legal Center and a key author of the proposal. 

 


The plan would ban members of Congress from raising funds from those who lobby them unless they recuse themselves from actions to benefit those donors. 

 


In theory, K Street professionals might welcome a break from fundraising.  The Represent.Us plan builds on a resolution approved by the American Bar Association last year that would impose a waiting period on lobbyists making campaign donations, in addition to expanding lobbyist disclosure and registration rules.  In June, the American League of Lobbyists also unanimously approved a package of changes aimed at expanding lobbying disclosure requirements.

  
San Jose to Keep Strict Rules on Disclosing Lobbyists' Texts, E-mails
California  -  California Watch  -  December 10, 2012


Secret electronic communications between San Jose's elected officials and lobbyists during public meetings are now permanently banned.  In a nod to the ubiquity of handheld devices at public meetings, city council members imposed strict rules on themselves, requiring they disclose communications from lobbyists who e-mail or text them during council meetings.

 


The policy cements San Jose's role as a leader in requiring its elected officials to disclose their communication with lobbyists.  The rules are effective immediately and make permanent the temporary requirements approved by the council in March 2010.

 


"There were some instances where lobbyists were communicating with council members on the dais," said Mayor Chuck Reed.  "We want to have sunshine so people are made aware of lobbyists' interactions with elected officials."

 


If a lobbyist contacts a council member by text, e-mail, or handwritten note during a public meeting, the member is required to announce the identity of the lobbyist and the subject of the communication before it comes to a vote.

 


Reed helped lead the effort for more disclosure after The San Jose Mercury News reported lobbyists were communicating with council members by text and e-mail during meetings.  While the policy does not require council members to describe the precise nature of their exchanges with lobbyists, Reed said it would help media and constituents "follow up and figure out what’s going on." 

San Jose has about 50 registered lobbyists.  Among them is Tom Saggau, a partner at Saggau & DeRollo.  He is registered as a lobbyist for Garden City Sanitation, which provides garbage service to most city residents, as well as clients such as police officers and firefighters who work for Santa Clara County.

 


"The more that the public knows about lobbying activities, the more trust they'll have in those interactions," Saggau said of the disclosure rules.  "I don't view it as a negative.  It actually improves the public perception of what a lobbyist does."

Reformers Optimistic on Lobby Gift Cap
Georgia  -  Atlanta Journal-Constitution  -  December 12, 2012


Armed with overwhelming voter support in this summer’s primaries, the Georgia Alliance for Ethics Reform is optimistic that 2013 might be the last year legislators get a free pass on the free dinners, sports tickets, and junkets they receive from lobbyists.

 


The alliance held the last in a series of town-hall-style meetings across the state to build support and solicit ideas for reform in Atlanta, including a proposed $100 cap on gifts.  William Perry, executive director of alliance member Georgia Common Cause, said the coming legislative session will be the culmination of years of hard work.

 


"After getting beat up for so long we're going for broke," said Perry.  "We are going to get significant ethics reform in this state if it kills us."

 


The reformers are an unusual collection of groups from across the political spectrum.  Along with Common Cause, the group includes the Georgia Tea Party Patriots, the League of Women Voters, Georgia Conservatives in Action, and Georgia Watch, a consumer watchdog group.

 


For years, legislators largely ignored calls to rein in the gifts they receive, but reformers got a boost when voters in both parties voted for a cap in a non-binding question on the primary ballots. Democrats favored an end to unlimited lobbyist spending by a 73 percent margin, while 87 percent of Republicans voted for a $100 cap on spending.

 


The questions were among the top vote-getters on either ballot, with 1.25 million Georgians signaling their distrust of the current system.  While massive voter support assured lobby reform would be up for debate in 2013, how seriously it will be considered remains to be seen.  
 


Study committees in both the House and Senate are working on their ethics proposals, but there is general agreement among the reformers that passage is going to be toughest in the House.  Speaker David Ralston opposed a cap on gifts to lawmakers, but changed his tune after the primary vote, voicing support for an outright ban.

  


Georgia is one of three states with no cap or ban on the amount lobbyists can spend on gifts, meals, entertainment, and trips for public officials. So far this year, lobbyists have reported spending $1.3 million on public officials, according to the state ethics commission.

State Ethics Commission Resolves the Case of the Missing DVDs
Hawaii  -  Honolulu Civil Beat  -  December 4, 2012


The Hawaii Ethics Commission closed the book on violations of the state's lobbying law by Relativity Media.  The film company got in hot water in 2011 after failing to disclose gifts of DVDs to state lawmakers.

 


The commission forced Relativity Media to pay $8,500, more than four times as much as was required in two other lobbying-related cases made public this year.  On top of paying the fine, the company was required to investigate which elected officials received its gifts and file an amended disclosure report.  The DVDs were left on a table as free giveaways during a meeting with around 15-to-20 lawmakers, and Relativity said it "unfortunately did not keep track of exactly who took the boxes."

 


State ethics law requires lobbyists to disclose the names of the elected officials to whom they give gifts of more than $25 per day or more than $150 per reporting period.  Lawmakers are also required to report gifts received worth more than $200.  The law prohibits legislators from accepting any gifts that are intended as political influence.

 


Because each box of DVDs was worth between $100 and $360 and the company made 25 available, the gifts were worth up to $9,000.  In its September 27 disclosure, the company estimated the cost of the DVDs at zero, saying they were received as part of its production contracts.

 


Honolulu Civil Beat reported 11 lawmakers received the DVDs, including six co-sponsors of a bill to make tax credits more generous for companies like Relativity Media that produce films in Hawaii.  The commission's investigation showed a total of 17 lawmakers received DVDs, although not all were required to report the gifts because some were worth less than $200.

Ethics Training Planned for Idaho Lawmakers
Idaho  -  Spokane Spokesman Review  -  November 30, 2012


After a string of ethical lapses and questions about Idaho lawmakers' conduct that has only been increasing in recent years, new legislators will face something unprecedented when they arrive in Boise for their organizational session: formal ethics training.

 


That is not all. When the Legislature convenes its 2013 session the second week of January, business will pause on the session's third day, as all lawmakers, old and new, are put through an hours-long ethics training session.  "Obviously, we've had some issues with breaches of ethical behavior over the last few years," said Brent Hill, the Senate president pro-tem. 

 


Hill said he and House Speaker Lawerence Denney decided to institute the new training, and the Legislative Council, a panel of legislative leaders, approved it.  "I think it’s a good idea …," said House Minority Leader John Rusche.

  


The list of ethical lapses is long, ranging from matters that barely raised eyebrows to several prompting full ethics investigations. In February, House Transportation Committee Chairperson Joe Palmer persuaded the House to pass his bill to shut off parking meters around the state Capitol during the legislative session, saying a constituent brought him the issue, but not revealing his 24-year-old son was issued numerous parking tickets in the area and had his car towed on the first day of the 2012 legislative session for unpaid tickets.

  
Rep. Phil Hart was the subject of three ethics complaints in 2011 and 2010, over his ongoing fight against paying back state and federal income taxes, his repeated invoking of legislative privilege to win delays in his tax cases, and his illegal logging of state school endowment land in 1996 for logs to build his log home, for which he never paid an outstanding judgment.  Hart lost his seat on the House Tax Committee as a result, and also gave up his post as vice-chair of the Transportation Committee to avoid further ethics sanctions.  He apologized to the House in February.

 


The ethics training will include a session led by Peggy Kerns, director of the Center for Ethics in Government at the National Conference of State Legislatures.  Hill said he hopes the ethics training sessions will set the tone for this year’s legislative session. 

 


"We want the legislators to know it’s important, and also to let the people know that we know it's important," said Hill.

Revolving Door for Government Staffers Questioned
Maryland  -  Baltimore Sun  -  December 9, 2012


Right now, Rick Abbruzzese works at a desk a few feet from Maryland Gov. Martin O'Malley's office at the Capitol.  In two weeks, he will report a few blocks away to the Annapolis law firm Rifkin Livingston Levitan and Silver, where he will likely lobby his soon-to-be former boss.

 


The same goes for Joseph Bryce, a statehouse staffer for nearly two decades and O'Malley's influential chief legislative officer for the past six years.  In November, he announced his departure and has moved into a new office at Manis Canning and Associates where he will cajole, pressure, and maneuver on behalf of corporate clients.

 


Elected officials in Maryland must wait up to one year as a waiting period after leaving office before they can lobby their colleagues.  Not so for paid staff members, who can jump from public sector jobs to the world of lobbying with nary a weekend break, an inconsistency some in the state believe should be remedied.

 


The Annapolis lobbying corps is thick with former staffers, who tend to be more successful than their lawmaker bosses in lobbying. Five of the state's top 10 best paid lobbyists are former staff members.  Not one on the list is a former lawmaker.

 


"[A staff job has become] an internship for professional lobbyists," said former Sen. Julian Lapides, a member of the state Ethics Commission.  "It is tough to turn down a friend, especially when you have an issue that is a coin toss, or one that you are not particularly interested in.  I'm not asking for a total divorce. …  I think just a little separation period would be good."

 


Other current and former lawmakers said the quick change-over from public servant to lobbyist can create an appearance of coziness and impropriety that contributes to low public opinion of government.  The image is of powerful staffers who learn the system on the taxpayer dime and then cash in on those experiences on behalf of corporate interests.

 


About a dozen other states require that staff, as well as lawmakers, take time off between jobs. For the past decade, the Maryland Ethics Commission, a group that oversees lobbying, has recommended in its annual report that legislative staff adhere to the same rules as their bosses.  And Del. Anthony O'Donnell has repeatedly introduced legislation that would impose a similar requirement for executive branch staff.

 


House Speaker Michael Busch said the General Assembly might revisit the rules.  A law to require executive branch staff to wait for one year before lobbying passed unanimously in his chamber in 2011.  "I think that would be interesting to look at," said Busch.

 


Last year, Busch lost his chief of staff John Favazza, a gambling expert, to the Manis Canning lobbying firm.  Weeks after he joined the firm, it signed a gambling conglomerate led by Caesars Entertainment, and Favazza was soon lobbying his former boss on a gambling expansion measure.

 


"The image to the public is they leave one side of the table, and then they are on the other side of the table where they can get access nobody else can get," said D. Bruce Poole, a former state delegate.  "Access isn't everything, but it is a huge part of success in Annapolis."

Freebies from Lobbyists Becoming Harder to Track in Missouri
Missouri  -  St. Louis Post-Dispatch  -  November 25, 2012


Many Missouri legislators hate it when their names show up on lobbyists' monthly expense reports; getting free food or ballgame tickets may not sit well with constituents.  So some lawmakers work to avoid it – not the free food and entertainment, but the disclosure.  Lawmakers can void expenditures reflected in on-line reports by reimbursing lobbyists who paid the tab. 

 


On the surface, that sounds fine.  But some legislators use campaign funds to pay back the lobbyists.  That practice has raised questions in the capital because state law says campaign contributions "shall not be converted to any personal use."

 


House Speaker Tim Jones and his wife received free tickets to watch an NCAA men's basketball game on March 25 from AT&T’s suite at the Edward Jones Dome in St. Louis.  AT&T lobbyist John Sondag initially reported the tickets as unspecified entertainment costing $100 for Jones and $100 for his wife.  But on July 3, Jones' campaign committee paid $200 to AT&T, calling it a campaign "fundraising expense."

 


Sondag then amended his lobbying report to show Jones had reimbursed AT&T.  Thus, the expense was no longer included in the total that lobbyists spent in March on Jones, who was majority floor leader at the time.  


 


Critics say the practice of spending campaign contributions on private outings with lobbyists skirts the edge of what the law allows.  Also, when it comes to meals during the legislative session, each lawmaker already receives a $104 daily expense allowance from taxpayers to cover food and lodging.  In any event, the fund switch has one clear drawback for constituents: it makes it harder for them to track the money spent on their legislator.

 


Many legislators say they do not want to end up like state Sen. Jim Lembke, who was defeated November 6, in part because of a scathing campaign portraying him as being entertained by lobbyists. Lembke said he did not try to hide his lobbyist-paid meals, which he said were often the only chance for groups to meet with him during a busy day of hearings.  Unlike some legislators, he said he does not believe it is appropriate to use campaign funds to wipe out lobbyist expenses.

     


A more common way to stay off lobbyists’ expense reports is by only partaking in group events. If the entire House or Senate or an entire caucus is invited, the lobbyist reports the expense was for a group, without identifying the participants.  

  
Monserrate Gets 2 Years in Prison for Misusing City Funds
New York  -  New York Times  -  December 11, 2012


Hiram Monserrate, a former New York City Council member and state senator who acknowledged misusing about $100,000 in city money to help pay for one of his Senate campaigns, was sentenced to two years in prison. 

 


Monserrate pleaded guilty to charges of mail fraud and conspiracy in May.  He told U.S. District Court Judge Colleen McMahon his misuse of the money had been motivated partly by his zeal to help poor and disenfranchised people.  McMahon rejected Monserrate's contention that absconding with the money involved an element of nobility. 

 


"Using other people’s money for your own purposes is way down in the lowest circle of hell," the judge told Monserrate.  "You succumbed to the temptation, as so many have before."

 


While acknowledging Monserrate had helped people during his public career, McMahon said he had also “abused the trust of the community,” which made it imperative he serve a prison term. 

 


Monserrate's financial misdeeds took place in 2006 and 2007, when he steered about $300,000 in city council discretionary funds to a nonprofit group, Libre, that he helped lead.  About $100,000 of the money was used improperly to pay members of the group to do work that advanced Monserrate's unsuccessful 2006 Senate campaign.   Monserrate’s misuse of the money came to light during an inquiry by the city's Investigation Department. 

 


"Hiram Monserrate was undone by his greed," the department’s commissioner, Rose Gill Hearn, said after the sentencing.  "He used a nonprofit's money to serve his own political career rather than his constituency." 

Ex-Pa. Lawmaker Mellow Gets 16 Months in Prison
Pennsylvania  -  San Francisco Chronicle  -  November 30, 2012


Robert Mellow, a former Senate leader whose portrait hangs in the Pennsylvania Capitol, was sentenced to 16 months in prison on public corruption charges.  U.S. District Court Judge Joel Slomsky ordered Mellow, who pleaded guilty in May to a federal conspiracy charge, to pay nearly $80,000 in restitution to the state Senate, along with a $40,000 fine to the federal government.

 


Mellow was charged with using his Senate staff and staffers for other senators to run political campaigns in violation of state law.  Slomsky also ordered Mellow, long one of the most powerful figures in state government, to have three years of supervised release after his prison sentence.

 


"No one has the right to misuse public dollars, your dollars that you send to Harrisburg," said Slomsky.  "It's certainly not in the job description of a state senator to use public money for private political purposes."

 


The defense, seeking to keep Mellow out of prison, argued his many charitable and good works, his age and ill health, and the emotional and medical fragility of his severely disabled adult daughter all warranted a sentence of probation.

 


Defense lawyer Sal Cognetti also bemoaned what he called the criminalization of politics, contending the line that separates campaigning from legislating had been blurry.  He portrayed Mellow as an old-school politician whose primary sin was being too slow to change with the times. 

 


Mellow continued misusing Senate staff for political fundraising and campaign work even during the state investigation, prosecutors noted in court documents, demonstrating "a remarkable lack of respect, and even contempt, for the law."  Assistant U.S. Attorney Francis Sempa said Mellow deliberately evaded the law to further his own political career, and deserved to go to prison.

 


"This is a sad day in Pennsylvania political history because someone who was such an accomplished and effective legislator threw it all away," said Sempa.  "Sen. Mellow corrupted his office … for his own personal benefit."

 


Mellow served 40 years in the state Senate and was among that chamber's most powerful members.   He was the Senate's longest-serving member when he left two years ago after deciding not to run for an 11th term.  In February 2010, Mellow announced he would retire at the end of the year because he wanted to spend more time with his daughters and grandchildren.  In June of that year, federal agents searched his home and district office as part of a joint investigation with the IRS into allegations of illegal activity.

 


A number of Pennsylvania lawmakers and their aides have been prosecuted in recent years for misusing public funds and resources for campaigns and other purposes.  In the House, a long-running state attorney general's investigation resulted in convictions against former Speakers Bill DeWeese and John Perzel, former Reps. Brett Feese and Mike Veon, and others. In the Senate, Janet Orie was convicted in state court and Vincent Fumo in federal court.
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FLORIDA -- New leaders in Florida have vowed to make ethics reform a priority in the 2013 session.  The incoming Speaker has re-created the House Ethics and Elections Committee and the Senate President has said he will establish a similar committee in his chamber.  Among the proposed changes to current law: conflict of interest laws that prohibit Senate votes on which members have a conflict and require they be disclosed more immediately, more enforcement authority for the ethics committee, a waiting period for former legislators who would work for agencies that benefited from the legislator, and increased fines for the violation of ethics laws.  Jacksonville.com November 27, 2012. http://jacksonville.com/opinion/editorials/2012-11-27/story/opinion-roundup-legislative-leaders-showing-interest-ethics
NEW YORK -- The New York State Joint Committee on Public Ethics (JCOPE) continues to examine the actions of the Speaker and the Assembly in a sexual harassment case filed against a member.  The accused member overwhelming won reelection to his seat.   Buffalo News November 27, 2012.  http://www.buffalonews.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20121127/CITYANDREGION/121129381/1002
RHODE ISLAND -- The ethics commission adopted a rule that requires elected leaders to disclose out-of-state travel expenses over $250 when covered by another person or organization.
WPRI  November 20, 2012. http://www.wpri.com/dpp/news/politics/local_politics/rhode-island-officials-must-now-report-free-trips-expenses
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