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More than $14 million was spent on lobbying during 2009, including about $13.5 million on compensating over 600 lobbyists for their work.

In addition to lobbyists’ compensation, about $460,000 was spent by employers on expenses associated with lobbying, such as office expenses and lodging and transportation for lobbyists.  A total of $133,578 was spent on receptions, meals, and events which were conducted for groups of legislators, and only $236 was spent by employers on food and beverages provided to individual legislators.

By comparison, more than $15.7 million was spent on lobbying in 2008, a year in which a 60-day regular session and a brief special legislative session were held.  In 2009, with a 29-day regular session and another brief special session, there were 13 businesses and organizations which spent over $100,000 lobbying the General Assembly.

The top-spending organization in 2009 was the Kentucky Chamber of Commerce, representing 2,700 member businesses.  The Chamber spent more than $229,000 for the year, including about $221,000 in compensation to five lobbyists, after spending about $74,000 during the three-month ’09 session.

In addition to the state chamber, five local chambers of commerce combined to spend about $168,000 on lobbying.  Those include Louisville ($74,412), Paducah ($37,250), Northern Kentucky ($22,114), Lexington ($21,901), and Owensboro ($12,000). 

Altria Client Services, Inc. and its affiliates, including Philip Morris USA, the largest U.S. tobacco company, U.S. Smokeless Tobacco Co., and Ste. Michelle Wine Estates, spent about $248,000 in 2009, but the company’s expenditures were divided between two entities.  Altria spent about $196,000 over 12 months, and UST Public Affairs spent $52,000 on four lobbyists before ending its registration on August 31, 2009.
The Kentucky Medical Association (KMA) was the third-highest spending employer in 2009, spending about $153,000, including $148,000 for its three lobbyists.  In addition to KMA, several other health-related businesses made the list of top spenders in 2009.  University Health Care, Inc., a Medicaid managed care plan, paid six lobbyists about $128,000 during the year, and Norton Healthcare, Inc., one of the health care providers that established University Health Care, spent $115,000 on nine lobbyists.  Jewish Hospital & St. Mary’s HealthCare, Inc. spent over $103,000, while the Kentucky Hospital Association spent about $99,000.
Another health-related business, DaVita, Inc., a California-based provider of kidney dialysis services, spent almost $100,000 in 2009 after spending $149,500 in 2008.  DaVita spent more than any other employer during the three months of the 2009 session, when it paid five lobbyists $76,500.  After the session, the company employed one lobbyist and spent slightly more than $23,000 during the remainder of the year. 
The Keeneland Association spent about $145,000 on racing and gambling issues, using six lobbyists most of the year, and the Kentucky Equine Education Project (KEEP) spent $104,000 to pay five lobbyists to work on the same issues.  For 2010, KEEP has nine lobbyists registered.  Houchens Industries, the Bowling Green-based conglomerate, spent $132,000 lobbying in 2009 on issues relating to grocery stores, insurance, and road-building.

ResCare, Inc., based in Louisville, spent about $120,000 lobbying on issues related to Medicaid funding and services for individuals with developmental disabilities.  The Kentucky Justice Association, formerly the Academy of Trial Attorneys, spent about $115,000 in 2009, lobbying on workers’ compensation, medical malpractice, and loss of consortium issues.  CSX Corporation, the Florida-based rail and truck transportation company, spent over $111,000, and the Kentucky Farm Bureau Federation spent over $109,000 lobbying on a wide array of issues of interest to farmers.    

 Although the final spending reports for 2009 were due by January 15, 2010, as of January 29, there were about 40 employers which had not filed the required information.  Included in that group are: Appalachian Regional Healthcare, Hard2Hire, Hart InterCivic, Johnson & Johnson, Kentucky Dental Association, Lilly USA, and Swisher International, Inc.  
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As a new registration period begins for legislative agents and employers, 616 lobbyists have registered to represent 607 organizations and businesses.  Several organizations and businesses are newly-registered to lobby the General Assembly, and others which were registered last year have apparently decided not to lobby in 2010.


Among the new employers are DirecTV, Inc., Dish Network LLC, and the Satellite Broadcasting & Communications Association.  Although DirecTV and Dish are competitors in providing direct broadcast satellite television services, they have employed the same lobbyists to represent them in Kentucky, as has the Association.
Registering for the first time, but starting with six lobbyists is Safelite AutoGlass, an Ohio-based company which says it is the nation’s leading provider of vehicle glass repair and replacement services.  


Local businesses and organizations which are newly-registered include:  21st Century Parks, lobbying on behalf of the Floyds Fork Greenway in Jefferson County; Eco-Tech Environmental, a Louisville waste collection and disposal business; Elk Creek Vineyards, an Owenton winery; Equine Health and Welfare Alliance, a non-profit organized by central Kentucky veterinarians; Fellon-McCord & Associates, a Louisville-based energy consulting firm; Lake Cumberland Association, a tourism group; MedX12, a Louisville health care software company; and Sullivan University, the Louisville career education system. 

The Kentucky Association of Barbers has registered and employed two lobbyists, while the Kentucky Association of Professional Educators (KAPE) now employs three lobbyists.  On its website, KAPE states the organization “was formed to provide an alternative to the Kentucky Education Association for educators in Kentucky.”  The City of Grand Rivers has also registered as an employer to work for funding for a lighthouse project.


Several companies have dropped off the list and have apparently ceased lobbying the Kentucky General Assembly.  Among those are BB&T Insurance Services, Brooklawn Child & Family Services, CNA Surety, Comdata Stored Value Solutions, Ellis Park, Expedia, GovDelivery, Hagan Properties, Harley-Davidson Motor Co., IBM, Kentucky Civil Justice Alliance, Kentucky County Attorneys Association, McDowell, Stromatt & Associates, PerformRx, RJ Corman Railroad, Safety-Kleen Systems, U.S. Enrichment Corp., Vibo Corp., and Wal-Mart Stores. 
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“Nation's top banks spent big money on lobbying efforts during financial crisis”
Federal  – The Hill – Published:  1/21/10
Eight of the nation's largest banks spent nearly $26 million lobbying federal lawmakers in 2009, during one of the most tumultuous periods in financial history. 
The banks spent nearly six percent more on federal lobbying last year compared with 2008, according to a review of congressional lobbying records. The banks spent $25.8 million on lobbying in 2009 and $24.4 million in 2008, the two years at the heart of the worst financial crisis since the Great Depression.
The eight banks include: JPMorgan Chase & Co., Citigroup, Bank of America, Morgan Stanley, Goldman Sachs, Wells Fargo, Bank of New York Mellon and State Street. Those eight banks were the first recipients of taxpayer bailouts at the end of 2008.
They have since repaid the aid and have seen their stock values increase. They are now preparing to pay out massive compensation packages. While the financial industry shows signs of improvement, the broader economy remains bleak with 10 percent unemployment.  The banks are locked in a tough lobbying battle over new financial regulations with other parts of the financial industry, consumer groups, labor unions, members of Congress, and the White House.
President Barack Obama has recently struck a tougher tone on big banks and has criticized their lobbying efforts against the administration's regulatory plans. The House passed new regulations in December, but the Senate has yet to hold a vote or mark up legislation in the Senate Banking Committee.
Industry lobbyists expect the biggest banks to continue to be criticized heavily by the administration and by members of Congress. The administration last week proposed a new fee on roughly 50 large financial firms in an effort to raise $90 billion over 10 years to recoup the losses on the government's bailout efforts.
General Motors and Chrysler, as well as their finance arms, and American International Group (AIG) received billions of dollars in bailout money, much of which is not expected to be repaid anytime soon if ever. Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac, the two housing giants, continue to operate under government conservatorship.

JPMorgan was the biggest spender on federal lobbying in 2009 at $6.17 million. That was roughly 14 percent more than the bank spent in 2008.
Citigroup was second at $5.5 million in 2009, a sum nearly unchanged from 2008.  Goldman Sachs and Bank of America both decreased their spending on lobbying by roughly 15 and 13 percent, respectively.



“Alabama House panel OKs bill requiring ethics training for public officials”
Alabama - The Birmingham News – Published:  1/20/2010

Legislators, mayors, city council members and county commissioners would be going back to the classroom under a bill approved by a House committee.  The House Judiciary Committee on Wednesday approved a bill by Rep. Paul DeMarco of Homewood that would require mandatory ethics training for legislators and other public officials.
Ethics Commission director Jim Sumner said the bill also makes a number of technical changes to the state's ethics law. He said the changes were requested by the commission to make it easier to investigate a case of an ethics violation.
A similar bill was introduced last year, but did not pass.  This year's bill adds mayors, city council members and county commissioners to the list of people required to receive the training.


"Sansom Case Intensifies"
Florida  -  St. Petersburg Times  -  Published: 1/6/2010

In a surprise escalation of the case against ousted Florida Rep. Ray Sansom, a state prosecutor charged him with grand theft and conspiracy to commit grand theft for directing $6 million in taxpayer money for an airport building a private developer wanted to use. Leon County State Attorney Willie Meggs filed identical charges against former Northwest Florida State College President Bob Richburg and developer and major campaign contributor Jay Odom. "There is something inherently wrong with what happened here," said Meggs.

Sansom, Odom, and Richburg have denied wrongdoing. A grand jury indicted all three on official misconduct charges in April, but a Circuit Court judge dismissed part of the charge, and an appellate court ruled Meggs could not object because the other part of the case was active. Acknowledging a damaged case, the prosecutor added what is called superseding information to the existing charges, which also include perjury against Sansom and Richburg.

The men are accused of conspiring with Sansom, onetime chief budget writer in the House, to divert $6 million in education funds for an airport hangar Odom wanted to use for his corporate jet business. Officially, the building was to be maintained by Northwest Florida State College as an emergency operations and training facility at Destin Airport. Sansom insists that was its only purpose. Odom over the years had given about $1 million in political contributions, including $100,000 in September 2008 to a committee Sansom controlled.

"They took $6 million of taxpayer money by misrepresenting that it was going to be for an educational facility when, in fact, it was going to be an aircraft hangar," said Meggs. "We have state employees who haven't had a raise in three years, who have had their pay cut in the middle of all this, and we can build an aircraft hangar for a political supporter?"

Several experts not connected with the case said the new charges are not out of bounds because the theft statute is fairly broad. Meggs said he did not seek the charges initially because at the time, official misconduct, a third-degree felony, was fitting and carried an appropriate penalty of up to five years in prison. The new first-degree felony charge carries a maximum of 30 years. "You can kill a fly with a fly swat, or you can kill one with a sledgehammer," said Meggs.

Recent court decisions left the official misconduct charge hanging by a thread, said Meggs. Circuit Court Judge Terry Lewis said the charge was at least partly unconstitutional as it applied to the case because "it would be overbroad and susceptible to arbitrary application." More directly, Lewis threw out part of the evidence Meggs said illustrated how Sansom concealed the true nature of the project – the 2007 appropriations act. The budget line item had no reference to Destin Airport. The grand jury itself effectively indicted the secretive budget process that rewards a handful of powerful lawmakers such as Sansom.

The scandal broke when Sansom took an unadvertised, six-figure job at Northwest Florida State College on the same day in November 2008 that he was sworn in as speaker of the House. The St. Petersburg Times reported that in the two previous years, Sansom helped the small school get $35 million in extra or accelerated funding, including the $6 million in 2007. He also worked behind the scenes with the college president on legislation creating a state college system and helped write his own job description at the school.

Sansom also is being investigated by the Florida Commission on Ethics, and the House is scheduled to begin a trial of sorts on charges he violated internal rules, which could result in him being unseated in the House. Because of the criminal case, Sansom does not plan to testify.



"Coziness between Lobbyists and Lawmakers a Longstanding Practice"
Georgia  -  Atlanta Journal-Constitution  -  Published: 1/11/2010

Liaisons between those in power and those seeking to influence them have become ingrained in the culture of the Georgia Legislature, suggests interviews with dozens of lawmakers, lobbyists and others; to say that at least some lawmakers are in bed with lobbyists expresses a truth both literal and metaphorical. As Karen Handel, a candidate for governor, put it recently, the Legislature is defined by "sex, lies, and lobbyists."

Lobbyists also spent $1.5 million last year trying to influence state lawmakers, according to reports filed with the Georgia Ethics Commission. A decade ago, they spent one-third as much. Legislators and lobbyists socialize in bars and restaurants, on golf courses, and beaches. Sometimes, away from home during the long legislative session, they become involved on a more intimate level. "They are at camp – unless you repeal the laws of nature, you're going to have things happen that shouldn't happen," said former state Rep. Tom Bordeaux.

That coziness was long accepted in the Capitol with little more than a whisper or a roll of the eyes. But it exploded into public consciousness when the ex-wife of former House Speaker Glenn Richardson accused him of having an affair with a lobbyist while pushing a bill to benefit her employer. He stepped down as speaker and gave up his House seat. Richardson's resignation highlighted the degree to which lawmakers can be seduced into a lifestyle that few of their constituents would recognize – expensive dinners, junkets to resorts, and seats in the luxury boxes at sporting events and performances. All of it is paid for by corporate lobbyists.

Many lobbyists complain privately that lawmakers have honed insatiable appetites for fine food, wine, and liquor. They tell of receiving calls from legislative offices inviting them to play host to dinner gatherings likely to cost $100 or more a person. Some lobbyists have even told lawmakers they support a limit on gifts as a way to curb incessant requests for dinners, tickets, and other gifts. Lobbyists often end up paying the bill at the city’s most expensive restaurants.

Perhaps the most amazing thing about Richardson’s downfall was not an affair with a lobbyist. It is that so many lawmakers now say the relationship had been common knowledge since at least 2007, but still drew no condemnation. Lawmakers rarely challenge their colleagues' behavior. During a debate over same-sex marriage in 2004, Rep. Alisha Morgan broke protocol when she called out philandering lawmakers. "I don’t go in anybody's bedroom when you have a wife at home and you have somebody else up here," Morgan, who opposed a ban on gay unions, told other lawmakers. Morgan said they were appalled – by her candor.

Some in the Capitol say misbehavior is not as widespread as it has been depicted.  Female lobbyists, who make up one-third of Georgia's 1,700 registered lobbyists, say they are getting too much of the blame for legislators' behavior.  One lobbyist, herself rumored to have had affairs with lawmakers, said male competitors have stoked gossip to steal business.  The lobbyist spoke on condition of anonymity to protect her clients, but said she and other women in the Capitol have been maligned.

While the sex lives of legislators can be salacious, their less sensational connections to corporate lobbyists may be just as great a threat to the public interest, said Georgia Common Cause Executive Director Bill Bozarth.  "We need to broaden our sense of dissatisfaction to behavior that goes beyond sexual relationships – there are other relationships between those who would influence policy and those who make policy that are equally disturbing," said Bozrath.


"Bosma Wants to Strengthen Indiana Ethics Bill"
Indiana  -  Lafayette Journal & Courier; Associated Press  -  Published: 1/17/2010
Indiana House Minority Leader Brian Bosma says he is hopeful a bill to tighten lobbying and ethics rules can be strengthened. A bill passed by the House would prohibit lawmakers from becoming lobbyists for one year after their terms expire, regardless of whether they complete their terms. It also would require lobbyists to report gifts worth $50 or more, including meals, drinks, and tickets to events. The current threshold is $100.
Bosma hopes a final version will also include a ban on lobbyist-paid, out-of-state travel. He also wants to expand state registration and reporting requirements to include university officials who lobby the Legislature.


"Lawmakers to Revisit Ethics Reform Measures"
New Mexico  -  Santa Fe New Mexican  -  Published: 1/16/2010
With most of New Mexico lawmakers' attention focused on the state budget this session, watchdogs are hoping legislators have time to dedicate to ethics reform. Already, several lawmakers have pre-filed ethics bills while other public officials have outlined what measures they are willing to support. So far, they include establishing a state ethics commission, a ban on former lawmakers becoming lobbyists within a year of leaving public service, and disclosures by and limits on state contractors who contribute to public officials. None of the ideas are new, and neither are the problems they are designed to address.
The Legislature made no major changes in ethics laws after two state treasurers were sentenced to time behind bars. It also made no big changes after a former state Senate president pleaded guilty to three felony counts of conspiracy and mail fraud in connection with a scheme prosecutors said was to defraud the state in an Albuquerque courthouse construction project. Already this year, however, officials including Gov. Bill Richardson, Lt. Gov. Diane Denish, and Attorney General Gary King have all put out ethics reform platforms, a sign at least that more attention is being paid to state laws governing public conduct.
The Wall Street Journal in 2009 called New Mexico the "political Wild West," pointing out its status as one of the few states that does not limit campaign contributions and lacks an independent ethics board, and the only state that does not pay its legislators. A New York Times piece touched on similar themes. The Legislature last year changed part of that: a law that takes effect in January 2012 limits donations to a political candidate from an individual at $2,300 in an election cycle. Other caps will include $5,000 from a political committee and $10,000 from a political party in an election cycle.
Since then, more state government scandals have been in the news, something advocates say means there is more reform work to be done. "It's great we have those limits in place, but it’s important to realize that can't be the last accomplishment we have in New Mexico related to reform," said Steve Allen, head of the New Mexico Common Cause. This session, Allen's group is hoping lawmakers set up an independent ethics commission made up of appointees from both the executive branch and the Legislature, with subpoena power and a budget. It also supports banning contributions from lobbyists and state contractors.
The think tank Think New Mexico is pushing a measure that would prohibit contractors, lobbyists, and those seeking government subsidies from making campaign contributions to state or local officials who have the power to influence the contract or subsidy. In addition, Common Cause also hopes to eventually expand public campaign finances to big races like governor, and not just the Public Regulation Commission and appellate judicial races. Despite the state's past scandals, and despite the fact that many lawmakers running for re-election this year want to pass something, ethics reform appears to be an uphill battle. Allen admits 2010 could be a hard year for any big changes.
"It's a tough environment to ask for any bill that involves an appropriation," said Allen. "It's very important for the state to get its financial books in order, I understand that. But it's also important to understand that type of corruption we've seen has a negative fiscal impact on our state in terms of businesses wanting to locate here, a fair economic environment and overall economic development."
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 “Utahns Strongly Back Reforming Ethics Rules for State Lawmakers”

Utah  -  Deseret News  -  Published: 1/20/2010
Utahns overwhelmingly support broad state government ethics and campaign reform, a new Deseret News poll shows. The survey reaffirms previous polls that show most residents want state lawmakers to make any number of government reforms, including not taking gifts from lobbyists, campaign donation limits, no personal use of campaign funds, an independent ethics commission, and better disclosure of conflicts-of-interest.
Legislative leaders promise action on a variety of ethics issues during the 2010 Legislature. But how far they actually may go is now unclear, especially with the resignation of former Senate Majority Leader Sheldon Killpack, said Kirk Jowers, head of the University of Utah's Hinckley Institute of Politics. Killpack, who pushed ethics reform in the Senate, resigned recently after being arrested on suspicion of driving under the influence of alcohol. Jowers was the chair of the Governor's Commission on Strengthening Utah's Democracy, a group of political experts and citizens who recommended in December a number of changes for state elections and campaigning.
"[With ethics scandals in 2008, the commission's work, and public concern], the bar has been set pretty high on what [legislators] need to do this session," said Jowers. "Improvements on all of these poll question issues is close to mandatory to defeat [a citizen initiative pushed by Utahns for Ethical Government on legislative ethics that may be on the November ballot]."
The ethics reform initiative must get 95,000 signatures by April 15 to make the ballot.  Some say the initiative has constitutional problems and in some areas is almost punitive to lawmakers. Some legislators may resign or not seek re-election if the initiative passes. Initiative backers, some of whom are former officeholders, including former Gov. Olene Walker, say the initiative is reasonable and Utah voters have to act because so many ethics reform measures have failed in the Legislature before.
The greatest desire by Utahns is increasing mandatory disclosure of lawmakers' conflicts-of-interest, according to the poll. Eighty-six percent of respondents strongly or somewhat favor such a reform. But that is the area least studied by legislators over the past year. The Interim Ethics Committee did not take up the issue but concentrated on formulating an independent ethics commission.
The survey also found 80 percent of Utahns would ban all gifts from lobbyists to legislators; 77 percent want campaign contribution limits; 77 percent favor an independent ethics commission; and 71 percent would to like to prohibit lawmakers from spending their campaign funds on themselves. Utahns feel strongly on these issues as on each question, only one percent to four percent did not have an opinion.
Currently, there is a legislative code of ethics. But during the 2008 House Ethics Committee investigations, panel members said the code is so vague it is basically worthless. While legislators do file conflict-of-interest statements, some filings are so vague that it is difficult to tell if they have a serious conflict on a specific bill.



"Lawmakers Float Ethics Reform Plans in Virginia's General Assembly"
Virginia  -  Newport News Daily Press  -  Published: 1/10/2010
A flood of ethics reform reached the Capitol as Virginia lawmakers filed dozens of bills to clean up how they report income and are investigated in the wake of Del. Phil Hamilton's downfall. At issue is the ethical oversight of the 140 citizen-lawmakers who serve part-time. Most of the proposals have not even been assigned to a committee yet, but House Speaker William Howell initiated the inquiry into Hamilton and he has committed to pursuing ethics reform.
General Assembly leaders started bracing for ethics reform to be a hot topic in the summer, when Hamilton resigned a $40,000-a-year position at Old Dominion University's (ODU) educational center after e-mails revealed he was angling for the job while also backing a plan to spend $500,000 a year in state money for the initiative. Hamilton lost the election and shortly thereafter resigned his House seat.
The resignation did not stop a federal investigation into Hamilton and ODU, but it did halt an independent House inquiry into Hamilton's conduct. That loophole angered lawmakers, who said the investigation should have continued so the public would know whether there was any actual wrongdoing.
At least three lawmakers have sponsored bills that say an ongoing ethics inquiry cannot be halted by the resignation or even the death of a lawmaker under investigation. Current law states a probe can only look into possible infractions that occurred over the previous two years. But Del. Ken Plum has a bill that would open the door for an inquiry to stretch back as long as five years.
Lawmakers are also backing a host of changes to the yearly forums they file detailing their personal financial status. The statements of personal economic interest include salaries and income, ballpark amounts of investments in specific companies, and outstanding obligations, including credit card debt and mortgages. When it comes to salaries, the form explicitly says to "exclude state or local government or advisory agencies," which basically allows lawmakers to conveniently omit any cash taken in from state coffers.
A handful of bills would increase the transparency of the forms forcing state lawmakers to detail state-supported salaries for themselves and their family members. One measure would create a searchable database of the forms for public review, and another would require the ethics panel to pore over the forum each year for possible problems.
There is also a bill that would ban lawmakers from accepting any gifts worth more than $100. Virginia law is wide open when it comes to gifts and donations as long as lawmakers are willing to publicly disclose the details. Some legislators have faced heat for taking sponsored hunting and golfing trips.
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