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Each summer, Kentucky legislators, legislative staff, lobbyists, and employers of lobbyists attend conferences conducted by the National Conference of State Legislatures (NCSL); the Southern Legislative Conference (SLC); and the American Legislative Exchange Council (ALEC).


This year, the NCSL Legislative Summit will be held in Louisville from July 25-28, while the Annual Meeting of the SLC will be in Charleston, S.C. from July 31 to August 4, and ALEC’s Annual Meeting will be in San Diego, CA from August 3-8.


According to the Code of Legislative Ethics, legislators who have approval from the presiding officer of the chamber in which the legislator serves may accept prepaid transportation, food, and lodging or be reimbursed for actual expenses for out-of-state travel to legislative conferences.  This year, legislators also need approval from their presiding officer to attend NCSL’s meeting in Louisville.


All ethics rules apply at the conferences, whether in-state or out-of-state.  For example, if a lobbyist or employer sponsors an event held in Charleston, S.C. during the SLC and invites all members of the General Assembly, the sponsor must report details of the event on the next spending report filed with the Ethics Commission.  

Likewise, if a lobbyist or employer provides food or beverages for individual legislators, family members or staff, details of that spending must also be reported, and there is a $100 annual limit on the amount that may be spent on a legislator and his or her immediate family by the lobbyist and employer collectively.

Highlights of this summer’s conferences include:    



NCSL – Ky. International Convention Center and Marriott Hotel Downtown, Louisville

On Sunday, July 25, NCSL’s “preconference sessions” will include an Energy Policy Summit and a Health Reform Summit, each lasting all day in the International Convention Center.

On Monday, U.S. Senate Minority Leader Mitch McConnell will speak at the opening ceremony, giving his perspective on the relationship between states and the federal government.  A session on legislative ethics is scheduled at 10:15 a.m., and features the House Speakers from Indiana, Utah and Georgia.  On Monday night, a concert on the Ohio River waterfront will feature Wynona Judd, Loretta Lynn and Patty Loveless.
On Tuesday morning, former Florida Gov. Jeb Bush will discuss Florida’s efforts to improve the state’s school system.

On Wednesday, pollsters Peter Hart and Neil Newhouse will talk about Americans’ views of the economy, the current direction of the country, and how they think politics will play out in November.  Wednesday night’s closing event will include dinner at Churchill Downs and live racing conducted for NCSL guests.

The website for the NCSL Legislative Summit is: http://www.ncsl.org/Meetings/LegislativeSummit10/Home/tabid/19794/Default.aspx
SLC – Charleston Place Hotel, Charleston, S.C.

SLC’s opening reception on Saturday, July 31 will be a “21st Century Beach party” at the Charles Towne Landing, located on the Ashley River.  

Federal Reserve Chairman Ben S. Bernanke will speak at the opening session on Monday, August 2, and will be introduced by U.S. Sen. Lindsey Graham of South Carolina.
On Tuesday, there will be a tour of the Port of Charleston, which SLC says is “one of the most critical (ports) on the Eastern seaboard and ranks among the busiest in the nation in terms of container traffic.”  Visitors will learn about the port’s role “in the transshipment of vehicles from the BMW facility in nearby Greer, South Carolina.”

U.S. Rep. James E. Clyburn of South Carolina is the featured speaker for the closing session on Tuesday.   Clyburn is the Majority Whip in the House of Representatives.
The website for SLC’s Annual Meeting is:  http://www.slcatlanta.org/SC2010.html
ALEC – Manchester Grand Hyatt Hotel, San Diego, California


On Thursday, August 5, the speaker at the opening luncheon sponsored by AT&T will be Randall Stephenson, Chairman, CEO, and President of AT&T, and a keynote address will be delivered by Texas Gov. Rick Perry.  The California Welcome Reception on Thursday night will be held aboard the U.S.S. Midway Museum, which is docked near downtown San Diego.


Friday’s plenary breakfast is sponsored by Bayer Corp., and will include a speech by Greg Babe, President and CEO of Bayer.  West Virginia Gov. Joe Manchin has been invited to give the keynote address.  Lynn Salo, Vice-President of Allergan will speak at the Friday luncheon, sponsored by Allergan.  Workshops will be held on higher education, prescription drug abuse, and the 10th Amendment to the U.S. Constitution.  Columnist Cal Thomas will speak at a prayer service on Sunday.

The website for ALEC’s Annual Meeting is: http://www.alec.org/AM/Template.cfm?Section=Annual_Meeting
Electronic filing is popular, may become mandatory
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The next spending reports from lobbyists and employers are due on September 15, 2010.  These reports will cover the period from May 1 to August 31, and will include spending during the Special Session held in May.

Working with the Commonwealth Office of Technology, the Legislative Ethics Commission created an electronic filing system and made it available last year.  Since its inception in September, there has been a steady rise in the number of employers and lobbyists who file their spending reports on-line at the Commission’s website http://klec.ky.gov/Electonic+Filing+System.htm
For the reporting period that ended December 31, about 58 percent of the registered employers and lobbyists used electronic filing.  By May 15, the percentage of electronic filers grew to 68 percent of those registered, as employers and lobbyists became familiar with the ease of using the system, and the savings for taxpayers and for employers that are realized from filing on-line.

Over the coming months, the Legislative Ethics Commission will likely discuss a timetable for making electronic filing mandatory.
_____________________________________________________________________________
ETHICS IN THE NEWS from the National Conference of State Legislatures (NCSL)
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IDAHO -- The House is convening an ethics committee in order to investigate misconduct charges filed against a member. The representative has invoked legislative privilege in matters with the state tax commission and IRS. The committee will likely examine whether the representative violated conflict of interest and legislative privilege provisions. Under House rules, the Speaker will appoint a committee of four majority and three minority members, and they will conduct the investigation. 
Spokesman-Review, June 17, 2010. http://www.spokesman.com/stories/2010/jun/17/idaho-house-convene-ethics-panel-hart/
MINNESOTA -- The Senate Ethics Committee publicly reprimanded a member, saying he violated “the accepted norms of Senate behavior” and “threatened public confidence in our legislative institution and its processes” by helping to get special fishing regulations for a lake where he owns a cabin. Star Tribune, June 4, 2010. http://www.startribune.com/templates/fdcp?1275941424360 
PoliticsinMinnesota.com, June 2, 2010. http://politicsinminnesota.com/blog/2010/06/ethics-committee-chaudharys-conduct-threatened-public-confidence-in-legislature/ 
NEW YORK -- A report issued by the New York Public Research Group shows that lobbyists have contributed at least $2.2 million to political campaigns since late 2008. New York has not specific prohibitions on lobbyists giving campaign contributions. According to NCSL, nineteen states place no specific limitations on lobbyists.  Democrat and Chronicle, June 8, 2010.
http://www.democratandchronicle.com/article/20100608/NEWS01/6080331/Lobbyists--campaign-donations-flow  
OKLAHOMA -- An investigation is being conducted as to whether three legislators violated their oaths of office by arranging for a state job for a current senator so that a house member could run for her Senate seat. The job would have been created by a bill passed by the Legislature this past session, but it was vetoed by the Governor.  The Oklahoman, June 8, 2010.
http://www.newsok.com/alleged-plot-would-have-caused-oklahoma-senators-pension-to-soar/article/3467014?custom_click=headlines_widget
PENNSYLVANIA -- The Senate has changed its rules to explicitly prohibit staff from political activity during state time. Provisions were also added to set parameters for the use of social media. The Senate Ethics Committee will handle any alleged violations of the proposed rule if the accused party is a senator; an independent party will conduct staff investigations. One senator has proposed changes to the Committee’s operations that would increase public access to proceedings, but they will be considered during the 2011-2012 session.  Citizensvoice.com, June 20, 2010.
http://citizensvoice.com/news/senate-bans-political-activity-on-work-time-1.855499
Federal investigators searched the home and district office of the state Senate’s Minority Leader, saying warrants were executed based on “an ongoing joint investigation into alleged illegal activities.”
Philadelphia Inquirer, June 18, 2010. http://www.philly.com/philly/news/20100618_HED_TOO_LONG__Feds_raid_home__office_of_Pa__Senate_Minority_leader.html
The Pittsburgh Tribune-Review examines the recent political scandals plaguing the state and how they compare to corruption problems faced by the state in the 1970’s.  Pittsburgh Tribune-Review, June 22, 2010.  http://www.pittsburghlive.com/x/pittsburghtrib/news/state/s_687098.html
After a preliminary hearing, a district judge ruled that ten former legislators and legislative staff will stand trial for accusations in the ongoing “Bonusgate” scandal. The prosecution contends that the public officials used state funding to pay for campaign technology. Ten others have been convicted or pleaded guilty to charges for paying state bonuses to employees for campaign work.
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette, May 28, 2010. http://www.post-gazette.com/pg/10148/1061389-454.stm 
RHODE ISLAND -- A senator has been indicted on seven counts of federal bank fraud charges.
Providence Journal, June 19, 2010. http://www.projo.com/generalassembly/maselli_indictment_06-19-10_1SITUNV_v26.1761b1f.html
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"Ethics Panel Looks at Votes of Eight Congressmen"
Federal  -  New York Times  -  Published: 6/14/2010

The Office of Congressional Ethics (OCE) is investigating whether as many as eight U.S. House members may have improperly shifted their positions on a bill to overhaul financial regulations in return for campaign contributions. The OCE, created by the House in 2008 to try to crack down on conflicts-of-interest and lobbying abuses, has asked several Washington, D.C. lobbying groups for copies of e-mail messages and details on any meetings with these eight members. It has also asked the members for information on political donations received before the House voted in December to approve the regulatory bill; negotiators are now working to resolve differences between the House measure and one passed by the Senate.

The eight House members, all of whom are on the Financial Services or Ways and Means committees, are John Campbell (R-Ca.); Joseph Crowley (D-N.Y.); Jeb Hensarling (R-Texas); Chris Lee (R-N.Y.), Frank Lucas (R-Okla.); Earl Pomeroy (D-N.D.); Tom Price (R-Ga.), and Mel Watt (D-N.C.). The five Republicans voted against the bill, while the three Democrats voted in favor.

A letter the OCE sent on June 1 to the financial industry lobbyists, a copy of which was obtained by The New York Times, asks for any correspondence between their office and the eight House members from January 2009 until this month. At least some of the requests to the House members ask for information on contributions received from industry lobbyists or corporations from December 2-11, 2009, the day the bill was passed.

_____________________________________________________________________________________
"Lobbyist Spending Surging in 2010"
Kansas  -  Hutchison News  -  Published: 6/5/2010

Spending by Kansas lobbyists surged in April and could be on pace to set a record in 2010. Lobbyists reported spending more than $1.1 million for January through April, according to Kansas Governmental Ethics Commission data. "It's pretty far up there for this early in the year," said Ruth Pile, lobbyist coordinator for the agency. Two more spending reports will be due to cover the rest of the calendar year, and Pile said it is quite possible that 2010 could set a record. The state Legislature wrapped up its session in early May.

The category of "food/beverage/alcohol/tobacco" led in lobbying spending, with professional and business associations, Chambers of Commerce, and "energy/utilities/natural resources" also large-spending categories. Lobbyists are not required to report dates or places in their reports, according to Pile.

House Speaker Mike O'Neal was the recipient of about $1,708 in lobbyists' reported spending. Legislative employees also receive meals and tickets from lobbyists, and O'Neal's wife, Cindy O'Neal, falling in that group, received more than $500 in meals and items.

State revenue shortfalls overshadowed the session, and legislators considered raising tobacco and alcohol taxes, or possibly ending tax breaks. They ultimately voted for a one-cent state sales tax. 
Also generating lobbying efforts were agencies that had experienced state funding cuts and groups concerned about increased regulation. The Legislature, for example, passed a public smoking ban this year. In addition, major interest groups, such as business or education, routinely have lobbyists tracking a legislative session. It probably amounted to "a perfect storm" for more lobbying activity this year, observed Douglas Smith, a lobbyist in Topeka representing various clients.

Former Sen. David Wysong said his legislative secretary worked hard to help him meet his goal of no gifts. A sign was posted at his office informing visitors he did not accept gifts or gratuities. A small gift one year, however, blemished the record, according to Wysong.
_____________________________________________________________________________________
"Taxpayer Money Paid to Girlfriend as Rent"
Maryland  -  Frederick News-Post  -  Published: 6/11/2010

Maryland Del. Joseph Bartlett said a housing arrangement that saw him pay his girlfriend $120 per night to stay at her house while he attended General Assembly sessions has not benefited him financially. Bartlett, who has used his allowance since 2008 to stay at the Annapolis home of his girlfriend for the 90-day legislative sessions, said his own housing fell through at the beginning of 2008, when she was looking to rent a room. Bartlett said the two were not romantically involved at the time, but began dating at the end of the three-month session. Lawmakers are allowed to spend up to $120 per night for housing.

Bartlett conferred with William Somerville, who is ethics counsel for the Department of Legislative Services. Bartlett was told the arrangement complies with state regulations. "I went through this and tried to make sure everything was in compliance," said Bartlett.

Somerville said the Legislature's guidelines for compensation and expenses prohibit a lawmaker from renting from a family member or someone with whom the lawmaker has a business relationship. "The guidelines don't make a distinction for someone that the legislator might be dating," said Somerville.

Several lawmakers have said Bartlett's situation raises questions, but it is unclear if any action will be taken on the matter. Sen. David Brinkley, who sits on the Joint Ethics Committee and the Joint Legislative Policy Committee, which sets housing guidelines, said one of the committees would likely look into the policies surrounding the situation. "A person has leeway in some of the judgments that they make, and I think that I can see very easily where this would be questionable," said Brinkley.

Bartlett considers the per-diem amount, which amounts to $10,920 for three months, the market rate for housing in Annapolis. He said his girlfriend would have gotten another tenant if he had not been renting there, so she was not financially benefiting either. Bartlett also said taxpayers would have paid the same money for him to stay elsewhere.

_____________________________________________________________________________________
"Special Interests Spend $390,000 on Lawmaker Events"
Tennessee  -  Chattanooga Times Free Press  -  Published: 6/9/2010

Doing the state's business is a serious job, but Tennessee lawmakers also were entertained and educated at receptions and other events during this year's session, show filings. State Bureau of Ethics and Campaign Finance records show groups spent at least $389,724 on 59 events for lawmakers since January.

The Tennessee Municipal Electric Power Association was the top spender, shelling out $23,498.75 for a March 9 reception at Nashville's Sheraton Hotel. By contrast, the Tennessee Occupational Therapy Association spent $360.36 to man an informational table in a Capitol hallway on March 30. Tennessee Common Cause Chairperson Dick Williams lauded rules that make such spending public and ban wining and dining of individual lawmakers.

"It's clear that special interests will spend money to try to influence the process," said Williams. "Of course, the positive thing is it's now at least disclosed and people can look at it, if they will."

The Legislature convened January 12, and telecommunications giant AT&T hosted a $19,892 gala at the AT&T tower on January 13, featuring what its invitation said was an "open bar and heavy hors d'oeuvres."

The Tennessee Chamber of Commerce & Industry on March 3 spent $15,941.33 on its annual reception.  Wayne Scharber, the group's vice president on environmental issues, said Chamber members get briefings from the organization's experts. "Then, whenever you get all of the legislators coming over for your reception and so forth, you can glad-hand them and talk further about those points," said Scharber. He dismisses any notion that elected officials are swayed by dinner or drinks.

"No, no, no, no," said Scharber. "That's not what it's about. You can look at our score card in a couple of weeks and see we didn't buy any votes."

Events tapered off at the end of April, which was the planned end of the session. The only event since then was a May 19 breakfast discussion hosted by the Tennessee Center for Policy Research, a libertarian-style research institution. The group's report is pending.
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