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No lobby spending reports were required to be filed in June.  The next reports, due September 15, will include all lobbying expenditures from May 1 to August 31, and must include all expenditures made in conjunction with the legislative conferences held during the summer.


The National Conference of State Legislatures (NCSL), the Southern Legislative Conference (SLC), and the American Legislative Exchange Council (ALEC) are preparing to hold annual meetings which legislators, legislative staff, lobbyists, and employers of lobbyists will be attending.  Kentucky is a member of NCSL and SLC, and the General Assembly also pays for ALEC memberships for individual legislators.

This year, the annual meeting of SLC will be in Memphis, Tennessee from July 16-20; ALEC’s annual meeting will be in New Orleans, Louisiana from August 2-6; and the NCSL Legislative Summit will be held in San Antonio, Texas from August 8-11.

According to the Code of Legislative Ethics, legislators who have approval from the presiding officer of the chamber in which the legislator serves may accept prepaid transportation, food, and lodging or be reimbursed for actual expenses for out-of-state travel to legislative conferences.  

All ethics rules apply at the conferences.  For example, if a lobbyist or employer sponsors an event held in San Antonio during the NCSL meeting, and invites members of the General Assembly, the sponsor must report details of the event on the spending report filed with the Ethics Commission by September 15.
Likewise, if a lobbyist or employer provides food or beverages for individual legislators, family members or staff during any of the meetings, details of that spending must be reported, and there is a $100 annual limit on the amount that may be spent on a legislator and his or her immediate family by the lobbyist and employer collectively.



Highlights of this summer’s conferences include:    




Southern Legislative Conference Annual Meeting -- July 16-20, 2011, at Peabody Hotel, Memphis, Tenn.  Speakers at SLC include David Bronczek, President and CEO of FedEx Express; and Estella Mayhue-Greer, President & CEO, Mid-South Food Bank.  The meeting will include sessions on ethics and the legislature, the fiscal outlook for states, redistricting, and hunger in South.

The SLC meeting will include a Beale Street walking tour, a Memphis History Bus Tour, and a tour of The National Civil Rights Museum. For more information: http://www.slcatlanta.org/TN2011/

American Legislative Exchange Council Annual Meeting -- August 2-6, 2011, at New Orleans Marriott, New Orleans, La.  Speakers at ALEC will include: Arthur Brooks, president of the American Enterprise Institute; and Bob Wise, president of the Alliance for Excellent Education and former governor of West Virginia.  The ALEC meeting will include workshops focused on principles of free markets and limited government through a public-private partnership of state legislators and members of the private sector.  ALEC has about 300 corporate and private foundation members.


ALEC’s meeting coincides with Satchmo Summerfest in the French Quarter of New Orleans.  The festival honors New Orleans' native son, Louis "Satchmo" Armstrong. http://www.alec.org/AM/Template.cfm?Section=Annual_Meeting&Template=/CM/HTMLDisplay.cfm&ContentID=15879

National Conference of State Legislatures Legislative Summit -- August 8-11, 2011, at Henry B. Gonzalez Convention Center in San Antonio, Texas.  Among the speakers:  Jim Collins, author of Good to Great: Why Some Companies Make the Leap...and Others Don’t;  Texas Governor Rick Perry, author of Fed Up! Our Fight to Save America From Washington;  Peter Hart, a Washington pollster;  Tina Chiu, a cost-benefit expert who has worked on police-immigrant relations, prison conditions, juvenile justice, and domestic violence; and John Hofmeister, former president of Shell Oil Company who now heads Citizens for Affordable Energy and is the author of Why We Hate the Oil Companies: Straight Talk From an Energy Insider.  

NCSL’s Legislative Summit will also include an evening in old San Antonio, a private tour of the Alamo, and a Texas Dance Hall Revue featuring the band Asleep at the Wheel. 
http://www.ncsl.org/Meetings/LegislativeSummit11/Home/tabid/22195/Default.aspx
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The Code of Legislative Ethics, at KRS 6.811(6), states that a legislative agent (lobbyist) “shall not make a campaign contribution to a legislator, a candidate, or his campaign committee.”  There is no similar prohibition on a lobbyist making a contribution to a political party.

A legislator can provide a reference for a job applicant.  Such a letter is consistent with the Code of Legislative Ethics, and OLEC 93-19, which states “A member of the General Assembly may recommend a constituent or non-constituent to a state agency for employment so long as that person is not a family member or business associate.  Such an activity is an information process and not an attempt to influence the agency to act contrary to the public interest.”


A legislator who is an attorney may represent a client in a suit for damages against a water district and one or more of its directors.  See KRS 6.744(7) and KRS 6.611(29), which defines “state agency” as any department, office, commission, board, or authority within the executive department, and includes state-supported universities and colleges but does not include local boards of education.
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Several employers of legislative agents are working for state agencies under contracts approved in June by the General Assembly’s Government Contract Review Committee.  


The Department of Education is contracting with the Kentucky Association of School Administrators ($98,248 for July 1, 2011 to June 30, 2012) to administer required training for 20 to 25 superintendents in areas such as school-based decision making, school law and finance, and curriculum and assessment.


The Kentucky Lottery Corporation is contracting with GTECH Corporation of Providence, Rhode Island ($7,250,000 for July 1, 2011 to June 30, 2012) to provide an on-line gaming system and  equipment, and to implement a new online system, with conversion to take place about July 10, 2011.

The University of Kentucky is contracting with Norton Healthcare Inc. of Louisville (Two contracts at $500,000 each from June 1, 2011 to June 30, 2012) to provide laboratory testing and consulting services.


All government contracts that come before the Government Contract Review Committee are listed on the Committee’s homepage:  http://www.lrc.ky.gov/Statcomm/Contracts/homepage.htm
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Quigley Seeks Greater Transparency from Lobbyists
Federal  -  Roll Call  -  Published: 6/23/2011
U.S. Rep. Mike Quigley just might be K Street's least favorite member of Congress. That’s because he introduced a bill that would force lobbyists to disclose a lot more information about their Capitol Hill activities. "We want to lift the top off the Dome so people can see what’s happening," said Quigley.

 

The Lobbyist Disclosure Enhancement Act would require lobbyists to report which member offices they meet with and would do away with the 20 percent threshold, which currently allows advocates who spend less than 20 percent of their time on lobbying to avoid registering as lobbyists. Quigley's bill would also require lobbyists to register new clients within five days, as opposed to 45 days.  He said he does not have anything against K Street and just wants more transparency in the process.

 

"I taught policy and politics for seven years at a university," said Quigley. "I told my students, lobbyists are not a bad thing, they're absolutely vital.  Since I've been here I believe that even more.  People have a right to know.  I get lobbied by governments, schools, nurses, charities.  It’s not all a bad thing."

  

Lobbyists, for the most part, do not like the idea of having to disclose the member offices they meet with.  Dave Wenhold, the immediate past president of the American League of Lobbyists and president of the firm Miller Wenhold Capitol Strategies, said that is a burden lawmakers should carry.

 

"Let’s have the members of Congress put down who they're soliciting from in the lobbying community," said Wenhold.  "I get invitations all the time from Rep. Quigley to go to his fundraisers.  If you're saying the American people have a right to know . . . isn't that your job, not the lobbyist's job?"

 
Big Names in Alabama Politics Set for Bingo Trial
Alabama  -  Birmingham News  -  Published: 6/5/2011
Some of the biggest names in Alabama politics will take their seats at the defense table in federal court in a corruption trial.  VictoryLand casino owner Milton McGregor, state Sens. Harri Anne Smith and Quinton Ross, two former state senators, a casino spokesperson, a former legislative employee, and two of Montgomery's most influential lobbyists will stand trial on vote-buying charges. 
The case is expected to provide a glimpse into the little-seen world of statehouse lobbying.  Campaign donations offered or delivered to legislators will alternatively be painted as bribes or run-of-the-mill political wrangling.

 

The sprawling case centers on the efforts last year by McGregor and Country Crossing casino owner Ronnie Gilley to pass a bill that would have called a statewide referendum on whether to allow electronic bingo machines at their respective casinos and allow others to open. Gilley, who has struck a deal with prosecutors and pleaded guilty, and McGregor already were offering the machines at their businesses but were facing being shut down by then-Gov. Bob Riley, who argued the lucrative slot look-alikes were illegal.  The defendants in the case are accused of using offers of campaign contributions, a $1 million-a-year public relations job, and campaign assistance to buy and sell votes for the bingo bill.

 

Prosecutors expect to play scores of tapes in which lobbyists and casino owners discuss in occasionally profanity-laced conversations the quest for votes and which legislators might be in play.  The tapes were made after FBI agents tapped phones belonging to McGregor, Gilley, and Gilley lobbyist Jarrod Massey, who also struck a deal with prosecutors and pleaded guilty. In the tapes, made during the 2010 legislative session, Gilley, Massey, and McGregor are heard courting votes.  The clandestine recordings also will include tapes made when Sen. Scott Beason wore a wire during the investigation.  Beason said he went to FBI agents after he received an offer he thought was beyond normal political horse-trading.

 

The trial will explore the line between campaign contribution and bribe since most, but not all, of the offers at issue are campaign contributions that prosecutors said were offered, and sometimes delivered, to switch lawmakers’ votes on the bill from no to yes.

 

Prosecutors will say the taped conversations and other evidence, such as contributions being delivered to candidates, is proof the defendants struck a quid pro quo deal – trading one thing in return for another.  But defense lawyers will argue the conversations reflect political maneuvering, not criminal conspiring.
 

A pivotal moment in the case will come when two current lawmakers and one former legislator take the stand to discuss the efforts by McGregor and Gilley to secure their votes.  Rep. Barry Mask, former Rep. Benjamin Lewis, and Beason all cooperated with federal agents.  Prosecutors have recordings of some of the trio's conversations with casino owners.  The Beason evidence, and what jurors ultimately make of it, is considered vital to the prosecution's efforts to convict McGregor.

 

Prosecutors allege McGregor and Gilley offered Beason a $1 million-a-year public relations job to try to get him to vote yes on the bill.  The direct offer was delivered by Massey, according to excerpts released of the conversations, but prosecutors will try to argue the tapes show McGregor, who had met with Beason, approved the deal.
Gilley testifies McGregor wanted to buy Sen. Scott Beason's vote
Alabama – Birmingham News – Published: 6/25/2011
Country Crossing casino developer Ronnie Gilley testified Friday that VictoryLand casino owner Milton McGregor agreed to pony up $1 million a year to try to entice a state senator to vote for a gambling bill. Gilley said he and McGregor were willing to give Sen. Scott Beason so much money because they thought he could be the deciding vote on the legislation. 

"Go get him big boy.  We've got to have him," Gilley said McGregor told him before he went off to make the offer to Beason.  Gilley, the brash and controversial promoter of a country music-themed music casino, took the stand for prosecutors in the Statehouse vote-buying trial.  Gilley described a backroom world of Statehouse politics where he gathered thousands of dollars to buy votes -- including the vote of defendant Sen. Harri Anne Smith -- and used throw-away phones because he was paranoid that the governor was listening to his calls. 

Gilley has pleaded guilty and is testifying in the trial of nine defendants, including McGregor and Smith, who are accused of buying and selling votes on an electronic bingo bill in the Legislature last year.  Gilley described how he and McGregor were once competitors but eventually forged an alliance out of necessity. Gilley said his investors abandoned him after Riley started trying to shut down electronic bingo halls, and McGregor came to his financial rescue. 

Gilley said that, following a gaming summit of sorts, he and McGregor met in the airplane hangar where McGregor keeps his planes and agreed to enter into a consulting agreement.  McGregor would provide financing for Country Crossing, and Gilley's job would be to flex muscle in Montgomery to try to get the bill passed, Gilley said. 

McGregor provided $13 million for the venture, largely in loans for Country Crossing, Gilley testified.  Gilley described to jurors how in 2009 and 2010, he and McGregor were hunting for votes to pass gambling legislation in the Senate and thought Beason could be their winning vote.  The "Sweet Home Alabama" bill would have held a statewide referendum aimed at legalizing the electronic bingo machines that Riley at the time was trying to shut down. 

Gilley said he learned in 2010 from his lobbyist Jarrod Massey that Beason -- who testified earlier that he was playing a role for the FBI as a senator who could be bought -- wanted $1 million.  Gilley said he was broke and couldn't afford that, so McGregor agreed to provide the money out of his share of Country Crossing. 

Gilley testified that by that time he already had secured the vote of one senator with campaign contributions -- Smith.  Gilley said he once gave Smith a $5,000 donation but she returned it, saying it wouldn't look good to take his money.  But Gilley said they arranged to get money to Smith in other ways.  Gilley said he gave his lobbyist $40,000 in fake consulting fees that he then would "bleed" into Smith's campaign.  Smith knew about the arrangement, thanked him for the money and agreed to help him with whatever he needed, Gilley testified. 

"She said, 'Thank you and I'm yours,'" Gilley said. He said that included helping on gambling legislation and pressing other legislators to vote for it as well.  Prosecutors played a recording of a later phone call in which Smith asks Gilley for money for her Senate re-election campaign.  "We need another $400,000 to finish out the campaign.  Anything you could do would be appreciated," Smith told Gilley.  Gilley said Smith and her campaign manager directed him to send money to various PACs so it wouldn't be traceable to him. 

Gilley said he already had given large campaign donations to affect another legislator's vote.  Gilley said he contributed to Rep. Terry Spicer's campaign after Spicer demanded it.  "Point blank he let me know if I didn't give it to him he would hurt our bill in the House of Representatives," Gilley said.  Spicer, who is not a defendant in the case, asked for $50,000, but Gilley said he gave him $20,000.  He said Spicer came by his office and picked up a box of cash. 
Bill to Ban Event Tickets, Other Gifts to Lawmakers Gets New Life
California  -  Sacramento Bee  -  Published: 6/22/2011
Two California legislators are reviving a failed attempt to ban corporations and interest groups from showering elected officials with tickets to expensive events and other pricey gifts.  Sens. Sam Blakeslee and Lou Correa have teamed up to author Senate Bill 50, which would prohibit lawmakers and their family members from accepting tickets to sporting events, concerts, gift cards, spa treatments, golf trips, and other vacations from lobbyist employers. Some tickets valued at less than $25 would still be permitted.

 

"Enough is enough – the public is fed up with their legislators getting free tickets, vacations, or rounds of golf," said Correa, who heads the Senate Committee on Elections and Constitutional Amendments.

 

Current law allows legislators and statewide elected officials to accept up to $420 in gifts each year from an individual source. Presents from registered lobbyists are capped at $10 a month. Lawmakers reported receiving more than $520,000 in gifts in 2010, including event tickets, expensive meals, and even hundreds of bottles of pink nail polish.

 
Deal Gets Perk; Delta Does, Too
Georgia  -  Atlanta Journal-Constitution  -  Published: 6/19/2011
Two weeks after Georgia Gov. Nathan Deal signed a $30 million tax break for Delta, the airline upgraded Deal and his wife to first class – "Diamond" medallion status that the company awards to its most valued customers. That status includes free upgrades when seats are available, Sky Club membership, bonus miles, priority check-in and boarding, fee waivers, and more. Delta put the combined value of the awards at just under $8,000, well above the $25 gift limit included in the executive order Deal signed that covers ethics for his office and others under his authority. 

 

"This was obviously a thank you for signing that [tax] bill," said Georgia Common Cause Executive Director William Perry. Delta gave similar, although less valuable, awards to key lawmakers last year, including to the sponsor of the tax-break legislation. 

 

When asked about the gifts to Deal and his wife, Delta spokesperson Trebor Banstetter said, "As Georgia's longtime hometown airline, Delta supports local elected leaders through in-kind contributions." Gubernatorial spokesperson Brian Robinson said there is no connection between the Delta gift and the tax break. 
Delta, like virtually all big employers in Georgia, has lobbyists at the Capitol and donates money to campaigns and political parties. Delta gave at least 10 top politicians or their campaigns upgrades, special status, and/or Sky Club memberships worth about $20,000 last year, according to lobbyist and campaign reports.  Those politicians ranged from Lt. Gov. Casey Cagle and House Speaker David Ralston to the tax exemption sponsor Jay Roberts.  As of the end of May, Deal was the only state politician to get the upgrades this year from Delta’s lobbyists. 

 

Rep. Virgil Fludd, who opposed the Delta tax break, said, "I think it is unconscionable that Delta would be able to provide these kind of gifts when they claim to be under so much fire financially.  It is patently unfair that they would exercise this kind of influence over the process.  If they had an opportunity to get a tax break, let that tax break be given on its own merit, not on special favors to elected officials."

 

When he took office, Deal signed an executive order extending the gift limits for his office put in place in 2003 by then-Gov. Sonny Perdue. Former Gov. Roy Barnes banned employees of the executive branch from taking any gifts from lobbyists.  Julianne Thompson, an organizer for the Georgia Tea Party Patriots, which is pushing ethics reform legislation, called Deal’s acceptance of the Delta gifts disappointing.

 

"The timing is certainly questionable," said Thompson.  "This is proof positive why we need a cap on gifts and ethics reform in Georgia."

Legislators Recommend 'Snitch Rule,' Ethics Reforms
Massachusetts  -  Taunton Daily Gazette  -  Published: 6/22/2011
Massachusetts legislators are discussing ethics reforms after the conviction of former Speaker Salvatore DiMasi on public corruption charges.  Under a proposed House ethics code change that legislators are calling the "snitch rule," members would be required to report any unethical or criminal conduct by members or staff.

 

Other reforms prohibit lobbyists from entering the House chamber or the members' lounge, require lobbyists wishing to access members and staff to wear a visible badge identifying themselves as lobbyists, and create disclosure requirements in the event any House member or staff is arrested or indicted. 

The changes would also forbid House members and staff from contacting public entities regarding pending procurement decisions; restrict members and staff to using only written recommendations, unless contacted by employers, when recommending individuals for jobs; and treat sexual harassment as an ethics issue. 

 

A jury found DiMasi guilty on seven of nine counts in his public corruption case, including conspiracy, mail fraud, and extortion.  The verdict made DiMasi the third consecutive House speaker convicted of a felony. The convictions stems from charges DiMasi sold his office as part of a scheme to rig software contracts in exchange for kickbacks.

 

DiMasi, who was speaker from 2004 to 2009, faces a maximum sentence of five years on the conspiracy charge and 20 years for each of the six other counts on which he was convicted.  His sentencing hearing is scheduled for September 8.
Justices Rule on When Lawmakers Should Recuse from Issues
Nevada  -  CNN (www.cnn.com)  -  Published: 6/13/2011
The U.S. Supreme Court ruled against a Nevada lawmaker whose public vote on a pending development project put him at odds with the state ethics commission.  In a unanimous decision, the justices said the Nevada Commission on Ethics was right to conclude Sparks City Councilperson Michael Carrigan should have stepped aside on issues where conflicts-of-interest could arise.  Carrigan's longtime friend and campaign manager was a paid consultant to a company trying to build a local hotel and casino in Sparks.

 

At issue in the ruling was whether an elected legislator's vote is considered free speech that would shield them from a level of enforceable oversight from ethics laws.  Carrigan argued his vote should have been protected speech since lawmakers often must make politically unpopular or deeply held personal decisions.  But writing for the court, Justice Antonin Scalia said the lawmaker's vote was really not his own.

 

"When a legislator votes, however, he does so not as an individual but as a political representative engaged in the legislative process," said Scalia.  "Acting in that capacity, his vote is not his own speech but a mechanical function of government, the commitment of his apportioned share of the Legislature's power to the passage or defeat of a particular proposal."

 

The high court was debating whether the state's ethics law in question was both overly vague and burdensome when applied to the discretionary actions of a single legislator. The justices turned aside any desire to create sweeping new First Amendment protection for legislators when they cast their votes.

  

Carrigan asked the city attorney to see whether he could vote on the hotel and casino project, or if he would be barred by conflict-of-interest rules because of his relationship with Vasquez.  Carrigan was told so long as he publicly disclosed the friendship with the project consultant, he was cleared to vote.  He did all those things, but the project was ultimately defeated by one vote.  The Lazy 8 to this day remains undeveloped.

 

After receiving several public complaints, the Nevada ethics commission reprimanded Carrigan.  The ethics panel concluded the lawmaker should have consulted its staff for an advisory opinion, in addition to the city attorney. Carrigan's loyalties to Vasquez had the appearance at least of affecting his judgment, said the commission. 

Attorney General: No conflict in trips to Turkey
New Mexico  -  Santa Fe New Mexican  -  Published: 6/2/2011
Free overseas trips for several New Mexico legislators funded by a nonprofit group do not violate the gift law or other statutes, according to the state attorney general and other officials. There also apparently is no requirement the lawmakers or other officials report the trips to the Republic of Turkey, sponsored by Raindrop Turkish House, an affiliate of a Houston-based organization called the Turquoise Council of Americans and Eurasians.  Democrats and Republicans alike have taken advantage of the offer, although it is not clear how many lawmakers have taken the trips.  Because there is no reporting requirement, that number might never be known. 

 

Each trip includes about 10 days of lodging and food and, in at least some cases, airfare from Albuquerque to Istanbul.  State Sen. Jerry Oritz y Pino said the Turquoise Council paid for his plane and other expenses, but he had to pay for his wife, who accompanied him.  

Legislative Council Services Director Raul Burciaga said there does not seem to be any conflict with the state gift law, passed in 2007, because the Turquoise Council does not fit the definition of "restricted donor" in the law.  His interpretation is backed up by Attorney General Gary King.
 

Restricted donors include lobbyists, who cannot legally give gifts to lawmakers valued at more than $250, and those seeking state contracts.  The Turkish group has not sought or opposed any legislation in New Mexico.  In the past two sessions, however, the House has passed memorials encouraging more cultural and economic exchanges with the Republic of Turkey. 

      

In May 2010, the Kansas Governmental Ethics Commission ruled its state legislators could not use their campaign accounts to pay a $1,300 portion for a trip to Turkey organized by the Turquoise Council. "The commission could not find a connection between the trip, which was largely for sightseeing, and a legislator's duties as an elected official," reported The Kansas Watchdog, an on-line publication. 

 

Colorado's Independent Ethics Commission in 2009 ruled there was no problem with a legislator and her husband taking an 11-day trip to Turkey partially paid for by a nonprofit group called the Multicultural Mosaic Foundation.  Rep. Cherylin Peniston, one of several lawmakers invited, argued the purpose of the trip was "contributing to the establishment and furtherance of cross-cultural tolerance [and] working toward attaining peace and cooperation among the world civilizations." 

  

The Washington Post reported earlier this year that in 2010, a group called The American Turkish Friendship Association took a dozen Virginia legislators, most accompanied by spouses, to Turkey. According to state records in Virginia, the association spent $36,650 on the trips, making it the top gift-giver to legislators last year, according to the Virginia Public Access Project.

Bruno Argues He Should Be Spared a New Trial
New York  -  New York Times  -  Published: 6/17/2011
A year and a half after he was convicted of corruption charges, former Sen. Joseph Bruno, once one of the most powerful men in Albany, was in a courtroom fighting to avoid a new trial. The case against Bruno, the former majority leader of the New York Senate, has had a tangled history.  He was convicted in 2009 in U.S. District Court of two counts of fraud for failing to disclose payments he had received from businesspeople seeking help in the Legislature. But a ruling in another case last year by the U.S. Supreme Court undercut the government’s legal claims against Bruno. Though sentenced to two years in prison, he has remained free during the appeal.

 

The issue before a three-judge panel of the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Second Circuit was whether, as Bruno's lawyers claim, the case against him must be declared at an end, or whether, as the prosecutors argue, they can retry him by conforming their charges to the Supreme Court’s 2010 ruling.  That decision narrowed the interpretation of a law prosecutors used widely, including against Bruno, that makes it a crime to deprive people of "honest services." 

   
Ethics Clears Legislative Hurdles
New York  -  Albany Times Union  -  Published: 6/14/2011
After years of wrangling, legislation to overhaul New York's ethics laws passed the state Senate and Assembly in quick succession with near-unanimous votes and relatively little debate.  The ethics measure creates a new independent watchdog entity, the Joint Commission on Public Ethics, to oversee the executive and legislative branches, as well as lobbyists. 

 

The commission will be composed of members appointed by the governor and the two houses of the Legislature, and split evenly between the two major political parties.  That equal distribution would be preserved even if the balance of power flipped in either chamber. 
 News from the National Conference of State Legislatures (NCSL)
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MINNESOTA -- The ethics subcommittee determined that a senator “had reason to know” that a tweeted statement misrepresented another legislator’s position and was therefore a violation of senate rules. The subcommittee asked that the Twitter message be deleted. Twin Cities.com  June 16, 2011. http://www.twincities.com/politics/ci_18292192?nclick_check=1 
NEW YORK -- A New York Times review found that over the past five years, the state has awarded more than $7.4 billion in contracts to clients of law firms that employ state legislators.  Although these contracts represent a fraction of the $200 billion awarded by the state, they represent many potential 
conflicts which the new ethics law does not address. The New York Times  June 13, 2011. http://www.nytimes.com/2011/06/14/nyregion/albany-money-flows-to-clients-of-firms-that-employ-legislators.html 
State lawmakers passed ethics measures which require legislators to reveal how much they earn from outside businesses and the names of their clients who do any business with the state.  It provides for the creation of a statewide database of lobbyists and contractors that can cross-check legislators’ disclosures.  Also included is a provision to increase penalties for crimes related to public office, including one that would relieve a public official of his pension if convicted of such a crime. 
Thomson Reuters News & Insight   June 13, 2011.     http://newsandinsight.thomsonreuters.com/New_York/News/2011/06_June/Ethics_bill_passed_by_New_York_lawmakers/ 
The Legislative Ethics Commission found reasonable cause that an assemblyman who mixed his job as a lawmaker with his private role in a local health care facility had a conflict of interest and thus violated ethics laws.  Federal prosecutors charged the house member and a state senator in what they called a “broad based bribery racket.” Both remain members of the legislature.  AP in the Times Union  May 31, 2011. http://www.timesunion.com/default/article/NY-ethics-board-finds-Boyland-had-conflict-1403611.php 
RHODE ISLAND -- Opinion: “[Two legislators] have introduced bills that would let voters decide, in November 2012, whether they want to restore [the] Ethics Commission’s jurisdiction…Let’s allow voters to return Rhode Island to what was long understood to be the rules of the road for state legislators.” Providence Journal   June 12, 2011  http://www.projo.com/news/efitzpatrick/edward_fitzpatrick_12_06-12-11_FDOIFEK_v37.2f6c0fc.html
WASHINGTON -- Editorial:  “All public employees must abide by a strong code of personal ethics. The best way to ensure that happens is to keep legislative and executive ethics boards independent and allow investigators to do their work absent of outside influence.” The Olympian  June 13, 2011. http://www.theolympian.com/2011/06/13/1685045/recent-case-highlights-the-need.html 
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