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About $4.2 million was spent on lobbying during the first two months of the 2013 General Assembly session.  This is about 10 percent more than the $3.8 million spent during the same period two years ago, in the previous odd-year, ‘short’ session.


So far, the top-spending employers of lobbyists in the 2013 session are: Altria Client Services, which has spent $85,244 lobbying on bills changing or increasing taxes on tobacco products; and Century Aluminum of Kentucky, which has spent $82,950 lobbying on legislation to allow large industrial consumers of electricity (like Century Aluminum) to purchase electricity “off the grid” instead of from local retail electric suppliers.  Other 2013 top-spenders are: Kentucky Chamber of Commerce ($61,513); Kentucky Hospital Association ($58,101); Build Our Bridge Now ($48,432); Kentucky Retail Federation ($42,972); Kentucky Medical Association ($42,891); Kentucky Bankers Association ($36,160); Kentuckians for the Commonwealth ($34,827); Kentucky Association of Healthcare Facilities ($34,720); AT&T ($32,085); Baptist Healthcare ($30,144); Kentucky Justice Association ($30,126); Kentucky League of Cities ($29,789); and CSX Corporation ($27,964).


Spending on February events conducted by lobbying interests for legislators includes: Coal Operators & Associates, Kentucky Coal Association, Kentucky Oil & Gas Association, and West Kentucky Coal Association spending $3,687 each for a total of $14,748 on an Energy Reception at Buffalo Trace Clubhouse in Frankfort; CSX Corp. ($3,585), Norfolk Southern Corp. ($3,585), and Paducah & Louisville Railway ($3,585) spending $10,755 on a Kentucky Railroad Association reception on rail cars parked in downtown Frankfort; and Kentucky Beverage Association ($3,704), Kentucky Association of Manufacturers ($3,000), and Kentucky Retail Federation ($1,800), spending a total of $8,504 on a legislative reception at the Capital Plaza Hotel. 


Other event spending includes: Kentucky Association of Realtors, $6,221 on a reception at the Capital Plaza Hotel; Kentucky Rural Water Association, $4,288 on a legislative breakfast at the Hotel; Kentucky Alliance of Boys & Girls Clubs, $3,376 on a reception at the Hotel; Sullivan University System, $2,188 on Career College Day at the Capitol Annex; Baptist Healthcare, $1,694 on a reception at the Kentucky History Center in Frankfort; National Association of Social Workers, Kentucky Chapter, $1,712; Kentucky League of Cities, $1,385 on a City Night Reception at the Frankfort Convention Center; Kentucky Hospital Association, $1,228 on a luncheon in the Capitol Annex; Kentucky Association of Mental Health-Mental Retardation Programs, Inc., $1,156 on a reception at Buffalo Trace; Kentucky Association of Nurse Anesthetists, $1,012 for a reception at the Hotel; and Commerce Lexington, $1,001 on a reception at Buffalo Trace.  In addition to evening receptions, 29 breakfasts and lunches were conducted by businesses and interest groups on legislative days in February, usually in the Capitol Annex, where the legislative offices and committee meeting rooms are located.
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The following businesses and organizations recently registered to lobby the Kentucky General Assembly: Barbara Bowers, MD, a Paducah ophthalmologist who specializes in refractive and cataract surgery; Cypress Group, a Washington, D.C.-based lobbying firm that represents clients including Citibank, CNA Financial, Federal Home Loan Banks, US Bank, Freddie Mac, and International Swaps and Derivatives Association; Data Recognition Corp., a Minnesota company that provides educational testing and assessment programs; and Edgenuity, Inc., an Arizona company which sells online courses to schools.


Also registered in recent weeks:  GEICO, an auto insurance company that is a subsidiary of Berkshire Hathaway;  Lockridge Grindal Nauen, a Minneapolis-based law firm monitoring credit card surcharge issues; National Coalition of Pharmaceutical Distributors, a Miami-based association whose website says it is “aggressively working to help enact federal legislation to revamp the nation’s chain of custody laws for prescription pharmaceutical products”; and Troutman Sanders Strategies LLC, an Atlanta-based law and lobbying firm which listed as a Real Party in Interest the Real Estate Valuation Advocacy Association, a trade association for the real estate appraisal industry.


Other new registrants include: Tyco International, a Swiss fire safety and security systems company that registered to lobby on House Bill 119, the “Kentucky Buy American Act” which would require local governments to use American-made products, steel, and iron in public construction projects; Americans United for Separation of Church and State, a Washington, D.C.-based organization working on church-state issues, and which represented taxpayers who recently settled a federal lawsuit in which the state of Kentucky agreed to change its child-care system to prohibit religious coercion, indoctrination and discrimination involving children in privately-run, publicly-funded child care facilities and foster homes; and Carespring Health Care Management, an Ohio-based operator of Northern Kentucky nursing homes, which recently announced it would build a $24 million transitional care facility in Cold Spring.  A month ago, Carespring settled a federal lawsuit by agreeing to pay the U.S. Government $350,000, and retain an independent compliance consultant to monitor the quality of patient care at Carespring’s Erlanger nursing home. 

Several businesses and groups terminated lobbying registration and are no longer lobbying in Kentucky:  Advanced Care Center; Apria Healthcare Group; Endo Pharmaceuticals; Kentucky Credit Rights Bar Association; and Northern Kentucky Youth Foundation.

The only organization which has failed to file the spending report due on March 15 is Ten-Ure Organization of State Employees.









[image: image2.jpg]




Kentucky’s state government recently awarded several large contracts to businesses which agreed to provide personnel to perform state services.  

The Department of Corrections awarded a $28 million contract to Correctcare, Inc. of Lexington to provide for access to physicians, nurses, and other medical support staff to conduct primary care, onsite/offsite specialty care, and other medical services for inmates at 12 correctional facilities around the state, with the contract to run from January 1, 2013 to June 30, 2013.

The Department for Behavioral Health, Developmental and Intellectual Disabilities awarded several large contracts to health care staffing companies.  Two of the contracts are for 18-month periods, including one for $18,722,100, which went to Registry of Physician Specialists, a medical corporation based in Walnut Creek, California.  The second contract, for $15,665,424, went to Staff Care, Inc. of Irving, Texas. 

Both companies contracted with the state to provide emergency/temporary psychiatry and physician services for: Bingham Gardens ICF (formerly Central State ICF/MR), Central State Hospital, Glasgow State Nursing Facility, Hazelwood Center, Kentucky Correctional Psychiatric Center, Western State Hospital, and Western State Nursing Facility. 

The Department for Behavioral Health, Developmental and Intellectual Disabilities also awarded two staffing contracts which are for three months each, and expire this week.  One contract went to Guardian Angel Staffing Agency of Louisville.  The contract runs from January 1, 2013 to March 31, 2013, and will pay Guardian Angel $12.3 million to provide nurses, technicians, and other health care workers to Western State Hospital, Western State Nursing Facility, and Glasgow State Nursing Facility.

The second three-month contract was a $12.5 million contract to Nursestaffing Group Kentucky, LLC of Louisville for January 1, 2013 to March 31, 2013.  During that time, Nursestaffing is also providing nurses, technicians, and other health care workers to Western State Hospital, Western State Nursing Facility and the Glasgow State Nursing Facility. 


The Department awarded another staffing contract to Guardian Healthcare Providers of Brentwood, Tennessee.  Under that contract, Guardian Healthcare will receive $24.3 million for the six months between January 1, 2013 and June 30, 2013 to provide nurses, technicians, and other health care workers to Hazelwood Center and ICF homes, Bingham Gardens ICF homes, Western State Hospital, Western State Nursing Facility and the Glasgow State Nursing Facility. 

The Transportation Cabinet awarded a $14.5 million contract (80% federal funds) to HDR Engineering of Lexington.  For the next two years, HDR will assist in the construction oversight, inspection, and quality assurance of the downtown crossing of the Louisville Southern Indiana Ohio River Bridge Project and perform quality assurance audits of Indiana’s work on the bridge located in eastern Jefferson County.










[image: image3.jpg]



The Atlanta Journal-Constitution
By Aaron Gould Sheinin, Chris Joyner and Kristina Torres -- March 26, 2013

Reform advocates in Georgia have worked on it for years, and voters overwhelmingly signaled their desire for change last summer in questions on the primary ballots.  Even the governor, who rarely comments on pending bills, has urged lawmakers to get moving.

But if state lawmakers are going to limit what lobbyists spend on them in meals, trips and entertainment, they will have to do it Thursday — the final day of the legislative session.


The debate over lobbying reform receded into the quiet corners of the General Assembly on Tuesday as leaders in the House and Senate tried to find agreement on key differences in their versions of House Bill 142.  The key sticking points remain whether volunteer advocates will be required to register as lobbyists and which plan on limiting gifts will prevail.


The Senate insists that Georgia voters prefer a $100 cap on gifts with limited exceptions, while the House claims Georgians would be better served by an outright ban on most individual spending with exceptions for committees and other groups.


For the second day in a row, Gov. Nathan Deal said he wants legislators to come up with a “workable, clearly defined” reform bill.  “I think that is what the public wants and that is what I think all of us want,” he said. “How they arrive at it and whether it be a cap or an absolute prohibition — that does not matter to me.”


Advocates who have spent the past three years prodding reluctant lawmakers to the precipice of reform spent Tuesday making emotional appeals and poorly veiled threats if legislators do not act.  In addition, conservative activists demanded a clause requiring volunteers to register as lobbyists be removed.


House Speaker David Ralston of Blue Ridge, who sponsored the bill, supports expanding lobbyist registration requirements to capture people who spend significant time at the Capitol trying to influence legislation on behalf of an organization regardless of whether they are being paid.  The current version of the bill would require registration if a volunteer spent at least five days at the Capitol working for an organization.


Debbie Dooley, co-founder of the Atlanta Tea Party and a regular face at the Capitol on ethics reform and other issues, called the measure “hurtful” to conservative activists who worked to get legislators elected.  “To be stabbed in the back like this as House members are doing,” she said, holding back tears.  “This vote is pivotal.  It will follow them no matter where they go.  We are not going to forget this.  By God, the line is in the sand.”


House officials backing the expanded registration pointed to Dooley’s bio page on the Georgia Tea Party Patriots’ website, which states she is “very actively involved in lobbying at the Georgia Legislature on different issues, including tough ethics reform.”  House spokesman Marshall Guest said the lobbyist registration provision is meant to protect the public and lawmakers by clearly identifying who is at the Capitol and whom they represent.  “As much as Ms. Dooley may think this provision is about her, it isn’t about her or any other individual,” he said.


Dooley and others said forcing them to register would open them up to “frivolous ethics complaints.”  Guest said there already is a law protecting lobbyists and lawmakers from frivolous complaints.


Several Senators have opposed broadening registration requirements.  Sen. Josh McKoon of Columbus, who has emerged as the legislative spokesman for ethics reform, said the issue is non-negotiable for him.


“This is the third session that we’ve been down here talking about ethics reform, and the first I ever heard about anything to do with folks who are not compensated being asked to subject themselves to some government bureaucracy was a few weeks ago,” he said.  “That’s outrageous.”


But House Majority Leader Larry O’Neal of Bonaire said the House version brings more people into the sunlight.  “Our bill we filed is more transparent,” he said.  “We do register more people who are trying to influence legislation.”

Staff writer Greg Bluestein contributed to this article.

In-depth coverage --
The Atlanta Journal-Constitution has covered the push for ethics reform every step of the way with investigative reporting looking into how our public officials interact with lobbyists, where the system fails and how other states have done it better.  As the Legislature wrestles with how to overhaul the system, the AJC will continue to provide in-depth coverage you will not find anywhere else.
Cable Group Sponsors Golf Fundraiser
California  -  Los Angeles Times  -  March 18, 2013


State senators in California gathered in La Jolla on a recent weekend to enjoy rounds of golf and high-priced meals and lodging at an annual fundraiser paid for largely by an association of cable television companies seeking favorable treatment on legislation.  The 2013 Pro Tem Cup hosted by Senate President Pro Tem Darrell Steinberg at Torrey Pines Golf Course is a major legislative fundraiser.

 


The event’s lead sponsor each year is the California Cable and Telecommunications Association, which last year reported giving $100,000 in campaign funds around the time of the fundraiser.  The firm also donated $100,000 the same day to a California party leadership fund.  In 2012, the association separately spent $158,000 lobbying state lawmakers for favorable votes on several bills that affect the industry. 


Other special interest groups could become Platinum Sponsors of the fundraiser for $65,000, which came with rounds of golf Friday and Saturday, hotel lodging, barbecue, and gifts.  Lower level sponsorships were also available.  Firms that contributed included E&J Gallo Winery, which gave $25,000.

 


Some watchdog groups have criticized the annual fundraiser, saying it has the appearance of special interests trying to buy favor.  But Jason Kinney, a consultant for the Senate, denied there was anything improper about the big-money sponsorships.

 


"There was never, nor will there ever be, any expectation or connection between actual policymaking by senators and any outside political fundraising.  Period.  The end," Kinney said in an e-mail.

Gaming Committee Chair Relies on Flights from Gaming Lobbyist for Travel to Tallahassee
Florida  -  Miami Herald  -  March 17, 2013


The chairperson of a Florida Senate committee that oversees gambling relies on the plane owned by a gaming lobbyist for travel to Tallahassee and his Naples home.  Sen. Garrett Richter, chairperson of the Select Committee on Gaming, said his primary mode of travel is Capital Air, owned by Dave Ramba, who is a licensed pilot, lawyer, fundraiser, and prominent lobbyist. 

 


In the past two years, House Speaker Will Weatherford, Senate leader Chris Smith, and others have also flown on what one senator jokingly calls "Air Ramba."

 


"Yes, I fly on the airplane that I understand is owned by David Ramba," said Richter.  "I don't fly alone.  It's my method of transportation.  I receive an invoice for Capital Air.  I submit that check for my reimbursement. . . . I don't see anything inappropriate about it."

 


Ramba, according to legislators, is one of a handful of lobbyists who own planes and make them available for lawmakers.  The practice of legislators taking flights arranged by lobbyists is not illegal in Florida.  State ethics commission rules mainly require that lawmakers pay market rates on any chartered planes. 

 


In an interview with The Florida Times-Union, Ramba said his air charter business serves lots of customers, including lawmakers, and he considers flying elected officials an age-old tradition in Tallahassee.  "Lobbyists have been flying lawmakers for years," said Ramba.  "It's nothing new."

 


As a lobbyist, Ramba represents many clients with diverse interests.  One, however, has gaming interests before Richter’s Senate committee: Frontier Florida LLC, a software company that works with Internet cafes.  Another Ramba client is the Florida Optometric Association, which supports a bill that would allow optometrists to prescribe oral medications.  The bill's sponsor is Richter. 

 


As a fundraiser, Ramba has collected $867,000 in campaign contributions over the past two years for a political committee called Save Our Internet Access, which advocates regulations, not the banning, of Internet cafes. 

 


According to Federal Aviation Administration flight logs, Ramba's two planes have made 26 flights between Tallahassee and Naples in the past year.  


In nearly every case, Ramba's planes would fly from Naples to Tallahassee at the beginning of a legislative committee week and from Tallahassee to Naples at the end of the week.  During the committee weeks of January 14 and January 21, Ramba's plane was used exclusively for flights between Tallahassee and Naples – flights at the beginning and end of the weeks.

 


Richter had supported legislation that would legalize Internet cafes for a year and put a moratorium on new ones until lawmakers complete a sweeping overhaul of the state’s gambling laws next year.   But Richter and others have abandoned the moratorium and proposed a ban in the wake of this week’s arrest of 57 individuals with ties to Allied Veterans of the World, a purported veterans’ charity that ran an illegal gambling operation in 49 Internet cafes in Florida.
PepsiCo to Reveal Lobbying, Political Spending
New York  -  The Journal News  -  March 15, 2013


PepsiCo will disclose information about its lobbying and trade-group contributions as part of a deal announced by New York Comptroller Thomas DiNapoli.  The company will also reveal the funds it has paid to grassroots and tax-exempt organizations that write and endorse model legislation. 

 


The agreement emerged after DiNapoli issued a shareholder's resolution asking the company to release information on its lobbying and political spending.  DiNapoli has the power to do this because he controls the state Common Retirement Fund, which owns about $400 million in PepsiCo stock.  After the agreement was reached, DiNapoli withdrew the resolution.  The lobbying information is expected to be published on PepsiCo’s Web site before the company’s annual meeting on May 1.

 


"PepsiCo has taken an important step in giving shareholders a clear view of the way it uses corporate dollars in the political arena," DiNapoli said in a statement.  "Shareholder value is enhanced and reputational risks are reduced when companies disclose how corporate money is being spent in politics.  Companies should follow PepsiCo's lead by embracing transparency."

 


Some information about PepsiCo’s lobbying in New York is already posted on-line.  Last year, PepsiCo paid Meara Avella Dickinson in Albany $90,000 to lobby legislative and executive members of state and municipal governments in New York, according to the New York state Commission on Public Ethics' Web site.

 


In 2011 and 2012, the state retirement fund filed 27 shareholder resolutions seeking disclosure of political spending, reaching agreement with 10 companies, according to the comptroller's office.  This year, DiNapoli filed 26 such resolutions and he reached agreements with several companies.
Brooklyn Assemblyman Indicted on New Charges
New York  -  Wall Street Journal  -  March 18, 2013


New York Assemblyman William Boyland, Jr. has been indicted on new charges of filing tens of thousands of dollars worth of fraudulent travel expenses to and from Albany. 

 


According to the indictment unsealed in federal court, Boyland submitted vouchers claiming he had been in Albany on legislative business when he allegedly was not between January 2007 and December 2011.  In several instances, he was actually in New York City meeting with undercover investigators who helped build a pending bribery case against him, states the indictment. 


Boyland was indicted in December 2011 for allegedly taking bribes to help influence state contracts and is awaiting trial.  The new charges of mail fraud announced have been added to the pending case against him.

 


While the superseding indictment unsealed does not specify the dollar amount Boyland allegedly falsely claimed, an audit by the state comptroller’s office found no record existed of him being in Albany on 609 of the 975 days he claimed.  The audit concluded Boyland must repay the state $67,497 in mileage reimbursement costs and per-diem payments given to state legislators for the time they spend in the state capital.

 


The new charges were the latest in a series of legal troubles for Boyland, who hails from a prominent Brooklyn family.  He was found not guilty in November 2011 on separate federal criminal charges in a wide-ranging corruption case that led to guilty pleas from state Sen. Carl Kruger, prominent lobbyist Richard Lipsky, and several hospital executives.

 


A month later, Boyland and his chief of staff were indicted on the current charges of soliciting and accepting $250,000 in bribes, in part to pay for his legal defense in the previous case, allege court papers.  His long-time chief of staff, Ry-Ann Hermon, pleaded guilty to bribery and extortion and is cooperating with federal prosecutors in their case against her former boss, said an official with knowledge of the matter.

Oregon Legislators Reap Big Post-Election Donations – Much of it 'Makeup Money'
Oregon  -  Portland Oregonian  -  March 10, 2013


Around the Oregon Legislature, the campaign cash that comes after an election is known as "makeup money" – and a gusher of it flowed to legislators before the start of this year's session. Disclosure reports reveal lawmakers received more than $1 million in donations between the election and the start of the session, and nearly three-quarters of the money went to the newly-resurgent majority.  Much of that money came from business interests who had bet heavily on several losing candidates and then scrambled to build ties to the winners they had spurned.

 


"There was a lot of makeup going on," explained lobbyist Alan Tresidder.  "I think there were a lot of people surprised by the outcome." 

 


The post-election period has become an increasingly frenetic time for legislative fundraising over the last decade as lawmakers scramble to refill their campaign funds, both to pay for ongoing expenses associated with their jobs and to prepare for their next races.  Post-election contributions were up nearly 20 percent from the same period two years ago, which critics of big money in politics say raises questions about what special interests are buying with their contributions.

 


"It certainly looks like contributors are waiting to see which way the wind is blowing," said Oregon Common Cause Executive Director Kate Titus.  "It's a sign of potential corruption when campaign contributions follow rather than lead to victories."

 


Legislators and lobbyists defend the practice, saying they take care to separate fundraising from actual lawmaking.  Unlike many states, lawmakers in Oregon do not raise money when they are in session.

 


Fundraising during the session was illegal in Oregon until 2001, when the state attorney general issued an opinion saying the ban was unconstitutional.  House rules now prohibit the practice and senators generally follow suit.  The Capitol Club, an organization representing lobbyists, also bars its members from contributing during the session.  

 


"I know people are cynical about campaign contributions, but I look at it as a two-step process," said Kristina McNitt, executive director of the Oregon Forest Industries Council. 

 


The first stage is the campaign when the group supports helpful legislators and candidates with whom they are philosophically in tune, said McNitt; the second comes as lawmakers prepare to go into session.   "At the end of the day, if you lose, you still have incoming members," said McNitt.  "You have to recognize the campaign is over and you have to build new relationships."

 


Lobbyists say it is a widespread practice to save some of their money for the election aftermath.  "You always hold back so-called makeup money," said Mike Dewey, a lobbyist whose clients include the cable industry.  "You always hold back some because you're not going to be 100 percent correct." 

 


The post-election period is also when lobbyists themselves are the most apt to make contributions in their own names.  Lobbyists and their firms gave more than $100,000 to legislators during this period. 

 


Tresidder said there were several candidates he did not get to know during the campaign because his clients backed their opponents.  Now, he said, "it's useful to me" to reach out to new legislators by attending their fundraisers.  In many cases, the lobbyists said they were just responding to repeated calls for contributions from legislators.

 


"There were three or four phone calls some days [from legislators seeking donations], and before the election, I hardly got any,” said Bill Perry, chief lobbyist for the Oregon Restaurant & Lodging Association.

  


Some legislators admit to unease with the post-election fundraising rush.  "I don't want to be a hypocrite; I've done it myself," said Rep. Chris Garrett, who raised about $12,000 after the election.  "But I wouldn't mind if we stopped doing that. . . . The election is over.  In terms of First Amendment expression, I'm not sure we'd lose anything if that money is dropped."

Misuse of SC State Plane Alleged
South Carolina  -  The State  -  March 20, 2013


South Carolina lawmakers were up in arms – one threatened to file an ethics complaint – after a House member used a state-owned plane to bring a syndicated columnist to Columbia to testify on a bill that would nullify the federal health care overhaul law. 

 


State Rep. Bill Chumley authorized the trip, valued at $6,390, from a Washington, D.C. suburb for columnist Walter Williams, according to state Aeronautics Commission records.  Williams is a George Mason University economics professor, who also is an occasional fill-in for conservative radio talk-show host Rush Limbaugh.

 


Williams testified before a House committee in support of Chumley's bill that would ban any state agency or employee from carrying out the Affordable Care Act.  Chumley said his bill has generated controversy, justifying use of a state-owned plane to fly Williams to Columbia and back to the Washington area. 

 


"When it's a very important bill like this, I want to hear from the experts," said Chumley, adding that he cleared the trip with the House Ethics Committee staff before arranging the flight.  But Rep. Kenny Bingham, the Ethics Committee chairperson, said he was not aware Chumley had contacted the staff members.

 


Another witness who testified against the Affordable Care Act before a House committee told the panel he was paid $7,500 in expenses to appear, sparking more questions.

 


Rep. James Smith said he thinks Chumley's use of a state-owned plane violated state law. Bringing a witness to testify at a hearing is not official business and does not justify use of state money, said Smith.  He said he is preparing to file a complaint with the House Ethics Committee.

 


Speaker Bobby Harrell said he was not sure whether Chumley's actions violated state law.  But, he added, use of a state plane to fly a witness in to testify sets a "dangerous precedent."  Sen. Tom Davis expressed concern state-owned aircraft could be abused by the General Assembly's 170 members, each with his or her own political priorities and agendas. 

 


South Carolina law and a proviso in the state budget allow lawmakers to use a state plane for official state business. The budget proviso does not provide a detailed definition of official business except for banning "routine transportation" to General Assembly or committee meetings covered by mileage reimbursement.  Attending press conferences, bill signings, or political functions also are banned. 

 


Witnesses appear before the General Assembly every day to testify for or against legislation, said Lourie.  "They all do it on their own dime," said Lourie, adding Chumley should reimburse the state for the flight's cost.

 


Williams was one of two speakers who testified recently on Chumley's bill. The other witness was Kent Masterson Brown, a constitutional attorney and author from Kentucky.

 


Asked whether he was being paid to testify, Brown said he was received $7,500 for his expenses. Neither Brown nor lawmakers would say who paid that tab.  Chumley said the money came from undisclosed activist groups interested in helping to bring Brown to Columbia to testify.  Chumley said he did not contribute any money to pay Brown’s expenses, and none of the money passed through his hands.
Former Legislators Kicking Off New Careers as Texas Lobbyists
Texas  -  Dallas Morning News  -  March 7, 2013


Just a couple of months ago, they were influential Texas lawmakers with the perks and power of elected office.  Now, nearly a dozen former House members who lost their re-election bids or opted not to run again roam the Capitol wielding a different kind of clout – as well-connected lobbyists.

 


The latest crop of legislators-turned-lobbyists, identified and tracked by The Dallas Morning News, collectively earn an estimated $795,000 to $1.7 million this year representing corporations, retired teachers, cities, financial firms, beer and restaurant associations, and other entities, show state records.

 


Two months into the new legislative session, legislators are pushing bills to ban this "revolving door" and prevent lawmakers from lobbying for two or four years after leaving office.  Backers say it is needed because ex-legislators have too much influence as lobbyists and the lure of that kind of job may affect the way a sitting lawmaker writes legislation.

 


"We expect heads of agencies and others to have a moratorium [before representing clients they formerly regulated]," said Rep. Donna Howard, author of one of the bills.  "It seems that legislators should have the same kind of period to not immediately go into lobbying."  But those who became lobbyists said they see nothing wrong with the practice and hear no public outcry to outlaw it. 

 


"I don’t think it's immoral or should be illegal," said former Rep. Sid Miller, who represents technology, energy, and other interests.  "You do have some institutional knowledge.  It's great.  I like it, and I'm still able to help people."

  


Andrew Wheat, research director of Texans for Public Justice, said he supports efforts to avoid conflicts between elected officials and lobbying groups.

 


"It's not just what they know; it's who they know," said Wheat, adding that a committee chairperson makes for strong ongoing relations at the Capitol.  "You can make a fortune doing this."

  


Thirty-five states make former lawmakers wait before lobbying, according to the National Conference of State Legislatures.  In Texas, similar proposals never gathered steam.  Austin's newest lobbyists said they do not see any problems with their switch.  “A client will hire a lobbyist because they want effective representation,” said former Rep. Rob Eissler, who was House Education Committee chairperson. 

 


After leaving, Eissler began lobbying for the Harris County Department of Education, Pearson, Inc., and other educational interests.  Eissler said as a legislator, he frequently talked to lobbyists on both sides of an issue to get different viewpoints.

 


"They are probably as much a part of the process, and important to the process, because they are conduits of information," said Eissler.

Nevada Politician Puts Chips on Election Betting Bill
Nevada – Politico - March 25, 2013

If a Nevada state Senator gets his way, gamblers could have a new kind of horse race to bet on.

A top Las Vegas lawmaker introduced a bill Monday to legalize betting on federal elections.

“Simply to make money for the state,” said Sen. Tick Segerblom of Las Vegas, who chairs the state Senate’s Judiciary Committee, when asked why he was pushing the law.  “I’ve been following elections and betting in London and [gaming companies there] are making a fortune.  Why not do it here?”

Segerblom said betting on the presidential election was “one of the biggest moneymakers in all of betting outside the United States,” something gaming companies themselves have testified to.  

A few days before last year’s presidential election, Irish bookmaker Paddy Power told CNN they had more than $1.6 million in bets placed on the presidential election, including who would win head-to-head and who would win different swing states.

The law would allow betting on Senate, congressional and presidential campaigns.  Segerblom said he would be open to allow bets on state elections as well, and said the law could also allow bets on the Academy Awards and other cultural events.

He dismissed concerns of corruption, pointing out international bettors already have millions of reasons to try and swing an American election.  “Let’s be frank here.  You’re not going to throw a federal election in the United States,” Segerblom said, noting sports gambling hasn’t led to widespread corruption:  “What’s unique about football?  Has football been corrupted?  I don’t think so.”
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