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After a recent reporting deadline, the Kentucky Registry of Election Finance released updated information on Political Action Committees (PACs) which are raising and spending money for state and local campaigns in Kentucky.  Election finance law defines a PAC as a “permanent organization having as a primary purpose expressly advocating the election or defeat of one or more clearly identified candidates, slates of candidates or political parties, which functions on a regular basis throughout the year . . .”

Of the 148 active PACs in Kentucky, 98 are affiliated with organizations or businesses that employ legislative agents who lobby the General Assembly, or have recently employed lobbyists.  The Legislative Ethics Commission has recommended that PACs and lobbyists’ employers be prohibited from contributing to legislative candidates during regular sessions of the General Assembly.


The 98 PACs affiliated with lobbyists’ employers include most of the PACs which were the leading PAC spenders in the 2010 campaigns, including Better Schools Kentucky PAC, which is funded by members of the Jefferson County Teachers Association.  The PAC spent $419,965 on campaign-related expenditures last year, $422,312 in 2008, and $109,981 so far this year.

The PAC which spent the second most in 2010 is funded by members of the Ky. Education Association.  The Kentucky Educators PAC spent $248,713 last year, $667,376 so far this year, and reports a balance of $168,638 in its most recent filing with the Registry.  The next biggest spending PAC in 2010 was the Kentucky Realtors PAC, funded by members of the Ky. Association of Realtors, which spent $170,776 last year, $162,546 in 2008, and has a balance of $150,094.


Optometric PAC, funded by members of the Ky. Optometric Association, spent $140,910 last year, $65,128 in 2008, and has a balance of $39,000.  Plumbers and Pipefitters Local 502 terminated its lobbying registration at the end of 2009, but its PAC spent $88,832 in 2010 and $117,935 in 2008.  Kentucky Hospitals’ Circle of Friends, funded by Ky. Hospital Association members, spent $82,652 on last year’s campaigns, $84,919 in 2008, and has a balance of $71,354.  


Ky. Attorneys Political Action Trust, operated by the Ky. Justice Association, spent $66,150 last year; Ky. United Automobile, Aerospace and Agricultural Implement Workers of America, which lobbies as International Union, UAW spent $65,472 on last year’s campaigns, $342,724 in 2008, and has a balance of $242,126; and Home Builders Association of Louisville terminated its lobbying registration in 2007, but its PAC contributed $61,875 to 2010 campaigns and the PAC has a balance of $121,241.


Coca-Cola Refreshments USA registered a new PAC last month, raised $170,000 and has a balance of $109,460.  Ky. Physicians PAC, which is affiliated with the Ky. Medical Association, spent $55,050 on 2010 campaigns.  PACs affiliated with the Ky. Bankers Association and the Ky. Automobile Dealers Association each spent more than $48,000 on 2010 campaigns, while the AT&T PAC spent $38,750; Ky. Society of Certified Public Accountants spent $34,773; and the Ky. Association of Highway Contractors spent $34,010.

Employers of lobbyists with PACs that have significant balances in the recent campaign finance reports include:  Communication Workers of America/Ky. ($342,906); Ky. Association of Health Care Facilities ($102,647); Ky. Association of Electric Cooperatives ($81,316); Indiana/Ky. Regional Council of Carpenters ($67,760); Home Builders Association of Ky. ($38,184); Ky. Automobile Dealers Association ($37,912); Louisville Gas & Electric/Ky. Utilities ($33,680); Independent Insurance Agents of Ky. ($33,369); Ky. Bankers Association ($33,340); Ky. Association of Highway Contractors ($32,263); and Greater Louisville Association of Realtors has a balance of $31,555 after spending $42,000 in 2010 and $54,000 in 2008.
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All lobbyist and employer registrations will expire on December 31, 2011.  On Thursday, December 1, the Legislative Ethics Commission will begin accepting registrations for the two-year period running from January 1, 2012 to December 31, 2013.
            The fee for each employer registration is $250 for the two-year registration, and the fee has not changed since it was set by the General Assembly in 1993.  This fee may be paid by cash, check, Visa, MasterCard, American Express, or Discover.
  


If a registration form is mailed with a check, the check should be made payable to the Kentucky State Treasurer.  If paying by credit card, the registration form may be e-mailed to the Commission’s office:  Donnita.Crittenden@LRC.ky.gov or faxed to 502-573-2929.
            

There is no fee for a lobbyist’s registration, and each employer may register any number of lobbyists without any additional fee.
            A signed paper registration form is required, and the form may be delivered to the Commission by U.S. Mail, package delivery service, scanned in an e-mail, faxed, or hand-delivered.  Commission staff will be e-mailing the registration form in mid-November, or a copy may be downloaded from the Commission website at http://klec.ky.gov/forms/employers.htm.
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Three businesses have recently registered to lobby the General Assembly.  One new registrant is Key Bank, part of Cleveland-based Key Corp., a bank-based financial services company that provides investment management, retail and commercial banking, consumer finance, and investment banking.  The company has assets of approximately $89 billion and four branches in Northern Kentucky.  Also registering is Endo Pharmaceuticals, a Pennsylvania-based company which markets pain management products such as Percocet and Percodan, which contain oxycodone.

The other new registrant is Ershig Properties, a Henderson-based commercial real estate development and management company that manages shopping centers in seven states. 

Kentucky Technology Service has terminated its lobbying registration.
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New Alabama Ethics Law Sweeps in Culture Shift for Capital Lobbyists
Alabama  -  Birmingham News  -  Published 10/31/2011

Located two miles from the Alabama Capitol, The Chop House Vintage Year has a reputation for serving some of the best steaks and seafood in Montgomery.  But business is down considerably since state legislators passed a new law capping how much a lobbyist can spend on a public official's meal to $25 at a time and a total of $150 in a year.  Other restaurants report their business also is down.  "I don't think there is any doubt that the changes have turned the lobbying culture in Montgomery on its head," said Sen. Bryan Taylor, who sponsored the legislation.

 

Ten months after the Alabama Legislature approved the new ethics law capping lobbyists' spending, the culture is different in Montgomery, said several lawmakers.  There are no more free tickets, golf outings, social trips, or nightly one-on-one dinners with lobbyists.  But that is not to say all entertaining has been eliminated.  Large associations still pay for lawmakers to attend their conferences at the coast, and lobbyists still pick up meals at caucus meetings, receptions, and work sessions of legislative committees. 

 

So how much have things changed?  Many legislators say changes have been sweeping, while others say not so much.  "I think it's been a dramatic change, said Senate President Pro Tempore Del Marsh.  "You only had to be there two years ago, and you go into a restaurant on any given evening and there would be lobbyists and legislators."  Asked what the biggest difference is in the culture of the statehouse, lawmakers gave answers ranging from no more free football tickets to the end of one-on-one dinners with lobbyists. 

 

"The lobbyists can no longer function like they did," said Senate Majority Leader Jabo Waggoner.  "There are no more golf outings.  You don't go out for meals with them anymore.  There's no free anything … and that's OK.  I'm not saying it never happened.  But contrary to popular belief, I don't think a golf outing or a meal by a lobbyist ever bought a vote."

House Minority Leader Craig Ford said some legislators used to go on purely social outings with lobbyists.  That can no longer happen under the law. 

 

"You should not have these trips where you load up and say, 'Let's go deep sea fishing this weekend,'" said Ford, who said he did not go on such trips.  "I know some [lawmakers] that are retired that used to go from trip to trip to trip all summer long."

 

Sen. Cam Ward said the biggest change has been how lawmakers eat at night.  There are no individual dinners with lobbyists.  But Ward said he thinks there has been an increase in the number of receptions legislators get invited to, since trade group and association receptions are one of the exemptions allowed under the law.  Another legislator said while things have changed, it is not that dramatic. 

 

"The only thing I see that is a drastic change is tickets," said Rep. John Rogers.  "We don't get [free] tickets anymore, and that's OK."

 

Rogers said legislators can order tickets at face value.  "The only ticket that bothered me was the Alabama-Auburn ticket.  I'm going to miss that ticket," said Rogers.  He said lobbyists still are picking up tabs for committee dinners and legislative caucus lunches, and events for groups of legislators, as allowed under the law. 

   

Ex-Alabama Rep. Terry Spicer Enters Agreement to Plead Guilty to Bribery
Alabama  -  Columbus Republic  -  Published 10/21/2011

Former Alabama Rep. Terry Spicer has worked out a deal to plead guilty to bribery charges in the federal government's investigation of corruption at the statehouse, becoming the fourth person to do so. Prosecutors say Spicer agreed to accept cash, campaign services, and a ski vacation from lobbyist Jarrod Massey in return for using his influence to get companies and organizations to hire Massey as their lobbyist.  Court documents also say Spicer agreed to accept campaign contributions and concert tickets from Country Crossing casino owner Ronnie Gilley in return for supporting Gilley's efforts to develop a casino in Dothan. 

 

Spicer lost his re-election campaign in 2010.  He also served as Elba's school superintendent while serving in the Legislature and has continued in the post.

 

Gilley and Massey, who lobbied for Gilley, pleaded guilty earlier, along with another of Gilley's lobbyists, Jennifer Pouncy.  During a trial of nine other defendants in the gambling case this summer, Massey testified he paid Spicer $1,000 to $2,000 per month in cash for about seven years to help him line up lobbying clients and gave him $9,000 for a boat.  Gilley testified he gave Spicer $20,000 in campaign contributions for supporting pro-gambling legislation designed to help Country Crossing.  Gilley also testified Spicer asked him for a $100,000-a-year consulting job in 2008 when Country Crossing was in the planning stages, but he declined. 

 
Guilty Pleas Mark End of Alaska Corruption Investigation
Alaska  -  Fairbanks Daily News-Miner  -  Published 10/21/2011

Two former state lawmakers pleaded guilty to federal corruption charges, marking an end to what the U.S. attorney called the largest and most successful corruption investigation ever in Alaska.  Pete Kott, a former House speaker, pleaded guilty to bribery concerning programs that receive federal funds.  Former Rep. Vic Kohring pleaded guilty to conspiracy to commit bribery concerning programs that receive federal funds.  The charges stem from maneuverings surrounding a 2006 oil tax vote in the state Legislature, and the pleas came under terms of agreements reached with prosecutors.

 

U.S. District Court Judge Ralph Beistline sentenced each to time served, along with a period of supervised release.  Kott was also fined $10,000.  Kohring did not have the financial resources to pay a fine, said prosecutors.  The two were convicted on corruption charges in 2007 after being caught in a wide-ranging probe of political corruption that also ensnared then-U.S. Sen. Ted Stevens, who was killed last year in a plane crash.

 

Prosecutors won several convictions in connection with the investigation.  But questions surrounded the government's handling of cases after Stevens' conviction in 2008 of lying on financial disclosure forms about gifts, an outcome that ended his political career.  A judge later threw out the case finding prosecutors had withheld evidence at trial.

 

Kott's plea agreement says he solicited and accepted $7,993 from Bill Allen, then-chief executive officer of the oil services company Veco, in the form of a false invoice and phony payment to Kott's flooring business.  It also says he solicited a job from Allen and got $1,000 in cash from him.  Kott served about 17 months of an original six-year sentence following his 2007 conviction. 

 

Kohring served about a year of a three-and-one-half year sentence.  He acknowledged taking $1,000 from Allen that he said Allen described as a gift.  But Kohring said he knew, based on past conversations with another Veco official and the importance of the tax vote to Allen and Veco, that Allen "was intending to influence my votes and other official actions in the Alaska State Legislature."  Kohring also acknowledged asking for and receiving $17,000 from Allen for personal credit card debt.

 

Allen was the government's star witness in the trials of Stevens, Kott, and Kohring.  Allen was convicted of bribery and related tax charges.  U.S. Attorney Karen Loeffler said there have been 10 convictions stemming from the federal investigation, with six of those convicted now-former state lawmakers. 

 

"I think we have a better government today, where deals are not made in the backroom of a hotel, hidden from the view of citizens," said Loeffler.  "It's important that government be fair, open and honest.  We're not a third-world country.  We're the United States of America, and we will prosecute these cases and pursue them wherever and whenever necessary to support the citizens and what people expect here."

State Lobby Spending on Pace to Set Records
California  -  California Watch  -  Published 11/3/2011

Lobbying spending in Sacramento already is on pace to reach new highs this legislative session, according to third-quarter totals released by the California secretary of state's office.  

Interest groups last quarter spent more than $72 million lobbying state government, a dip from the $77 million they spent during the previous quarter but still enough to push lobby spending to a record high by this point in the legislative session.  During the first three quarters of this session, which began in January, groups have spent nearly $216 million on lobbying.  That is a five percent jump over the first three quarters of the 2009-2010 session.

 

Gov. Jerry Brown's first year in office has been a busy one for lobbyists.  Hundreds of groups registered to fight over their piece of the state's declining budget, and Brown's proposal to eliminate redevelopment agencies was among the most-lobbied issues of the year.  Many of the state’s other most-lobbied issues drew millions of dollars in spending from wealthy interests that were fighting for or against them, including legislation that would give the state more authority to regulate insurance rates and several labor and employment issues.

 
Idaho Senator to Return Mileage Money
Idaho  -  Desert News  -  Published 10/16/2011

Idaho Sen. Curt McKenzie must return at least $2,402 to the state after he was inappropriately reimbursed for daily mileage between the Capitol and his Nampa home because he said he was spending nights during the legislative session sleeping on a couch in his Boise office.  McKenzie must repay the money for 2010 and 2011 sessions.

 

The Associated Press (AP) discovered the errors while reporting on a story about how McKenzie and Sen. John McGee billed taxpayers $122 per day for a second residence during the Legislature.  McKenzie told the AP he was sleeping on his law office couch, while McGee acknowledged he was staying at his parents' home in Boise.  That amounted to more than $6,400 in extra pay apiece during the 2011 session. 

 

McKenzie said he was not aware he was also getting the mileage reimbursement and never asked for the money.  "I did not realize that I was getting that in addition to the housing allowance," said McKenzie.  "I didn't realize they'd been sending both.  That was missed by staff, as well.  I will reimburse [$2,402], as well as [additional money] if there were prior years."

Lally, DiMasi Conspirator Who Cooperated with Prosecutors, Sentenced to 18 Months
Massachusetts  -  Boston Globe  -  Published 10/19/2011

Joseph Lally, Jr. was sentenced to 18 months in prison for his role in a corruption scheme that led to the downfall of former Massachusetts House Speaker Salvatore DiMasi.  Lally received a significant break from sentencing guidelines for his decision to plead guilty and testify against his fellow co-defendants, including DiMasi.  "I knew it was wrong and I did a lot of harm to people," Lally said during his sentencing hearing.

 

U.S. District Court Judge Mark Wolf said if Lally had not cooperated, he would have sentenced him to the same seven years another co-conspirator in the case received.  Wolf also ordered Lally to serve 36 months of supervised release and to pay a $50,000 fine.

 

Prosecutors cited Lally's cooperation and his help in securing the conviction of DiMasi and a co-defendant in recommending a sentence of two years and four months in prison.  

Lally agreed to cooperate with authorities in February, less than three months before he, DiMasi, and two co-defendants were set to go to trial on charges they steered two state contracts toward a software company Lally was working for in exchange for kickbacks to DiMasi and his cohorts. DiMasi and co-defendant Richard McDonough were convicted in June.  DiMasi was sentenced to eight years in prison, and McDonough was sentenced to seven years. 
Arberry Pleads Guilty in Campaign Contributions Case
Nevada  -  Las Vegas Review-Journal  -  Published 10/18/2011

Morse Arberry, a longtime Nevada lawmaker-turned-lobbyist, pleaded guilty in a criminal case alleging he failed to report $121,545 in campaign contributions.   As part of an agreement with the state attorney general's office, Arberry pleaded guilty to a misdemeanor charge of fraudulent appropriation of property and received a six-month suspended sentence.  Las Vegas Justice of the Peace Diana Sullivan also fined the former lawmaker $1,000 and ordered him to pay the $121,545 in restitution to the attorney general's office.

 

In court, defense lawyer Mark Bailus told Sullivan that Arberry, once one of the most powerful people at the Nevada Legislature, is now unemployed.  Arberry, however, agreed to pay a minimum of $100 a month toward the restitution over the next year while Sullivan keeps open the criminal case.   He also agreed to sign a civil confession of judgment promising to pay the remaining portion of the $121,545.  In return for his plea, six felony counts against Arberry were dismissed.

  

Arberry, who served 25 years in the Assembly, including time as chairperson of the influential Ways and Means Committee, was charged in June.  The complaint accused Arberry, who left the Assembly in August 2010, of depositing checks made out to his campaign into a personal checking account and not reporting the contributions on disclosure reports. 

  

Arberry resigned from the Legislature last year, months before the conclusion of his final term, to take a job as a lobbyist for Clark County judges.  The county commission voted against authorizing the lobbying contract, with opponents saying Arberry did not put in a long enough waiting period between his time as a legislator and his attempt to become a lobbyist.  Arberry later became a registered lobbyist and represented Frias Holding Co., a Las Vegas taxicab company, during this year's legislative session.

Corruption Trial Opens
New York  -  Wall Street Journal  -  Published 11/1/2011

A federal prosecutor characterized a New York Assembly member as "a politician on the take" in the opening remarks of a trial on charges the politician took bribes from a hospital executive in exchange for political favors.  "[William Boyland, Jr.] did no meaningful hospital work, but the hospital got something for its money," Assistant U.S. Attorney William Harrington told jurors.  "What the hospital got was a paid advocate in Albany, a politician on the take."

 

But defense attorneys for Boyland said all of the money he received from Medisys Health Networks was paid for legitimate consulting fees for actual work.  They denied characterizations the company's chief executive officer, David Rosen, who has already been convicted of bribing Boyland, had a secret agreement to pay the assemblyperson in exchange for political favors.

Boyland is accused of conspiracy and accepting $175,000 from Rosen's businesses over several years.  He was arrested after a wide-ranging federal corruption probe that also ensnared state Sen. Carl Kruger and Rosen.  Kruger was indicted and has pleaded not guilty to accepting bribes from Rosen to help him gain control of two bankrupt hospitals.  He is awaiting trial.  Boyland faces a maximum of 20 years in prison if convicted on one conspiracy count and 5 years on the other, although under federal advisory sentencing guidelines he is likely to face some shorter sentence. Under the law, he would also lose his legislative seat if convicted.
Latino Caucus Raises Cash – and Eyebrows
Texas  -  San Antonio Express-News  -  Published 11/2/2011

By any standard, the Mexican American Legislative Caucus' (MALC) Somos Texas inaugural gala was an extravagant affair.  A San Antonio Express-News analysis showed MALC spent more than $101,000 last February to hold the gala, which offered individuals and corporations the opportunity to entertain Texas lawmakers in the midst of the legislative session.  It spent more than $30,000 to rent Austin's recently renovated Music Hall for the event; more than $25,000 for a performance from Grammy-award winning group Ozomatli; almost $16,000 on lighting and sound; and more than $5,000 on rooms at the InterContinental Stephen F. Austin hotel.

 

The Austin political establishment paid attention.  MALC tweeted that more than 80 “electeds” and 450 “guests” had agreed to attend the gala.  Lawmakers mingle regularly with lobbyists and donors at such fundraisers.  But some who attended the Somos Texas event bought their tickets after the state ban on campaign contributions kicked in.  The prohibition is in effect while the Legislature is in session. Watchdogs question whether those ticket sales, which MALC did not report, were legal.   They say the gala also raises concerns about the effectiveness of laws designed to reduce the influence of lobbyists.

 

"There's no doubt that these major donors . . . have interests before these politicians and this is just another way to, perhaps, circumvent the details of the law that restricts them from giving to politicians at critical times, and that is during the legislative session," said Texans for Public Justice Director Craig McDonald.

 

In a written statement, MALC's chairperson, state Rep. Trey Martinez Fischer, accused The Express-News of having "cherry-picked" MALC's expense reports.  The gala provides the priciest example of the fundraising prowess of Fischer, a lawyer who transformed MALC from a utility player into a political force in the Texas House with a key role in the state's redistricting legal drama, and a window into how MALC spends its money.

 

To avoid problems with the contributions ban, MALC, which is Texas' oldest and largest Latino caucus, began fundraising for the gala before the prohibition became effective on December 11, a month before the session began.  If an individual or organization gave more than $5,000, it received a table at the gala. That price was reduced to as low as $3,000 if the organization had donated to MALC at its November golf tournament.  After the ban took effect, the organization sold tickets at what it called the fair market price of $250.
 

To McDonald, the ticket sales were campaign contributions by another name and were prohibited.  "That's a contribution to the caucus and, therefore, it was prohibited during that time," said McDonald. "Not only was it reportable, it was illegal."
Fundraising ban may propel lawmaker resignations 
Utah - The Salt Lake Tribune - Published 11/9/2011 
Lt. Gov. Greg Bell cautioned lawmakers Wednesday that they cannot raise money during the legislative session for any political campaign, including congressional or county races, forcing some state lawmakers to contemplate leaving the Legislature to run for office.  
Bell said his office received several inquiries from legislators asking whether a state law prohibiting campaign contributions to legislators during the 45-day legislative session beginning in January would also prevent them from raising money if they were running for any other offices.

“Our office interprets this prohibition to apply to contributions to any campaign for any office for which a legislator may be a candidate,” Bell wrote.  “A legislator is always a legislator, regardless of any other office for which he or she may be campaigning.”

State Sen. Dan Liljenquist, who is exploring a challenge to U.S. Sen. Orrin Hatch, said he agrees with Bell’s interpretation.  “You should not be raising campaign funds when you are actively participating in legislation,” he said. “Should I make the decision to get into the race, fundraising will be very important and it will be difficult to do both, so I will have to make a choice: Do I fundraise or do I serve?”

Mark Thomas, Bell’s deputy chief of staff, said the office consulted with the Attorney General’s Office and the Office of Legislative Research and General Counsel and they agreed with the interpretation.  Thomas said the Attorney General’s Office noted that in some states the courts have ruled that candidates for federal offices are governed by federal campaign laws and can’t be restricted by the state. 
Legislators aren’t the only ones bound by the prohibition.  Gov. Gary Herbert has scheduled his annual fundraising gala for Friday because, his campaign manager said, the fundraising ban covers the governor through the session and during the 20 days after the session when he is signing or vetoing legislation.
Nine Years Later, Last Caucus Scandal Defendant Pleads Guilty to Misconduct
Wisconsin  -  Wisconsin State Journal  -  Published 10/28/2011

Nine years after criminal charges against her were originally filed, a former aide to onetime Wisconsin Assembly Speaker Scott Jensen pleaded guilty to misconduct in office and has been placed in a deferred prosecution program. Sherry Schultz, who was hired as a fundraiser on the public payroll to solicit campaign donations for candidates, became the last defendant to settle a case linked to the caucus scandal.

 

Schultz was originally convicted on the felony misconduct charge in 2006 at the same trial in Dane County Circuit Court in which Jensen was convicted of three counts of misconduct in office and a misdemeanor ethics violation. But along with Jensen's convictions, Schultz's was thrown out by a state appeals court in 2007 over an improper jury instruction.  Schultz was scheduled to be re-tried on the misconduct charge in November, but instead pleaded guilty to the charge at a hastily convened hearing.
In December, Jensen pleaded no contest to a forfeiture charge in Waukesha County Circuit Court, where his case had been moved, and the felony charges against him were dismissed.  He remains convicted of the misdemeanor ethics violation.
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ARKANSAS -- The Arkansas Public Law Center has filed a lawsuit against two legislators, the state auditor, the treasurer and officials of the House and Senate who disburse expense payments for legislators, claiming that the practice of accepting reimbursement for undocumented mileage and office expenses violates the state constitution.  Arkansasnews.com, Sept. 26, 2011.

http://arkansasnews.com/tag/arkansas-public-law-center/
HAWAII -- The Ethics Commission is investigating “missing” lobbyist gifts to legislators, leading to feelings of aggravation among some members.  Hawaii Reporter, Oct. 12, 2011. 
http://www.hawaiireporter.com/ethics-inquiry-angers-maui-legislator/123
MARYLAND -- Testimony continues in the trial of a state senator who was charged in U.S. District Court of using a consulting contract with a grocery chain to mask an extortion scheme, whereby he allegedly accepted $245,000 over five years In exchange for legislative favors.  The senator failed to list the job on disclosure forms.  Associated Press, Oct. 31, 2011. http://www.wjla.com/articles/2011/10/two-employees-testify-their-company-paid-currie-68559.html
NEW YORK -- COMMENTARY:  Many questions linger about state ethics panel.  “New York government, elected and otherwise, currently lacks a watchdog to monitor ethical conduct.”  Times Union,  Oct.  17, 2011.  http://www.timesunion.com/local/article/LeBrun-Many-questions-linger-about-state-ethics-2220733.php
WASHINGTON -- The Legislative Ethics Board has dismissed claims that a legislator who created and ran a nonprofit violated state ethics laws, including receiving illegal gifts and receiving donations from lobbyists.  In its ruling, the Board warned the legislator that the nonprofit could raise “ethical concerns” and conflict of interest issues in the future.  The legislator was also accused of using state resources to run the organization, but the Board determined the issue was not germane to the investigation.
Herald.net, Sept. 19, 2011.  www.heraldnet.com/article/20110919/BLOG13/110919687/-1/news01  

WASHINGTON, D.C. -- The District’s Council is reviewing and debating many ethics reform proposals.  At a recent committee meeting, members heard from 30 entities during seven hours of testimony, where they listened to proposals for an ethics commission, public campaign financing, more aggressive disclosure provisions and penalties, and suspension of certain legislative privileges for any council member indicted for a felony.  The committee’s chair plans to use a “transformative approach” with respect to ethics reform, and is considering splitting the current Board of Elections and Ethics into two separate entities.  Opponents of this plan argued that such a move would dilute already scarce resources for the board.  The full Council could vote on a plan as early as November or as late as the beginning of the new year. DCist.com, Oct. 27, 2011.
http://dcist.com/2011/10/dc_council_debates_ethics_proposals.php
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