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Businesses and organizations are on track to set a new lobbying spending record in Kentucky.  In the first eight months of 2012, over $13.2 million was spent on lobbying the Kentucky General Assembly.  With several months left in the year, lobbying spending will likely eclipse the $16.9 million spending record set in 2008.

Employers and lobbyists spent about $4.4 million in the most recent reporting period.  The top spending employers for that four-month period are: Kentucky Chamber of Commerce ($95,906); Altria Client Services ($90,967); Kentucky Medical Association ($57,271); CSX Corporation ($47,416); Houchens Industries ($44,000); EQT Corporation ($40,160); AmeriHealth Mercy ($40,134); Hewlett-Packard Co. ($40,000); Kentucky Farm Bureau Federation ($39,780); Kentucky Justice Association ($36,341); Peabody Energy ($36,134); Churchill Downs ($35,160); Kentucky School Boards Insurance Trust ($33,333); Humana ($32,132); Amgen ($30,976); Citigroup Management ($30,134); and National Tobacco Co. ($30,000).

In the first four months of this year, lobbyists and their employers spent more money lobbying in the 2012 General Assembly session than in any legislative session in Kentucky history.  Session spending of $8.8 million included over $7.5 million for compensation paid to lobbyists by the businesses and organizations which employ them.

There are 630 employers and 586 lobbyists registered with the Legislative Ethics Commission.  A listing of registered employers, lobbyists, and lobbying spending is available at the “View Reports” link on the Ethics Commission’s website: http://klec.ky.gov/reports/
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A large number of employers and lobbyists joined forces to sponsor “Kentucky Night” at two legislative conferences held this summer.  Employers and lobbyists are required to report the amounts spent on events to which legislators are invited.

At the National Conference of State Legislatures Legislative Summit in Chicago, 84 employers and 23 lobbyists contributed to Kentucky Night, with a total of about $15,000 spent on the event at Skydeck Chicago.  Skydeck has entertainment space on the 99th floor of Willis Tower (formerly Sears Tower), a 110-story office building in downtown Chicago.

The Southern Legislative Conference Annual Meeting in Charleston, West Virginia included Kentucky Night at The Clay Center for the Arts and Sciences of West Virginia, at which 85 employers and 20 lobbyists spent about $3,500. 


Among the employers who contributed to both events are:  Alliance Coal; Altria Client Services; American Pharmacy Services Corp.; Anheuser-Busch; Associated General Contractors of Kentucky; AT&T; Children’s Alliance; Churchill Downs; Coal Operators & Associates; Columbia Gas; Commerce Lexington; Community Financial Services Assn.; Coventry Health Care; Duke Energy; EQT Corp.; Ford Motor Co.; General Electric; Home Builders Assn. of Kentucky; Humana; Kentuckians for Better Transportation; KentuckyOne Health; Key Assets Kentucky; KVC Health Systems, Inc.; Kentucky Assn. of Counties; Kentucky Assn. of Electric Cooperatives; Kentucky Assn. of Health Care Facilities; Kentucky Assn. of Health Plans; Kentucky Assn. of Highway Contractors; Kentucky Cable Telecommunications Assn.; Kentucky Chamber of Commerce; Kentucky Coal Assn.; Kentucky County Attorneys Assn.; Kentucky County Judge/Executive Assn.; Kentucky Distillers Assn.; Kentucky Employers Mutual Insurance; Kentucky Farm Bureau Mutual Insurance Co.; Kentucky League of Cities; Kentucky Malt Beverage Council; Kentucky Optometric Assn.; Kentucky Power; Kentucky Retail Federation; Kentucky School Boards Assn.; Kentucky Telecom Assn.; Kentucky Thoroughbred Assn.; LG&E and KU Energy LLC; Necco; Norton Healthcare; Pfizer; Plantmix Asphalt Industry of Kentucky; Western Kentucky Coal Assn.; Windstream Communications; Wine & Spirits Wholesalers of Kentucky; and Yum! Brands, Inc. 
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Two employers recently registered and began lobbying:  Apria Healthcare Group, which provides home healthcare products and services; and Build Our New Bridge Now, a business and government coalition supporting construction of a new bridge connecting Cincinnati and Northern Kentucky.

The following employers terminated their registrations and are no longer lobbying in Kentucky: 21st Century Parks, a Louisville non-profit that operates Parklands of Floyds Fork, a 4,000-acre parks system;  American Cancer Society-Mid-South Division;  Beechwood Independent School District;  Financial Industry Regulatory Authority, a non-governmental regulator of securities firms;  I Drive Safely, which offers online traffic school;  Johnson Controls, which manufactures automotive batteries;  Kentucky Association for Marriage and Family Therapists;  Louisville Free Public Library Foundation; Louisville Galleria, a Louisville entertainment and retail center;  Mallinckrodt LLC, the pharmaceuticals business of Covidien, a Massachusetts-based healthcare products company;  Maryhurst, a Louisville non-profit which serves at-risk children and teens with its residential treatment program for teenage girls;  Managed Care of North America (MCNA) Dental Plans, which provides services to state agencies and managed care organizations for Medicaid, Medicare, and Children’s Health Insurance Program (CHIP) members;  Sanofi Aventis, a pharmaceutical company based in Paris, France;  Springleaf Finance Management, an Indiana-based company that provides loans and retail financing;  State Auto Insurance Companies, an Ohio-based insurance company;  Ther-Rx Corp., which develops healthcare products for women; and UBS Securities, a Swiss bank and financial services company.
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The following employers have not filed spending reports which were due by September 17:  The Catfish Institute; Chiropractic Public Relations Committee; Fayette County Education Association; Home Builders of Northern Kentucky; Jefferson County Teachers Association; Kentucky Aluminum Network; Kentucky Tax Bill Servicing, Inc.; Kentucky Tax Lien Purchasers Association; and Real Food WatchClub, LLC.
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Seek and ye shall find, right?  Well, in the case of Google and K Street, we can bring the axiom into the 21st century:  Search and ye shall find members of Congress.


That's essentially what the search giant and the American Coalition for Clean Coal Electricity (ACCCE) did when they worked together on a recent lobbying effort that married Google technology with ACCCE's social media network.  ACCCE is a partnership of the industries involved in producing electricity from coal.

Google brought what it calls its click-to-call technology to the table.  ACCCE brought its 241,000 Facebook likes and what resulted, according to ACCCE's senior VP for communications Evan Tracey, was a grass-roots lobbying campaign that generated 3,000 phone calls to senators. 


That kind of response to a campaign, Tracey said, produced a quarter of ACCCE's total advocacy on the effort, but for a fraction of the cost of traditional advocacy tools like TV ads and letter-writing campaigns. 


"I think it's a phenomenal tool. It's an advanced look into where things are going," Tracey said. 


Here's how it works: Say you're interested in a Senate measure on Environmental Protection Agency regulations affecting the coal industry, which, by the way, was just the kind of person ACCCE was targeting with these ads.  On your mobile device, you Google specific keywords, like the bill's name, for instance, and along with the search results, Google serves up an ad with a link for you to click, directing you to a call center.  From there, you're patched through to your senator. 


"ACCCE's campaign to do this is groundbreaking because they're the first to use click-to-call advertising to connect Americans with their senators," said Rob Saliterman, Google's head of political ads. 


ACCCE went a step further than to rely solely on search to lead interested people to its advocacy campaign, blasting the ads out via its social media pages. 


The union between search, social media and advocacy is just the next progression in technology in the lobbying business, said Tracey, who added that he remembers when faxes were the "it" platform.


ACCCE members include Alliance Resource Partners; Alpha Natural Resources; CSX; LG&E and KU Energy; Norfolk Southern; and Peabody Energy.
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‘People Power’ May Lead To Low-Wattage Event
Federal  -  Roll Call  -  September 3, 2012


In setting out to pay for a $37 million "people's convention" with low-dollar citizen donations instead of big corporate checks, Democrats have either embarked on a fool's errand, a bold experiment, or both.  Convention organizers drew few accolades and much skepticism when they announced last year they would accept no contributions from lobbyists, corporations, PACs, or donors giving more than $100,000.  The ban rang especially hollow when reports surfaced that Bank of America, Duke Energy, and Wells Fargo donated to a nonprofit civic league that is paying for overhead and promoting the city of Charlotte.

  


The most immediate effect has been to make it painfully difficult for the Democratic National Committee (DNC) and its affiliated host organization, Charlotte in 2012, to squeeze the needed millions from a shrunken pool of donors.  In the fundraising pecking order, the convention ranks as a poor stepchild to the presidential race and the DNC.

  


That being said, prominent officials are still rounding up checks from deep-pocketed corporate donors.  As in past years, big money is underwriting events in Charlotte, thanks to a complicated fundraising apparatus that relies on unrestricted nonprofits to do some of the heavy lifting.  The definition of "convention" has also proved somewhat fluid, with such events as a kickoff street festival and a lavish welcome party for the news media falling outside the definition of what constitutes an official event.

 


As at the Republican National Convention in Tampa, the money comes from several pots.  Both cities received a $50 million federal grant to cover security costs.  The Democrats and Republicans also received about $18 million each in public money, paid for by the voluntary three-dollar tax return check-off that underwrites the federal election financing system.  The bulk of the money, however, is private.

 


Not surprisingly, there are exceptions to the ostensibly tight rules. First, in-kind corporate donations are permitted.  Second, a 501(c)6 civic league known as New American City, Inc. faces no limits and is paying for all of the host committee's overhead costs, including staff salaries and insurance.  New American City's ostensible role is to promote Charlotte, not to pay for official convention costs. 

 


The group has accepted donations from Bank of America, Duke Energy, Wells Fargo, and other corporate backers that are prominent in Charlotte.  Bank of America and Duke Energy are headquartered in Charlotte, and Wells Fargo has its East Coast headquarters there.  All three have giant corporate offices within a few blocks of the convention site.

Abramoff: Lobbyist money 'well spent' at Convention
Federal  -  ABC News -  August 27, 2012


Former lobbyist Jack Abramoff, who served 43 months on fraud, bribery, and tax evasion charges, traveled to the Republican National Convention seeking redemption through honesty.  In the process, he is helping pull back the shroud on what really occurs in the bars and back rooms of the nation's lavish political conventions. "Virtually every interaction that a lobbyist has with a congressman is money well spent, from the lobbyist's point of view," Abramoff told ABC News.


On the first day of the convention, a top Washington, D.C. lobbying firm rented out the Tampa Art Museum for an elegant reception behind a heavily fortified security perimeter.  Donors willing to pay up to $25,000 to help U.S. Senate candidates were treated to a concert with big-name bands that included the Commodores.  The cost was underwritten by major corporations that have extensive needs from Congress, including AT&T, AFLAC, and Blue Cross Blue Shield. 

 


This, Abramoff said, is where the real work of the convention occurs.  And nowadays, he considers it an ugly business.

 


"If you're conveying something of value to a public servant, a tee time [on the golf course], a meal, a fundraising check … what is that, other than a bribe?" said Abramoff.  "In Washington, it's impolite to say this, and I've been attacked vociferously for saying this, and I used to participate in it.  But the truth is, it wasn't fine when I was doing it, and it's not fine now."

 


Abramoff’s conviction in 2006 was the conclusion of one of the biggest scandals to hit Washington since Watergate.  It revealed he had used expensive meals, golf, and luxury vacations to try to co-opt the support of key members of Congress.  It’s been nearly two years since Abramoff was released from federal prison.  Today, he is a chastened man, crusading against the practices he had used to gain access to the most powerful people in Washington.

 


Abramoff still needed permission from a parole officer to leave Maryland.  His mission in Tampa was to explain to the public what is really taking place on the party yachts and in the cigar lounges outside the convention hall.

 


"Lobbyists and special interests aren't going to be spending their money to promote and support events like this out of altruism and the goodness of their heart," said Abramoff.  "They're doing it because they have an agenda.  They may be good agendas, by the way, but they're still agendas that are fed by an improper use of financial resources in a way that tilts it away from members deciding things only on their merits."

Ex-Fiesta Bowl Lobbyist Takes Plea Deal in Probe
Arizona  -  Arizona Republic  -  September 10, 2012


A former Fiesta Bowl lobbyist has entered a plea deal with the Arizona attorney general's office, admitting he did not disclose costs incurred while currying favor with lawmakers on behalf of the bowl.  John MacDonald agreed to plead guilty to one count of failure to report principal expenditures, a Class 1 misdemeanor, stemming from a 2008 trip that sent nine legislators to Boston.  MacDonald agreed to pay a fine of up to $4,600 and assist the state in its investigation of the bowl's past lobbying and political activities.

 


In his plea agreement, MacDonald admitted committing the crime as part of his work with Husk Partners and Gary Husk, the lobbying firm's owner.  Husk Partners lobbied on behalf of the Fiesta Bowl from March 2000 to January 2011, show state records.  Husk's Phoenix office was raided by the state attorney general's office and the FBI in January 2012. Current and former Fiesta Bowl employees have alleged Husk was involved in a scheme in which employees were reimbursed with bowl funds for making campaign contributions.
 


MacDonald is the first lobbyist to plead guilty in the scandal, although an assistant attorney general recommended similar charges last year against another Fiesta Bowl lobbyist and a lobbying firm.  MacDonald joins six current or former Fiesta Bowl employees, including former Chief Executive Officer John Junker, who have pleaded guilty to state or federal crimes stemming from bowl investigations.  All except MacDonald were charged with involvement in the scheme in which bowl employees were reimbursed for making political donations, which is illegal.

 


The Arizona Republic first reported the Fiesta Bowl campaign contribution scheme in 2009, and the bowl's independent investigation released in 2011 confirmed the newspaper's findings.  It also disclosed additional details of widespread financial irregularities and questionable trips furnished to legislators. 

 


During the past decade, the Fiesta Bowl took lawmakers on expensive out-of-state trips in an effort to get them to consider or pass legislation that benefited the college-football postseason game.  MacDonald, according to the plea agreement, admitted falsely signing a "Principal Annual Report of Lobbying Expenditures" in 2009 as a bowl lobbyist.

 


Under Arizona law, benefits paid to or on behalf of individual lawmakers must be reported by identifying the recipients and the amounts spent on each. Lobbyists do not have to identify individual lawmakers by name when an entire legislative body or the whole assembly is invited to what the law calls a "special event."  The attorney general's office said MacDonald reported expenses benefiting the nine lawmakers who went on the Boston trip as "special event" expenses that did not need to be itemized, when in fact they were not. The nine legislators were not members of any one committee, and the entire Legislature had not been invited to Boston.

GBI Begins Criminal Investigation of Balfour
Georgia  -  Atlanta Journal-Constitution  -  September 11, 2012


The Georgia Bureau of Investigation (GBI) has launched a criminal investigation of state Sen. Don Balfour for filing false expense reports, confirmed state law enforcement officials.  The GBI's involvement marks the first criminal investigation of a state senator since 2005, when former Sen. Charles Walker was convicted in federal court on 127 counts including mail fraud, tax evasion, and conspiracy.  Balfour, chairperson of the Senate's powerful Rules Committee, has repeatedly said he inadvertently made mistakes on expense reports going back to at least 2009. 

 


Balfour's attorney, Robert Highsmith, noted Balfour agreed to penalties he felt should end the matter.  The Senate Ethics Committee fined Balfour $5,000 for filing inaccurate travel reports to claim expenses.  He was also told to repay about $350 to the state for the lapses.

 


The GBI does not have a deadline to finish its probe of Balfour, which it began at the request of Georgia Attorney General Sam Olens, said GBI spokesperson John Bankhead.  Penalties in state law for willfully falsifying legislative expense reports include a fine up to $1,000 and as much as five years in jail. 

 


The Ethics Committee fines, which were handed down by a group of Balfour's colleagues, angered watchdogs, who likened them to a slap on the wrist.  State Sen. Josh McKoon, who cast the committee’s lone negative vote to the settlement agreement, requested an investigation by Olens.

 


McKoon's request cited the case of former state Sen. Roscoe Dean, who was censured by the Senate in 1976 for misusing state expense accounts, including claiming trips to Atlanta from his home in Jesup while authorities said he was on a trip to the Bahamas.  Authorities prosecuted Dean on theft charges, although the case ended in a mistrial.  

  


Balfour was accused of billing the state for mileage while out of town on lobbyist-funded trips, and for failing to create a subcommittee to audit all senators’ reimbursement vouchers.  Balfour, who had acknowledged mistakes in filing reimbursement claims, in March returned nearly $800 to the state based on a couple of instances. 

 


Balfour then amended other reports after an analysis by The Atlanta Journal-Constitution found eight additional instances where Balfour claimed reimbursement on days lobbyists reported buying him meals or lodging in other cities.  The investigation was cheered by groups advocating for ethics reform in the Legislature.
 
Former House Leader Registers as Lobbyist
Missouri  -  St. Louis Post-Dispatch  -  August 30, 2012


Former Missouri House Speaker Steve Tilley has set up his lobbying business and signed up his first clients. Tilley, who resigned his House seat about one month ago, registered with the Missouri Ethics Commission as a lobbyist for Fred Weber, Inc., a major builder of roads and bridges, and Supermarket Merchandising, a St. Louis firm.

Tilley led a majority in the House and was considered a shoo-in for the nomination for lieutenant governor before he suddenly dropped his bid for statewide office last fall.  He would have been term-limited out of the House in January 2013 after serving eight years.  Instead, he resigned his seat on August 13 – five months early – to set up a political consulting business.


Unlike many states, Missouri does not impose a waiting period for former legislators who become lobbyists.  In registering with the Ethics Commission, Tilley listed his new firm as Strategic Capitol Consulting. Tilley's political ally, former state Rep. Tom Burcham, filed papers with the secretary of state's office in May to set up the firm.

 


Tilley's registration says he plans to lobby his former colleagues in the General Assembly as well as the executive branch.  Under state law, lobbyists must register a list of their clients within five days of beginning lobbying.

Sen. Council Fined $500 for Abuse of Public Records
Nebraska  -  Lincoln Journal Star  -  September 18, 2012


Nebraska Sen. Brenda Council pleaded guilty and was fined $500 for using campaign funds to gamble at casinos without reporting the expenditures or deposits on her campaign finance reports. 

 


Council told the judge she had apologized to her family and friends and the state for using campaign funds to gamble at the Sac & Fox casino in Kansas.  Standing in front of the courthouse after her appearance, Council repeated she had admitted her gambling problem.

 


"It caused me to commit a grave error in judgment," said Council.  "… We all fall down, and what I'm doing right now is getting back up."

 


Prosecutors said Council filed campaign reports that concealed her misuse of more than $60,000 in donations at casinos.  State Attorney General Jon Bruning said bank records and casino security videos showed Council withdrew a total of $63,052 at casinos on several occasions and then deposited $36,166 in cash back into the campaign fund.  Council has agreed to repay the $27,000 shortfall.

 


Council is running against her predecessor, Ernie Chambers, who was the longest-serving member of the Nebraska Legislature.  A write-in candidate, Susan Smith, also is seeking the seat. Smith said it would be appropriate for Council to withdraw from the race.  State law does not prohibit her from running with misdemeanor convictions.

 


If Council returns to the Legislature, senators could address the issue in the next session by voting on whether to expel her.  It would take a two-thirds vote of all members elected to the Legislature to do that.

Lawmaker Is Censured Over Sexual Harassment
New York  -  New York Times  -  August 24, 2012


New York Assemblyperson Vito Lopez was abruptly stripped of his committee chairmanship and censured after he was accused of sexually harassing two women who worked in his district office this summer.  Lopez has served in the Assembly since 1984.  But now, he faces what had once been unimaginable: widespread calls for his resignation after charges that he verbally harassed, groped, and kissed the women without their consent. 

 


Assembly Speaker Sheldon Silver, who has in the past been criticized for mishandling sexual misconduct claims against lawmakers, surprised the local political world with a sharply worded rebuke of Lopez, who had been an ally.  

Silver not only removed Lopez as chair of the Housing Committee, but reduced the size of his staff, barred him from employing interns or anyone under the age of 21, and denied him any perquisites he had accrued based on his seniority.

Silver said he decided to censure Lopez after the Assembly’s ethics committee ruled unanimously that claims that Lopez had verbally and physically harassed the employees were credible.  Lopez engaged in "pervasive unwelcome verbal conduct" from early June until the time the complaints of sexual harassment were made in mid-July, said the ethics panel.  This included repeated comments about the women's physical appearance, their attire, and their private relationships.  The conduct also escalated over time, according to the findings.

 


The complainants also said Lopez forced his victims to write to him, talking about how they loved their jobs and cared about him.  He then criticized them for "being insufficiently effusive," said the committee.

 


The Assembly has faced a string of sexual harassment allegations in recent years, and for Silver it is a particularly sensitive topic.  In 2003, he faced accusations he did not respond aggressively to rape allegations against a former top Assembly aide, J. Michael Boxley, who pleaded guilty that year to sexual misconduct. Two years earlier, an Assembly employee had brought a complaint of sexual assault against Boxley to the leadership, but the investigation was closed without action. 

 


Since that time, the Assembly has confronted other sexual misconduct concerns.  In 2006, Assemblyperson Ryan Karben resigned amid claims he watched pornography with three interns.  In 2007, Assemblyperson Mike Cole was removed from his post as ranking member of the Assembly Committee on Alcoholism and Drug Abuse after revelations he had slept at the home of a 21-year-old female intern after a night of heavy drinking.  In 2008, former Assemblyperson Sam Hoyt, who now works for Gov. Andrew Cuomo, had an affair with a former intern. 

 
Senator Faces Charges
New York  -  Wall Street Journal  -  August 27, 2012


Sen. Shirley Huntley was charged with trying to cover up a scheme to steal nearly $30,000 from a nonprofit, in what may be the first time a New York attorney general's office probe has directly led to state charges against a sitting state lawmaker.  The arrest marks the latest scandal involving legislative earmarks known as member items.  The charges were unusual because they were not announced by federal prosecutors, but by state Attorney General Eric Schneiderman, who said he knew of no criminal cases brought by his predecessors against a Capitol politician.

 


A grand jury indicted Huntley on two felony charges – tampering with physical evidence and falsifying business records – and a misdemeanor count of conspiracy.  Huntley created paperwork, the indictment said, to cover up the theft of $29,950 by an aide, Patricia Savage, and Huntley's niece, Lynn Smith, from a nonprofit the senator founded called Parent Workshop.  Savage and Smith, the nonprofit's treasurer, were charged with theft and other counts.


According to the indictment, Huntley conspired with Savage, her legislative aide and the president of Parent Workshop, to fool investigators into thinking the nonprofit legitimately used almost $30,000 in member item money given out by the senator in 2008.  The nonprofit claimed it used the money to hold workshops for parents of school children. 


Responding to a subpoena, the group showed investigators a letter from another community group, the Southern Queens Park Association, asking Parent Workshop if it wanted to come back and host another workshop. The letter was dated 2009, before the inquiry was started.  But prosecutors say the letter was a hoax Huntley concocted after learning of the probe in 2011.  She wrote a handwritten rough draft of the letter and had it backdated to make it seem like it was authentic, said the indictment.


Prosecutors accused Savage and Smith of pocketing the member item Huntley gave the nonprofit.  The Southern Queens Park Association's president, Roger Scotland, was indicted in December in connection with writing the letter, but he is not named in the superseding indictment.

 


The grant was a member item, which once came from a pot of money lawmakers distribute to charities and civic groups with little oversight.  Member items are distributed differently now and are woven into programmatic appropriations, making them harder to track.

Stevens:  From lawmaker to lobbyist
North Carolina  -  Raleigh News & Observer  -  September 10, 2012


Hours after North Carolina Sen. Richard Stevens announced his resignation, a major Raleigh lobbying firm announced he is joining as a strategic consultant.  Stevens, a high-ranking budget writer this year, resigned effective September 7.  On September 10, the law firm Smith Anderson announced Stevens was joining its practice.  He will advise clients on economic development, state and local regulatory issues, government contracting, and state policy issues. 

 


The resignation before the end of the year, when his term formally expires, means Stevens can register as a state lobbyist in six months, a short waiting period that has come under fire from government reform proponents.  Rep. Harold Brubaker did the same earlier this summer in order to lobby at the Legislature.

Lawmaker Doesn't Show Up for Vote
Ohio  -  Columbus Dispatch  -  September 13, 2012


Ohio House Speaker William Batchelder said he was concerned about what he might have to do if Rep. Clayton Luckie, who is under criminal investigation, showed up for the House session to vote.

 


As part of an FBI investigation into statehouse corruption, authorities have been considering criminal charges against Luckie for several weeks.  Though law enforcement has declined to comment on the nature of the investigation, Batchelder said it relates to improperly converting campaign money for personal use, though he said he did not know details of the matter.

 


Batchelder said the Franklin County prosecutor and law-enforcement officials were outside the chamber door in case Luckie showed up, but Prosecutor Ron O'Brien said later he did not have anyone there because he had heard Luckie would not appear.  "My agreement with Mr. Luckie's lawyer for about six weeks is that while the matter is trying to be concluded, he would not serve on the Controlling Board or in the General Assembly," said O'Brien.

 


Luckie raised about $177,000 in his legislative career, according to filings with the secretary of state. Among those receiving the largest shares of that money were a House caucus and the Dayton Printery, which apparently printed his campaign literature.  

Luckie, who was appointed to the House in 2006, has agreed to take his name off the November ballot so a replacement can be named.  He could become the second state lawmaker this year to face ethics-related charges. 

 


Former Rep. W. Carlton Weddington reported to prison in August to begin serving a three-year sentence for multiple crimes stemming from a legislation-for-benefits FBI sting.  He pleaded guilty to one count each of bribery and election falsification, both felonies, and one misdemeanor ethics violation.  
 


Weddington was a target of FBI agents posing as businesspeople who gave the legislator all-expenses-paid trips, cash, and contributions in exchange for legislation that would make it easier for winemakers in California to sell in Ohio.

Ethics in the News from National Conference of State Legislatures
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CALIFORNIA -- An Assembly committee failed to pass a bill which would have restricted golf, skiing, hunting or fishing trips, gift cards and tickets to certain events.  The state already restricts lobbyist gift-giving, setting a $10 a month restriction.  But exemptions allow groups or individuals that hire lobbyists or lobbying firms to buy gifts totaling up to $420 a year. Sacramento Bee August 17, 2012 http://www.sacbee.com/2012/08/17/4733518/bill-to-limit-gifts-to-california.html

DELAWARE -- Lobbyists must file disclosures within five business days of contact with a relevant public official about a bill, resolution or regulation.  The time frame for registrations and financial disclosures has also been shortened and lobbyists must now file online, thanks to SB 185.  The Governor signed the legislation, along with campaign reform measures, in August.  Civsourceonline August 15, 2012 http://civsourceonline.com/2012/08/15/deleware-governor-signs-campaign-finance-reform-transparency-bills/

GEORGIA -- The Speaker of the House, who has been a strong proponent of gift disclosure laws, is now planning to convene a working group to examine a total gift ban.  In August a nonbinding referendum in the Georgia primary that asked about monetary thresholds revealed an overwhelming amount of support from both sides of the aisle. The group will meet over the next few months to create a bill for consideration in the 2013 session
Wsbtv.com August 13, 2012 http://www.wsbtv.com/news/news/local/georgia-speaker-now-pushing-lobbyist-gift-ban/nQ9mf/

IDAHO -- A former senator was sentenced to jail for a disturbing the peace charge related to charges that he sexually harassed a senate staff member, while he was still serving, during the 2012 session.   The former member was on probation for a DUI conviction.  The Spokesman-Review August 21, 2012 http://www.spokesman.com/blogs/boise/2012/aug/21/judge-sends-former-sen-mcgee-directly-jail-revokes-withheld-judgment/

MISSOURI -- Lobbyists spent over $111,000 on legislators, staff and family members in May and June.  The legislature has no limit on lobbyist gift giving. St.LouisToday.com August 4, 2012 http://www.stltoday.com/news/local/govt-and-politics/missouri-lawmakers-keep-reeling-in-gifts-from-lobbyists/article_5d1585c4-de7e-52b1-abda-371e45c6cb02.html
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