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FACTUAL SUMMARY
A state funded non-profit organization would like to invite all members of the General Assembly and their spouses to an artistic event with a reception to precede the performance sponsored by a local chamber of commerce.  Two tickets would be provided without charge to each legislator through arrangements with the production company and by using other private funds available to the organization.

QUESTION PRESENTED:
May members of the General Assembly accept tickets to an artistic event sponsored in part by a state funded non-profit organization with a reception funded by a local chamber of commerce?

DISCUSSION
KRS 6.611(2)(b)(8)(a) excludes from the definition of "anything of value," the cost of attendance, and of food and beverages consumed, at events to which all members of the Kentucky Senate or the Kentucky House of Representatives, or both, are invited.

Likewise, KRS 6.611(2)(b)(12) excludes the cost of attendance, and of food and beverages consumed, at events sponsored by or in conjunction with a civic, charitable, governmental, or community organization.
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KRS 6.821(4)(a)(2) requires the employer of a legislative agent to report all amounts spent for such receptions or events, and to list the name of the group of public servants invited.

KRS 6.821(5)(b) provides that amounts spent for these events do not count against the $100 per calendar year limit set forth in KRS 6.811(7).

OPINION

Under the provision of the Ethics Code, a legislator and spouse may accept tickets to an event and attend a reception associated with the event that is sponsored by or in conjunction with a civic, charitable, governmental organization, or to which all members of the General Assembly are invited.  This event would clearly meet the standards of the statute on legislative attendance.

However, if either the non-profit organization or the chamber of commerce employs a legislative agent, the employer is subject to the reporting requirements of KRS 6.821.

