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QUESTION PRESENTED:


May a lawyer/legislator represent a client in an action against the Division of Unemployment Insurance resulting from an unsuccessful administrative hearing at which the client was appealing the rate at which contributions are being assessed?

OPINION

Yes.  KRS 6.744(3)(d) provides that a properly licensed lawyer/legislator may represent clients in unemployment compensation proceedings.  In a case where a client disagrees with the assessed rate of contribution, the client's remedy is to file an appeal with the Kentucky Unemployment Insurance Commission.


The Kentucky Unemployment Insurance Commission holds hearings which are adversarial proceedings in which a lawyer/legislator may be properly involved by the terms of KRS 6.744(3)(b).  In the event the client disagrees with the Order of the Kentucky Unemployment Insurance Commission, the next step would be to file an action in Franklin Circuit Court, and thereafter the action would follow the normal appellate process.


KRS 6.744(4) states that a lawyer/legislator may represent a client in any court proceeding not otherwise prohibited.  In this instance, the lawyer/legislator would not be prohibited by the Kentucky Legislative Ethics Code from representing this client in the court action and any further appeals which are necessary.

