OPINION

(OLEC 93-33)

October 19, 1993

FACTUAL SUMMARY:


A chamber of commerce that engages a legislative agent encourages uncompensated members of the Chamber to testify and to be in direct communication with members of the General Assembly on a wide range of legislative issues.

QUESTION PRESENTED:


Are the members required to register as legislative agents and file registration information?

OPINION:


The Commission has addressed this issue in OLEC 93-32.  "In this situation, the members of the association have not been engaged by the association for compensation to lobby members of the General Assembly and are not therefore legislative agents of the Association.  Unless an individual member of the association has been engaged by an employer through a specific agreement to lobby for compensation and given direction on the lobbying activities to be accomplished and further pursues these legislative objectives through the association's lobbying campaign, a member of the association would not be required to register as a legislative agent with the Commission" and file registration information.

