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FACTUAL SUMMARY

A state association in the media area is registered with the Commission as an "employer" of a "legislative agent".  The association since 1990 has sponsored a public affairs series that involves 60 second interviews with legislators that are made available to cable systems in legislative districts to help educate viewers about how state government operates.  Issues discussed in the interview are of a general nature and do not pertain to the specific legislative agenda of the association.

QUESTION PRESENTED

May the association continue this public affairs series under the Code of Ethics?

OPINION

KRS 6.611(2)(b)(5)(6) provides that "informational" and "educational items" are excluded from the definition of "anything of value" under the Code of Ethics.  The taped interviews in question would fall within these exclusions and could properly be filmed and distributed to local cable operators.  We also believe these programs will increase citizen awareness of legislative issues.  However, all members of the General Assembly must be given an opportunity to participate in the program.

