OPINION

(OLEC 94-22)

May 24, 1994

FACTUAL SUMMARY:

A Kentucky governmental body sponsors a one-day golf tournament to raise funds for charitable or community projects.  Contributions to support the tournament are made through a separate foundation.  In return for certain levels of contributions, the cost of the golf game and other items are provided to team members selected by contributors.  Some of the contributors are registered with the Commission as "employers" of "legislative agents".  Other individuals including legislators may participate in the tournament by paying an entry fee.

QUESTIONS PRESENTED:

1.
May an "employer" registered with the Commission make a contribution to a charitable golf tournament that is used in part to pay for golf related items for participants some of whom may be members of the General Assembly?


2.
May a member of the General Assembly who pays an entry fee to participate in a charitable golf tournament accept golf-related items provided to all participants in a situation where selected sponsors of the event are "employers" registered with the Commission?


3.
May an "employer" of a legislative agent who is a contributor to the charitable golf tournament invite one or more members of the General Assembly to be on their team and participate in the event?
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DISCUSSION:

KRS 6.811 provides that "a legislative agent or employer shall not knowingly offer, give, or agree to give anything of value to a legislator, his spouse, or child."  An employer's financial or in kind contribution to a foundation to support a charitable golf tournament that is open to the public and may also involve members of the General Assembly who pay a fee to play in the tournament would not constitute giving anything of value to a legislator and therefore not violate KRS 6.811.  The contribution is directed to a foundation and not to an individual legislator.  Likewise a member of the General Assembly who pays an entry fee to participate in a charity golf tournament open to the public may accept golf-related items provided to all participants by the sponsoring entity from contributions for the event that may come in part from "employers" registered with the Commission.


However, an "employer" registered with the Commission who contributes to the golf tournament  and is thereby entitled to enter a team in the tournament would be prohibited from inviting a member of the General Assembly to participate on the team.  Such an invitation would include the cost of the golf game, meals, and other golf-related items, and would constitute something of value under KRS 6.811.

OPINION:

1.
An "employer" registered with the Commission is not prohibited by the Code from making a charitable contribution to a foundation to support a community golf tournament open to the public that may involve members of the General Assembly who pay the regular fee to participate.


2.
A legislator who participates in such an event may accept golf-related items provided to all participants by the sponsoring entity that are funded in part by contributions from "employers" registered with the Commission.


3.
An "employer" registered with the Commission is prohibited from inviting a member of the General Assembly to participate in a charity golf tournament when such invitations includes the cost of the golf game, meals and other golf related items.  Such items would constitute something of value under KRS 6.811.

