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QUESTION PRESENTED:


Is a legislator prohibited from holding a contract as an instructor/facilitator with the Commonwealth Training Partnership in the Workforce Development Cabinet?

DISCUSSION:

The Commonwealth Training Partnership is a joint venture between the Workforce Development Cabinet and the University of Kentucky Community College system established exclusively for the state-wide delivery of copy-righted packaged training programs.


In addition to full-time and part-time faculty and staff, the CTP contracts with individuals employed in the private sector to serve as instructor/facilitators.


Contract instructor/facilitators earn $40 per instructional hour.  Candidates are recruited by advertising in the major newspapers in the state, as well as in local newspapers in areas where instructor/facilitators are especially needed.  The applications are screened by a sub-committee of the executive committee which interviews and selects the most highly qualified based on current needs.
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KRS 6.737 prohibits a legislator from entering into a contract with a state agency with a value of $100 or more per transaction, with limited exceptions.  One of the exceptions is that a legislator may hold a contract which is available on similar terms to other members of the legislator's business, occupation, or profession.


Contracts for instructor/facilitators appear to fall within in this exception to the general rule because they are publicly announced and awarded after an application process and screening based upon qualifications.  

OPINION:

Legislators are not prohibited from holding contracts as instructor/facilitators with the Commonwealth Training Partnership because the contracts are available on similar terms to other members of a legislator's business, occupation, or profession.

