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OPINION

(OLEC 94-41)

November 22, 1994

QUESTION PRESENTED:


May a legislative agent act as a fund-raiser or campaign assistant for a member of the General Assembly who is a candidate for a statewide constitutional office, such as Governor, Lieutenant Governor, Secretary of State or Commissioner of Agriculture?

DISCUSSION:


KRS 6.811 (5) provides that "a legislative agent shall not serve as a campaign treasurer or as a fund-raiser as set forth in KRS 121.170 (2) for a candidate or a legislator."  In OLEC 93-55, the Commission advised that this "prohibition would apply to a member of the General Assembly regardless of whether the member was seeking re-election or seeking a new office at the state ...level."  The Code does not provide an exception for a legislative agent serving as a campaign fund-raiser in the event a current member of the legislature runs for state-wide office and retains legislative office.


With regard to the question of a legislative agent serving as a campaign assistant, the Commission in 93-67 advised that "the Code does not prohibit a legislative agent from performing volunteer work for a legislative campaign or a legislator's campaign for another office so long as they are not directed in that activity by an "employer" and do not engage in any fundraising activity."
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OPINION:


A legislative agent pursuant to KRS 6.811(5) may not serve as a campaign fund-raiser for a current member of the General Assembly running for state-wide office.  However, a legislative agent may volunteer for a wide range of campaign activities on behalf of such a candidate.
