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As part of its annual package of recommendations for changes to Kentucky’s Code of Legislative Ethics, the Legislative Ethics Commission is recommending prohibiting campaign contributions from employers of lobbyists and political action committees (PACs) to legislative candidates and legislators during the annual regular sessions of the General Assembly.

The proposed change is an expansion of current ethics law, which prohibits lobbyists from contributing to legislative campaigns.  The expanded ban would affect associations, businesses, and other groups with legislative interests, while those interests are subject to legislative action.  


The in-session ban on contributions would prohibit the 651 registered employers of lobbyists and 146 state-registered PACs from contributing to legislative campaigns while bills are being considered and voted on in the annual legislative sessions.  All the employers have legislative interests, and about 90 of the PACs are directly connected to employers of lobbyists.

 According to the most recent report from the Registry of Election Finance, PACs with significant cash balances (and their lobbying affiliates) include:  Better Schools Kentucky PAC (Jefferson County Teachers Association);  Indiana/Kentucky Regional Council of Carpenters PAC;  Kentucky Association of Health Care Facilities PAC; Kentucky Educators (Ky. Education Association); Kentucky Hospitals’ Circle of Friends (Ky. Hospital Association); Kentucky Realtors PAC (Ky. Association of Realtors); Kentucky State UAW PAC (Region 8, UAW); LG&E-KU Political Awareness & Civic Education (LG&E and KU Energy); and Speak Up for Rural Electrification (Ky. Association of Electric Cooperatives).
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In its latest issue, a national magazine featuring investigative reporting included a story on the methamphetamine problem in Kentucky, and the lobbying efforts on bills in recent legislative sessions, relating to methamphetamine production.  The story in Mother Jones magazine can be found at this link: http://www.motherjones.com/politics/2013/08/meth-pseudoephedrine-big-pharma-lobby.  The story is accompanied by a photo essay: Chasing Meth in Laurel County, Kentucky, which is described as an “intimate look at methamphetamine addicts and the cops trying to nab them.” 
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Spending reports for 604 lobbyists and 651 employers of lobbyists are due by Monday, September 16.  All lobbying spending from May 1 through August 31 is required to be reported in this filing.


The four-month report encompasses spending on the summer legislative conferences, as well as the August 19-23 Special Session of the General Assembly.


Two new Cincinnati-based employers have recently registered to lobby in Kentucky.  Those are The Christ Hospital, a 555-bed, acute care facility offering services including cardiovascular care, spine treatment, major surgery, cancer, behavioral medicine, and kidney transplant; and First Financial Bank, a subsidiary of a bank holding company, which operates 113 banking centers in Ohio, Indiana and Kentucky.

Adesa, Inc. recently terminated its registration, and is no longer lobbying in Kentucky.  Adesa operates 67 automotive auction locations in the United States, Canada, and Mexico, and hosts physical and Internet vehicle auctions.
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Two of this summer’s legislative conferences received financial support from a wide variety of businesses and organizations, including several which lobby in Kentucky.  


The National Conference of State Legislatures (NCSL) Legislative Summit in Atlanta had support of several major sponsors, including: Platinum sponsor ($25,000): Coca-Cola; Gold sponsor ($12,500): AT&T; Silver sponsor ($7,500): RAI Services/Reynolds American.  Other sponsors include: Altria; Kroger; UPS; AFLAC; Walmart; Anheuser-Busch; Bank of America; Delta Airlines; General Electric; Norfolk Southern; Waste Management; Aetna; American Express; CSX; Pfizer; Reed Elsevier; Scientific Games; Sprint; Sunovion Pharmaceuticals; and Verizon Communications.

Sponsors for the American Legislative Exchange Council (ALEC) Annual Meeting in Chicago included: President Level ($100,000):  Reynolds American (registered in Kentucky as RAI Services); Chairman Level ($50,000): American Coalition for Clean Coal Electricity; Cigar Association of America; ExxonMobil; Peabody Energy; State Policy Network; and U.S. Chamber of Commerce Institute for Legal Reform; Vice-Chairman Level ($25,000): Celgene; Pharmaceutical Research and Manufacturers of America (PhRMA); and UPS;  Director Level ($15,000): Cloud Peak Energy; Takeda; TransCanada; U.S. Steel; and SAP.  Trustee Level ($5,000): Lilly and Norfolk Southern.
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U.S. lawmakers travel the world on lobbyists' tab

Reuters -- August 19, 2013  
By Richard Cowan

WASHINGTON -- U.S. lawmakers are once again taking advantage of their summer recess to race around the globe on privately financed tours to places like China, the Middle East and Scotland - trips watchdog groups cite as evidence that congressional ethics reforms are unraveling.


Critics of such trips say it is unseemly for members of the House and Senate to take trips bankrolled by people and organizations with specific legislative desires.


"It's money well spent by lobbying groups, but for the American public, there is no benefit," said Craig Holman, a lobbyist for the consumer group Public Citizen.


Congress clamped down on such travel in 2007 after disgraced lobbyist Jack Abramoff's influence-peddling scandal tainted many members with close ties to him, contributing to 2006 election losses in the House of Representatives.


Abramoff - convicted and imprisoned on fraud and conspiracy charges - paid for lawmakers he was trying to sway on legislative matters, among these casino gambling, to fly away for lavish junkets, including golf outings in Scotland.  Nearly 5,000 trips, costing lobbyists $10 million, were taken in 2005.  This was a peak which fell to 1,846 in 2006 and then further after reforms were put in place.


Lately, the number of privately financed trips offered by corporate interests, lobbyists, universities, and foreign governments, including China, has been rising.  Trips this year so far total 1,363, at a cost to the hosts of $3.2 million, according to figures collected by LegiStorm, a nonpartisan watchdog group.


Jeff Joseph, a spokesman for the Consumer Electronics Association, which represents corporate giants such as Google, Microsoft, Apple, LG and Samsung, said critics of the travel were "shortsighted."

Citizens United 'Dark Money' Could Be Revealed By States, NYC Public Advocate Report Finds 

Huffington Post – August 8, 2013  
By Michael McAuliff 
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WASHINGTON -- The gridlocked Congress may be stalled in efforts to stem the flood of dark money into U.S. elections, but a new analysis suggests much of America doesn't necessarily need to wait for Washington to act in order to shed light on secret campaign cash.

Undisclosed donations poured into electoral politics after the Supreme Court's 2010 decision in the Citizens United case, which allowed corporations and certain tax-exempt charities to spend unlimited amounts to influence outcomes.  Proposals to require disclosure, much less turn off the spigot, have gone nowhere.

But according to a new analysis by New York City Public Advocate Bill de Blasio that was provided to HuffPost, more than half the states already have it within their power to start compelling disclosure from tax-exempt groups which spent hundreds of millions of dollars during the 2012 elections.

Indeed, the report, called  "Building A Frontline Defense To Stop Secret Political Spending," found that 28 states already have many of the tools and laws on the books that they need to tighten rules around campaign finance.  These states can require groups to unmask their donors when they seek to sway local election contests, according to the report.

In many cases, the officials in charge could do so without any outside approval, including in such battleground states as Colorado, Florida, Iowa, Michigan, Missouri, New Hampshire, New Mexico, North Carolina and Ohio, the report says.  And that requirement would reveal to voters the identities -- and potentially the motives -- of the outside groups and individuals seeking to influence local elections.


“In most states, and at the federal level, transparency of corporate spending in elections can simply be required by the appropriate regulatory agencies -- if they have the resolve to exercise their authority," said Craig Holman of the nonprofit advocacy group Public Citizen.  Holman, an expert in campaign finance law and governmental ethics, pointed to recent efforts by New York Attorney General Eric Schneiderman to do just that.

"This report carries that example to the rest of the nation and shows us how,” Holman said.  The New York attorney general came up with the rules after a series of hearings in the state.  The new regulations, which he is just starting to implement, require groups that spend more than $10,000 on New York elections to file itemized lists of expenditures above $50 and donors who give more than $1,000.

If only a few of the swing states identified in the report require disclosure, it could illuminate the sources behind the dramatic surge in secret spending, which amounted to more than $300 million in 2012. 

"We don’t have to wait on Congress to get disclosure of election spending.  We don't even need to change a single law in many states.  If we can get even a handful of battlegrounds to shine a light on these nonprofits, we could fundamentally change the dynamics of unrestrained, undisclosed spending," de Blasio said.  "New York’s Attorney General Schneiderman blazed the trail, and now we need others to follow.”
Contractor Lobbying Info Under Wraps

Politico – July 7, 2013  
By Byron Tau

Companies like Boeing, Raytheon, and General Dynamics reap billions of dollars in government contracts.  And in theory they detail their lobbying efforts so taxpayers can learn how their money is being spent.


But getting that information?  Good luck — some of those records are essentially secret thanks to a maze of federal bureaucrats and regulations.


Booz Allen Hamilton employee Edward Snowden’s leak of a treasure trove of classified information has led to new questions and scrutiny about how contractors have expanded their operations and influence, seemingly creating another branch of government with little oversight.


Under a little-known federal law, some companies that get federal dollars have to go above and beyond the standard disclosure forms and further detail their lobbying activities.  But when Politico sought records from the White House Office of Management and Budget, Justice Department, Defense Department, National Security Agency, FBI and CIA, the government response was an almost universal brush-off.


“Thank you for contacting NSA.  We do not have anything for you.  Please submit a FOIA request,” said NSA spokeswoman Marci Green Miller.


“You’ll for sure have to go through FOIA for this.  Sorry,” a Department of Defense spokesman said.  Press officers for most of those agencies initially said they’d never heard of the form required of government contractors and grant recipients, which are separate from the lobbying disclosures filed with the House and Senate that are easily available online.


Politico also requested the forms from a half-dozen of the government’s top contractors, all who declined to provide them or did not respond.

Arkansas -- After Ethics Fine, Paul Bookout Resigns From Arkansas Senate
Associated Press – August 21, 2013



LITTLE ROCK — A state senator from northeast Arkansas resigned after an ethics panel said he spent thousands of dollars from his re-election campaign on personal items such as women's clothing and home theater equipment.

Sen. Paul Bookout of Jonesboro announced he was stepping down immediately following last week's decision by the Arkansas Ethics Commission to fine him $8,000 and reprimand him over the spending.  Bookout has served in the state Senate since 2006.


"It has been an honor and a privilege to serve the people of the state of Arkansas," Bookout wrote in a letter to state Senate President Michael Lamoureux.


Bookout did not immediately return a call for comment Tuesday.  He said last week that he would reimburse his campaign $49,000 and repay contributors over the findings.


The Ethics Commission said Bookout's spending included $5,043 for women's clothing and accessories, $8,402 for home theater equipment and installation, and $1,305 for golf equipment at a country club.  The panel also said that more than $18,000 from the campaign was transferred to Bookout's personal bank account.


The panel ruled that Bookout violated four state campaign finance laws.  Bookout did not have an opponent in the primary or general election last year and reported raising nearly $81,000.  His campaign reported spending more than $63,000.


Bookout served as president of the state Senate in the 2011 and 2012 legislative sessions.  Bookout resigned the same day that a special prosecutor was named to investigate the spending and determine whether any charges should be filed.  

Bookout served six years in the state House of Representatives and was elected to the Senate in 2006 to fill the remainder of his late father's term.  Sen. Jerry Bookout died in 2006 and was Senate president in 1991-1992.


Before taking over as Senate president in 2011, Bookout said he wanted to follow in his father's footsteps in leading the 35-member chamber.
California -- Fundraisers abound as California legislative session nears end
Sacramento Bee – August 21, 2013 
By Lauren Rosenhall


SACRAMENTO -- Fans of nibbling shrimp, sipping wine and mingling with the powerful are in luck right now – if they've got at least $1,000 to drop.


That's what it costs to get into most of the campaign fundraisers that are taking place in Sacramento over the next three weeks, as about 80 politicians and political hopefuls descend on the bars and restaurants around the Capitol.


Over breakfast receptions, luncheons and cocktail parties, lawmakers will schmooze with lobbyists and other interest group representatives in a push to raise campaign cash before the legislative session ends next month.  The fundraising frenzy comes at a key time, as lawmakers prepare to cast their final votes on hundreds of bills still pending in the Legislature. 


Lawmakers have a long tradition of tapping the wealth of Sacramento interest groups as the session winds to a close.  This year, however, the practice is garnering an extra dose of criticism.


"The quid pro quo at a legislative fundraiser is not explicit, but it's implied in exactly the same way as when one of the Sopranos shows up at your grocery store and tells you what a shame it would be if something happened to your business or your family," said Dan Schnur, the director of the Jesse M. Unruh Institute of Politics at the University of Southern California.


"Fundraising is a necessary part of politics.  Legislating is a critical part of government.  They just shouldn't be able to happen at the same time," he said.
Connecticut -- Former Donovan Aide Gets 38 Months In Campaign Scandal

The Hartford Courant -- August 27, 2013

By Dave Altimari

NEW HAVEN -- Both at his trial months ago and as he waited for a federal judge to sentence him, Robert Braddock Jr. maintained his silence.


But moments after he was sentenced to 38 months for his role in accepting fraudulent contributions to former House Speaker Christopher Donovan's ill-fated congressional campaign, Braddock lashed out at the head of the campaign, calling him a "rat."


Outside the courtroom, Braddock said that after his arrest FBI agents tried to get him to wear a wire and trap others involved in the scheme but he refused.  He said he was unlike former campaign manager Joshua Nassi and Raymond Soucy, the former corrections official at the center of the scheme to hide the source of campaign contributions in an effort to help kill potential legislation affecting roll-your-own smoke shops.


"Nassi became a rat … and I refused to do that because that's not what we do and I am proud of that,'' Braddock said.  Braddock, 34, is the only one who went to trial and was convicted in May after a jury deliberated for only a few hours.  He was facing a sentence of 41 to 51 months, according to federal guidelines.


U.S. District Court Judge Janet Bond Arterton went below those guidelines even though she called the scheme to derail the legislative process and kill potential legislation through conduit donations to Donovan's campaign "one of the crassest, most flagrant violation of Federal Election Commission regulations" she has seen.


"Mr. Braddock didn't initiate it, didn't design it or put it together, but he knew what the scheme was and he encouraged it and praised its organizers," Arterton said.  "He had a duty to decline the money and it is that failure to do so that puts him here today."


Braddock acknowledged that "it could have been a much worse sentence" but said "a day in jail is upsetting."  Braddock said there is no way he will ever get involved in politics again.  "You couldn't force me to work in politics ever again,'' Braddock said.  "If the judge really wanted to make it worse she could have sentenced me to work for another campaign."


Arterton said that although the $27,500 that was donated to Donovan's campaign by the roll-your-own group was not a large amount of money, a long sentence was required to send a message to others that federal regulations play a critical role in campaigns.


Roll-your-own smoke shop owners from Waterbury were hoping that by contributing $27,000 to Donovan's campaign through conduit contributors they could keep any legislation harmful to their business from a vote.


Some of the money that was donated to the Donovan campaign came from an undercover FBI agent posing as a smoke shop owner.  Soucy also became an informant for federal authorities wearing a wire to record numerous conversations with Braddock.
Massachusetts -- Conviction of ex-Mass. House speaker DiMasi upheld

Associated Press – August 21, 2013 
By Bob Salsberg


The corruption conviction and eight-year prison sentence of former state House Speaker Salvatore DiMasi was upheld by a federal appeals court, which rejected arguments that the trial judge gave improper instructions to a jury.

The 1st U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals also upheld the conviction and seven-year sentence of DiMasi’s co-defendant, former Statehouse lobbyist Richard McDonough.

DiMasi was convicted in 2011 of conspiracy, extortion and theft of honest services by fraud, a bribery charge.  He was accused of using his political clout to steer lucrative state contracts to Cognos, a Canadian software firm with U.S. headquarters in Burlington, in exchange for payments of $65,000.


DiMasi, who resigned in 2009, was the third consecutive Massachusetts speaker to leave office under a cloud of suspicion.


The three-judge appeals court, in its ruling, acknowledged that the issues presented at the trial and in the appeal were ‘‘myriad and complex’’ but said the evidence was sufficient to support the convictions.


DiMasi’s lawyers argued that the payments were legal referral fees, not bribes.  The defense also said the government failed to prove that the payments that were funneled through DiMasi’s outside legal firm were made in expectation of actions by the speaker.

In arguments before the appeals court in February, DiMasi’s lawyer Thomas Kiley said the trial judge failed to properly instruct the jury on several aspects of the case, including the difference between what constitutes illegal bribes and legal gratuities.

Mississippi -- All expenses paid? Lawmakers request reimbursement for lobbyist-funded treks

Clarion Ledger.com – August 28, 2013  
By Geoff Pender

When the 19 Mississippi lawmakers arrived at the Sandestin Hilton in Florida last summer, they were given hotel cards to charge expenses.


Lobbyists picked up a tab of more than $26,000 for the three-day junket, which included hotel, meals, deep sea fishing, golfing, several cocktail parties and very little business for lawmakers to tend to beyond sitting on a panel.


The fete was put on by the Mississippi Consumer Finance Association, a group that wants lawmakers to pass a bill that would allow finance companies to charge fees that amount to up to 99 percent interest on small loans.


Although some lawmakers who went described the event as all expenses paid, four House members also filed for reimbursement totaling more than $2,300 on their state expense accounts for mileage, meals and incidentals.  Yet lobbying reports show lobbyists paid a total of $5,600 for the four.


Two of the four lawmakers, when first contacted, said lobbyists paid for the whole trip and they did not file state expenses.  Another said he only filed mileage, not meals.  But after reviewing records, they corrected themselves.


Rep. Bubba Carpenter of Burnsville, when first contacted, on his way back from the same MCFA event in Destin this year, said: “No, sir, I did not.  I didn’t file anything on my state report.  (Lobbyist) Buddy Medlin paid for that.  I can’t turn that in — (the House Management Committee) wouldn’t have approved it.  You’ve got some wires crossed with whatever you’re looking at.  Something’s not geehawing.  I would have to be approved by Management, and this is a private convention.”


Carpenter said an administrative assistant at the Capitol usually handles his expense filing, and he surmised she had made a mistake.


But then, after checking his expense records, Carpenter said he had been pre-approved by the Management Committee, and the $652.70 he was reimbursed by taxpayers for the travel was for mileage, meals and other out-of-pocket expenses.  He said neither the association nor lobbyists provided for all meals at the convention.


The $184 he was reimbursed for meals was for the food per diem allowed for the Destin area of $46 a day for Thursday through Saturday of the conference, plus the check-out day Sunday.  State officials are reimbursed for food on a per-diem basis and don’t have to provide receipts.


Rep. Tracy Arnold of Booneville, had a similar first response: “You’re saying the state paid? I need to check that out because it was my understanding that the Mississippi Consumer Finance Association paid for everything on that trip … That’s the first one of those that I’ve been on … the first time I’ve went to one where someone was supposed to be totin’ and paying it all.”  He also said he’s had problems with an assistant at the Capitol who files his expenses.


Rep. Ray Rogers of Pearl, at first said he recalled only filing mileage and that “where lobbyists pay for motel and so forth, the thing they don’t pay for is mileage.  I certainly did not ask for meals,” Rogers said.  “Mine better not show meal expenses.”


Records show Rogers was reimbursed $547.04, including $138 for meals.  Later, Rogers said: “Well, I apologize.  Records show I asked for mileage and meals that weren’t covered. … We don’t double up.  We don’t pay anything that the lobbyists cover.  No, they don’t cover all meals.”


All the legislators said they did nothing to run afoul of House rules or the state’s lobbying laws, which are weak and basically require only that lobbyists report their spending on state officials.


But others who attended said they wouldn’t think of having taxpayers pick up any of the tab for such a trip, and Senate leaders said it wouldn’t be allowed in that chamber.  “They paid for everything,” said George Flaggs, then a House member, who recently resigned to become mayor of Vicksburg.  “Traveling and gas — I paid for that. … I don’t see any reason why any member would (file state expenses for the trip).  But if it’s approved by Management, then that’s allowed.
New York -- State Ethics Panel Opens an Inquiry Into a Sexual Harassment Cover-Up

New York Times – August 7, 2013  
By Danny Hakim  


New York ethics regulators have opened a new investigation into the State Assembly after learning that Assembly members withheld documents that were subpoenaed as part of a recent sexual harassment inquiry, according to people with knowledge of the investigation. 


The new inquiry began after The New York Times revealed last month that a top Assembly lawyer had kept quiet allegations of sexual harassment made against Assemblyman Micah Z. Kellner, a Manhattan legislator and current City Council candidate, in 2009.  The lawyer, Bill Collins, was dismissed amid the revelations. 


The records related to the Kellner allegations were not turned over to the state’s Joint Commission on Public Ethics, even though the commission issued a broad subpoena for documents related to sexual harassment allegations as part of an investigation into harassment claims made against a former assemblyman, Vito J. Lopez, that concluded earlier this year. 


The latest ethics inquiry is likely to further damage the reputation of the Assembly speaker, Sheldon Silver, who has a troubled history of handling sexual misconduct cases.  And it will most likely reinforce that the Legislature operates in a climate of minimal and selective disclosure, where secrets are closely guarded. 


In a statement, Michael Whyland, a spokesman for Mr. Silver, did not comment on the new inquiry, saying only, “When the speaker learned of the issue involving Assemblyman Kellner, he immediately referred it to the Assembly Ethics Committee,” referring to a panel of lawmakers who look into internal wrongdoing.  


Ethics regulators are trying to determine why they were not told about the Kellner matter and if there are other cases that were kept from them, a person with knowledge of the inquiry said. 


Subpoenas in the latest inquiry were sent to several current and former Assembly officials, including Mr. Collins, chief counsel for the Assembly majority, as well as another top lawyer, Carolyn Kearns. 


A subpoena was also served to Eliyanna Kaiser, a former chief of staff for Mr. Kellner.  In 2009, after a junior staff member in Mr. Kellner’s office complained of sexual harassment, Ms. Kaiser brought the allegations to the Assembly’s central staff, and provided records of sexually suggestive chat transcripts between Mr. Kellner and the aide.  But at the time, Mr. Silver’s staff decided against conducting a serious inquiry, or referring the matter to the Assembly Ethics Committee. 


“After four years, I’m glad that this is finally being looked at,” Ms. Kaiser said in an interview, adding that she had been frustrated by the Assembly’s lack of interest in the case.  Ms. Kaiser said she had been questioned by one of the joint commission’s investigators, who expressed frustration that the case had not been previously revealed by the Assembly.  She said the investigator told her, “We should have had all of this after the Lopez investigation.” 


The subpoena she received seeks “all documents, including but not limited to communications relating to any inappropriate behavior on the part of Assembly member Micah Kellner directed toward you or any other staff member.”  It continues, “For the purposes of this request, ‘inappropriate behavior,’ includes, but is not limited to, comments, actions and conduct of a sexual nature.” 


Mr. Kellner apologized last month for his behavior.  He released a statement saying, “If I had been aware that documents pertaining to me had been submitted to an Assembly counsel four years ago, I would have immediately requested an investigation.  I welcome such an investigation now and I will cooperate fully.”

Mr. Silver’s staff has said the speaker did not know about the case until earlier this summer and referred it immediately to the Assembly Ethics Committee, which is not connected with the Joint Commission on Public Ethics, whose members are appointed by both the governor and the Legislature. 


Skepticism is high in political circles that the Assembly will conduct a thorough inquiry on its own.  Assemblyman Charles Lavine, the chairman of the ethics committee, is seen by many as compromised.  During the investigation of Mr. Lopez, he privately urged the Joint Commission on Public Ethics to extensively edit its investigative report before its release, but was rebuffed. 
Pennsylvania -- Lobbyists fight state fee increase

Pittsburgh Post-Gazette -- August 12, 2013  
By Kate Giammarise 

HARRISBURG -- A proposed state fee increase for lobbyists -- from $200 to $700 – has Harrisburg lobbyists in an uproar, with numerous nonprofit groups saying the increase will hurt their ability to discuss policy with lawmakers and open government advocates concerned it could lead to less lobbying transparency.

A proposal by the Department of State would increase the biennial fee paid by registered lobbyists from $200 to $700.  State officials say the increase is needed to maintain an online database of lobbyists and defray other costs of administering the lobbyist disclosure act.  The department's goal is "to relieve as much of the burden on taxpayers as possible," said Ron Ruman, an agency spokesman.


For the 2013-14 registration period, the department projects it will spend about $1.7 million to administer the act, while generating approximately $650,000 from the registration fees, according to figures submitted to the state's Independent Regulatory Review Commission.  The commission reviews state regulations to ensure they are in the public interest.

The fee and registration requirement applies to lobbyists who spend $2,500 per quarter or more.  The fee has previously been increased once, for the 2011-12 registration period from $100 to $200; the lobbyist disclosure act was passed in 2006.


The Pennsylvania Association for Government Relations -- the professional association for lobbyists in Pennsylvania -- opposes the increase, and said in a letter it would make the state's registration fee among the most expensive in the nation, if enacted.


Forty states have a lobbyist registration fee.  However, the fees vary greatly, running from a $10 one-time charge for lobbyists in Missouri to $1,000 per year "for executive and legislative agents" and $100 per year for employers in Massachusetts.  Several states, such as Indiana and Texas, charge a lower fee for nonprofits.


The proposed increase was blasted by Drew Crompton, who was intimately involved in crafting the 2006 disclosure law, and who serves as chief of staff for Senate President Pro Tem Joe Scarnati.  Mr. Crompton criticized the $1.7 million the Department of State said it spends to administer the disclosures as "in part due to the department's incompetency over the years."

"The department has selected vendors to build the electronic system for the registering and reporting which have led to overruns in cost and significant delays.  In fact, the version currently being utilized is still flooded with errors and confusing data ... six years later," he said.

"I cannot emphasize enough the inept workmanship that has occurred over the years in the development of the electronic interface."
Virginia -- Lax laws lead to cloudy view of lobbyists' spending
The Virginian-Pilot -- August 29, 2013

By Julian Walker

RICHMOND -- Virginia lobbyists reported combined spending of nearly $16 million during a 12-month period spanning parts of this year and last, according to an analysis of state lobbying records.


That figure covers a range of spending, including lobbyist compensation and gifts and entertainment for state officials.  But it's an incomplete financial picture of all that goes into policy persuasion and legislative influence in a state with lax reporting standards and enforcement of lobbyist disclosures.


Like gaps in state gift laws exposed by the scandal that hurt Gov. Bob McDonnell's reputation, Virginia's lobbying rules provide wide latitude for interpretation by filers.  And that can leave inquisitive citizens in the dark about lobbying behavior.


A Virginia Public Access Project breakdown of the latest batch of lobbyist reports, covering May 1, 2012, through April 30, shows that just one-fifth of all filings list bills that were lobbied on in 2013.


What's more, 70 percent of the entertainment that lobbyists reported paying for during that period doesn't list the names of the officials who benefited.  Examples of such ambiguity are common in the VPAP analysis provided Wednesday to several state newspapers.


The top three spenders, based on what was reported, were pro-uranium-mining forces, Dominion Power, and tobacco giant Altria.


Many candidates for state office this year have proposed reforming state ethics and gift laws in response to investigations into whether McDonnell improperly aided a donor who gave expensive items to his family.  Some want caps on gifts - currently unlimited - to state officials.  Gifts over $50 must be reported, with exceptions for those to family members and from personal friends.


Lobbyists are required to register with the state - 825 registered last year - and file annual reports reflecting spending on behalf of each client they lobby for.  Oversight is relatively weak, and penalties for violations are relatively light.  The secretary of the commonwealth, with whom lobbyists register and file disclosures, lacks authority to audit the form or investigate alleged criminal violations, said Chris Frink, the office's lobbyist specialist.


Criminal complaints about improper conduct by lobbyists would be referred to the Richmond commonwealth's attorney.  Potential criminal charges range from a lower-grade felony for knowingly falsifying a disclosure form to a high-grade misdemeanor for violating state lobbying standards.
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