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In the last five months, Kentucky state government gave out $126 million in contracts to pay businesses for handling public services.  Also, existing contracts were amended to add $114 million to continue paying for services such as support staff in the state’s correctional facilities, administration of the state’s workers’ compensation program, and management of the Ohio River Bridges Project.


The largest recent contract is the Department of Corrections 11-month, $8 million contract with Pennsylvania-based Diamond Drugs Inc., which will provide pharmaceutical services to inmates in 12 state institutions.  Corrections also amended a contract with Lexington-based Correctcare Inc. to increase payments from $28 million to $56 million, so Correctcare will continue to provide medical staff to the 12 institutions until December 31.  Corrections also gave a one-year, $1.95 million contract to Indiana-based Mid America Health Inc. to provide dental services to inmates.  

The Personnel Cabinet added $19.9 million to its contract with Louisville-based Cannon Cochran Management Services Inc. to administer the state’s Workers’ Compensation program.

Other large contracts and amendments in recent months include the Lottery Corporation’s $7.7 million contract with GTECH Corp.; the University of Kentucky’s $7.45 million contract with Lexington’s JRA Architects, who will oversee the design and construction of an Academic Science Building; and the Department for Public Health’s $1.9 million increase to its two-year, $5.1 contract with the Kentucky Hospital Association’s Hospital Research and Education Foundation to prepare hospitals to respond to public health emergencies.

Universities continued the trend toward privatizing school responsibilities, including legal services, management of facilities, fundraising, and marketing.  For example, the University of Kentucky gave out $1.73 million in one-year contracts to six law firms to represent UK in matters where the University’s legal office could not do the work because of “workload considerations” or conflict of interest.  UK also gave a one-year, $1.5 million contract to Cornett Integrated Marketing Solutions to develop a “new broad-based, student recruitment marketing campaign”, and a second contract for $990,000 to Cornett to do marketing work for UK’s Athletics Department.


UK also gave one-year contracts to Marshall Medical Management LLC ($2.7 million) and Commonwealth Anesthesia PSC ($2.3 million) to provide medical services at Lexington’s Good Samaritan Hospital.

Western Kentucky University awarded a $1 million contract to Sodexho Education Services Inc. to manage campus facilities, and a one-year, $270,000 contract to Iowa-based RuffaloCODY to manage WKU’s fundraising phonathon, TopperTalk.  Murray State University has a one-year, $1.7 million contract to employ multiple businesses to provide architectural and engineering consulting services.

In the last five months, Kentucky government also gave final approval for giving up to $52.3 million to more than 40 businesses which promise to locate or expand in the state.  During the same months, the state gave preliminary approval to give $56.5 million to 39 other companies for expansion or re-location projects.


The largest recipient of the recently-approved incentives is PTC Seamless Tube Corp., which was approved for $12.5 million to help the company retrofit and expand its Hopkinsville manufacturing facility to produce high strength tube products used in oil and gas wells.  Other incentive recipients include:  Bingham McCutchen LLP, an international law firm, approved for $6.5 million for its administrative offices in Lexington; Bilstein Cold Rolled Steel, LP and Horizon Steel Co., $6.4 million to establish a facility near Bowling Green; Martinrea Hopkinsville LLC, $5 million to expand its automotive parts assembly plant; Corning Inc., $4.5 million to expand its Harrodsburg glass plant; Dr. Schneider Automotive Systems Inc., $4 million plus a $500,000 loan for its automotive component plant in Russell Springs; J.M. Smucker LLC, $3.5 million for its Scottsville frozen food facility; Maker’s Mark Distillery Inc., $3.2 million to improve roads in and around its Marion County distillery; Nasty Gal, $3 million for its clothing distribution and call center in Shepherdsville; and Corrisoft LLC, $3 million to expand its Lexington office which provides monitoring of criminal offenders in home incarceration.




Thirteen organizations registered to lobby in Kentucky in recent months.  Those include:  eCampus.com, a Lexington-based online portal that sells and rents academic textbooks; Harshaw Trane, a Louisville-based energy consulting business; Port of Greater Cincinnati Development Authority; Orexo US, a Swedish pharmaceutical company; Brandstetter Carroll, a regional architectural and engineering firm; City of Corbin; ATS Construction; Jobs for America's Graduates, a non-profit school-to-career program; Teach for America Appalachia, a non-profit that recruits teachers; Rave Mobile Safety, which sells mass notice software to colleges and governments; Kentucky Roofing Contractors Association; KY LIFT, Inc., which is lobbying for a local option sales tax; and Greater Cincinnati Energy Alliance.


Sixteen businesses and organizations recently terminated lobbying registrations and are no longer lobbying in Kentucky.  Those include:  American Land Title Association; Bayer Properties LLC; Kentucky Pain Management Services; SelfRefind; Schnell Contractors Inc.; Bluegrass Hospitality Association; Kentucky Tax Lien Purchasers Association; Rio Tinto Alcan (purchased by Century Aluminum); Centene Corporation; Molina Healthcare Inc.; Asurion Insurance Service Inc.; Premiertox; Florence & Hutcheson; National Association of Vision Care Plans; Honeywell International Inc.; and Nationwide Insurance.
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Eastern Kentucky’s coalfields are struggling . . . last year, coal production dropped to the lowest level since 1965, as utilities shift toward natural gas.  Now, in the wake of news of mass layoffs in Eastern Kentucky’s coalfields, two of the nation’s larger utility companies are essentially pulling out of the region.

The Tennessee Valley Authority has already stopped buying Central Appalachian coal. Southern Company’s subsidiaries got 18 percent of their coal from Central Appalachia in 2012, but plan to reduce that to only one percent by 2016.  Instead, both utilities will rely on coal from the Illinois Basin, which includes parts of Western Kentucky, as well as the Powder River Basin out west.  Illinois Basin coal has a higher sulfur content than Central Appalachian coal, but updated pollution controls on most power plants allow them to burn the dirtier high sulfur coal and still comply with the Clean Air Act.


James Stevenson is an analyst with IHS Global Insight.  He says it all comes down to cost.  “Central Appalachian coal is expensive,” he said.  “It’s a region that is . . . people don’t use the term ‘mined out,’ but it’s heading in that direction.  A lot of the areas that are being mined have been mined three or four times before.”


Market conditions used to favor Appalachian coal, because of the relatively high BTU and low sulfur content.  But with updated technology, production in the Illinois Basin - where it’s cheaper to mine - is increasing.


“You’ve seen a big increase in acceptance and appetite for Illinois Basin coal,” Stevenson said.  “A lot of plants are building scrubbers, which means they’re more or less agnostic to sulfur content.”


Last year, only about one percent of the coal burned in TVA’s power plants came from Appalachia.  But Southern Company’s subsidiaries burned more than 10 million tons of Appalachian coal.  Their purchases accounted for about 10 percent of Eastern Kentucky’s coal production for that year.


Washington, D.C. - Throughout the tense fiscal deadlock in recent weeks, some of the most powerful forces in Washington, including retirees and defense contractors, largely sat on the sidelines.  Now they are preparing for a political fight with billions of federal dollars at stake. 


With automatic cuts to the military set to take effect by January and a separate round of cuts scheduled for Medicare, lawmakers will have to decide who gets hit the hardest.  Washington’s lobbying machine — representing older citizens, doctors, educators, military contractors and a wide range of corporate interests — is gearing up to ensure that the slices of federal money for those groups are spared in new negotiations over government spending. 


It is a debate that almost no one involved wants to have so soon after the nasty fight over the federal budget, which produced the 16-day shutdown and again failed to reverse the automatic cuts resulting from previous disagreements.  But Congress managed to reopen the government and extend the nation’s borrowing limit largely by creating a new series of deadlines that run through February, giving special interests several chances to influence the process. 


So far, the defense industry is likely to be hit the hardest, since the automatic cuts, known as sequestration, set for January would slice an additional $20 billion from the Pentagon’s budget. 


“It’s fair to say the volume in Washington is going to be deafening,” said Marion Blakey, the chief executive of the Aerospace Industries Association. 


Republicans on Capitol Hill are determined to mitigate those cuts by spreading them among various social programs, like education and Social Security, bringing dozens of other special-interest groups into the picture. 


“The perfect storm is coming” is how one health care industry lobbying coalition put it in an advertisement, complete with dark clouds and lightning, which ran the day the shutdown ended.  “Tell Washington, no more hospital cuts.” 


AARP, the giant nonprofit group that represents older citizens, has kicked off a million-dollar radio advertising campaign warning that “seniors are no bargaining chip.” 


For lobbying firms, fights like this are good for business.  Their revenues in fact have dropped over the last two years because little legislation has moved forward.  Now industry lobbyists say they see hints that this is the right moment to re-engage. 


Health care industry lobbyists hope to seek a permanent fix to the annual threat of major cuts in the compensation paid to doctors who treat Medicare patients, like the 25 percent cut scheduled to take place again in January.  At a minimum, they will seek to have the 2014 cut reversed.  


At the same time, many of the major business groups, including the National Retail Federation and the National Federation of Independent Business, plan to push for modest changes in President Obama’s health care law.  They are convinced that the defeat of the plan to defund the law has presented them with an opening to seek revisions, like changing the definition of a full-time worker who is entitled to health insurance to one who works 40 hours a week, up from the existing 30 in the law.   


All these appeals will make it easier for lawmakers to get the fund-raising machines revved up again.  Many events were canceled during the shutdown, as it seemed in bad form to take checks from lobbyists with thousands of federal employees out of work. 


During the final two months of this year’s legislative session in Albany, more than three dozen companies, Indian tribes, and trade groups with an interest in gambling or horse racing lobbied New York’s state government. There were more lobbyists representing the gambling industry than there are members of the Legislature. 

The industry’s backers got what they wanted, and soon the state’s voters will go to the polls, deciding whether to amend the State Constitution to allow up to seven new casinos. 

The proposed constitutional amendment, backed by Gov. Andrew M. Cuomo and approved twice by the Legislature, is the product of years of debate and big spending in Albany.  Since 2005, gambling and horse racing interests have spent more than $59 million on lobbying and political contributions in New York, according to an analysis of disclosure filings by Common Cause New York, a government watchdog group. 

The spending in New York has mirrored similar efforts in other state capitals to try to persuade policy makers to authorize more gambling.  And the industry has also been a force in Washington, spending $34 million on lobbying last year, according to the Center for Responsive Politics, a nonpartisan research group. 

There appears to be no end in sight for the industry’s spending in New York.  Mr. Cuomo and lawmakers have agreed that, if the casino referendum passes, they will at first allow only four new casinos, all upstate, in three regions: the Catskills, the Southern Tier and the Albany area.  New York already has five Indian-run casinos, all upstate, and electronic gambling at nine racetracks. 

The industry would most likely seek to spend money to influence the regulatory process that would determine where exactly the new casinos are, and who operates them, as well as to persuade a future governor and Legislature to ultimately allow full-fledged casinos in New York City or the surrounding areas, which would be much more lucrative because of its tourism and population density.

“Albany is extra skilled in creating opportunities for the gambling industry to throw money at it,” said Susan Lerner, executive director of Common Cause New York.  “We’re talking buckets of money, consistently, over time, and very willing recipients.” 

The influence of the industry was particularly visible in the final moments of this year’s legislative session, when many companies had retained multiple lobbying firms, either to benefit from their ties to different elected officials or to keep them from being hired by rivals.  All told, in May and June, the industry’s spending on lobbyists amounted to more than $1 million. 

The biggest spender was Genting, a Malaysian conglomerate that runs a highly lucrative electronic gambling parlor at Aqueduct Racetrack in Queens.  The company was represented by at least five lobbying firms as well as one of its own executives, and spent more than $200,000 in the final two months of the session. 

The lobbying push has continued as the Nov. 5 casino referendum nears.  Foxwoods, which is hoping to build a casino adjacent to the former Grossinger’s resort in the Catskills, hired the lobbying firm Malkin & Ross on Sept. 16, agreeing to pay it $50,000 to represent it for the seven weeks leading up to Election Day.

The measure is being supported by a coalition of business and labor groups; there is no organized opposition. A recent poll conducted by Siena College suggested that voters were generally divided over whether to allow more casinos, but that a majority supported the referendum when read its ballot language, which describes the hoped-for benefits of the measure. 

Mr. Cuomo has been one of the industry’s major beneficiaries.  Since 2005, he has collected more campaign donations from gambling and horse racing interests — over $1 million — than any other elected official or candidate in the state.  Mr. Cuomo has argued that upstate casinos will help the most economically struggling region of the state by creating jobs and tax revenue. 

Mr. Cuomo has acknowledged the potentially corrosive influence of money from gambling interests.  In June, he proposed legislation that included a provision banning casino developers from donating to state elected officials, a step his office called “necessary to prevent corruption and the appearance of corruption.”  But two weeks later, after negotiations between Mr. Cuomo and leaders of the Legislature, the ban on contributions disappeared from the bill. 

“We couldn’t work out everything,” Mr. Cuomo said later. But he noted that gambling interests that campaign for approval of the November referendum, or make contributions to elected officials, must disclose their spending. 


The Washington association that lobbies for lobbyists thinks it’s time to change its name and drop the word “lobbyists.”

The leaders of the American League of Lobbyists insist that the group is making the move because its business has evolved and its members do lots more than walk the halls of Congress and try to shape legislation.  They’re into grass-roots organizing and public affairs and other sorts of politics and advocacy.  In short, they’re not just lobbyists anymore.


But these savvy professionals also know that reputation matters.  And they know that theirs stinks.


“Everybody has that misconception that lobbyists are walking around with a pocketful of cash and that’s about it,” said Monte Ward, the group’s president.


Ward, who’s been a lobbyist since 1997, says he’s proud of the work he does.  And he promises that, even after it ​changes its name, the group won’t run away from its work defending the interests of lobbyists and helping them be more ethical.

But as he told the group’s 1,200 members in a letter announcing that a name change was under consideration: “The new brand will seek to fully represent the broad range of responsibilities that a government relations professional practices daily.”


In this high-stakes rebranding exercise, the field was quickly narrowed to two edgy choices: the Association of Government Relations Professionals and — wait for it — the National Association of Government Relations Professionals.


The board of directors had some tense discussions, and there were a few early October focus groups — hot meal included — to test the names with people who work in lobbying and government relations, both members of the group and non-members.


Recently, the board finalized its decision, and Ward said he would ask the group’s members to approve the switch to the Association of Government Relations Professionals. (The board also approved a new tag line: “Voice of the Lobbying, Public Policy and Advocacy Professions.”) Members will have 30 days to vote.  The group’s bylaws require two-thirds approval before the name can be changed.


Arizona -- Gary Husk, a once influential lobbyist whose key clients included the Fiesta Bowl, has been charged with eight felonies for using his firm’s money to reimburse staff after directing them to make specific political campaign contributions.

The contributions went to high-profile politicians with whom Husk sought access and influence, including Gov. Jan Brewer.  There is no indication any of the candidates knew they received illegal contributions, according to Attorney General Tom Horne’s office.


The Arizona Attorney General’s Office provided Husk’s attorney with an unsealed Maricopa County Grand Jury indictment containing the eight charges. 

Neither Husk nor his attorney, former Maricopa County Attorney Rick Romley, could be reached immediately for comment.

Husk was charged with one count of conspiracy and seven counts of making prohibited contributions in the name of another person.  Husk, a former state and federal prosecutor, could lose his law license if convicted.


Husk previously was accused by others of implementing the same illegal scheme at the Fiesta Bowl, which itself used bowl money to reimburse its employees for making campaign contributions to local, state and federal candidates. Husk still could be charged in that investigation, which is ongoing.


Those candidates were targeted because the bowl, then operated by Chief Executive John Junker, and hired lobbyists like Husk sought political favor to enhance the game’s financial position, fend off competition and protect the bowl from anti-trust issues. 


The Fiesta Bowl scheme, first uncovered by The Arizona Republic nearly four years ago, resulted in felony and misdemeanor convictions for Junker and five other current and former employees.  Junker is scheduled to be sentenced in January in state and federal courts, after having his sentencing postponed numerous times as he has assisted the Attorney General’s Office in its case.  He faces up to 2 1/2 years in prison. 


The Attorney General’s Office said it uncovered the alleged conspiracy at Husk Partners, the Phoenix firm he owns, during its Fiesta Bowl investigation.



Georgia -- Gov. Nathan Deal appointed state House Majority Leader Larry O'Neal, state Senate Majority Leader Ronnie Chance and retired state Supreme Court Chief Justice George Carley to a panel that will determine whether or not to suspend indicted state Sen. Don Balfour from office.


In September, The Georgia Bureau of Investigation started a probe into whether Balfour committed any crimes when he illegally claimed official expense pay.


The governor's executive order calls for the panel to issue a written report with its determination by Nov. 15.  The panel's ruling will be final.


The state constitution calls for the panel to determine if the indictment relates to and adversely affects the administration of the elected office.  If it determines it does, the panel would suspend Balfour from the General Assembly. 


According to the governor's office, the senator would continue to receive his legislative pay and benefits in the meantime, but he would not be able to perform any official functions of his office. 



New Hampshire -- An attempt to increase reporting requirements for groups entering the political fray received a cool reception from a Senate committee.

Sen. David Pierce of Hanover wants additional groups to report political contributions and expenses, although they currently do not have to do so.  During the last election cycle, groups weighed in with mailers, advertisements and other activities to support or oppose political candidates, but did not have to report who contributed to those efforts and how the money was spent.

Pierce said his five criteria for having to register as a political committee is modeled after Maine legislation that was upheld by the Federal 1st Circuit Appeals Court after the Supreme Court’s landmark Citizens United decision that prohibits restrictions on political expenditures by corporations, associations or labor unions.

The decision means the state cannot limit independent expenditures by Super Political Action Committees or issue advocacy groups nor limit individual contributions to those groups and Super PACs.


During the last election cycle Super PACs such as President Obama’s Organizing for America and Karl Rove’s Crossroads GPS dumped millions of dollars into federal and state elections, without having to meet reporting requirements of previous elections.


In New Hampshire, independent issue advocacy groups set up separate funds to promote or defeat candidates, particularly targeting State Senate candidates.


Senate Majority Leader Jeb Bradley of Wolfeboro sponsored Senate Bill 120 to try to limit the outside expenditures of Super PACS and other groups and requiring the names of contributors be reported.


The bill was held by the Senate and will be taken up in one of the first three Senate sessions in 2014, although there has been little agreement on how to require greater transparency and reporting.


Sen. David Boutin of Hooksett, chair of the Senate Public and Municipal Affairs Committee, said current law would do everything Pierce wants to accomplish in a more straightforward manner.  “The fundamental question has to be ’What is the purpose?  Who is being affected?  Who are you trying to regulate?’” Boutin said.  “I am convinced without a shadow of a doubt that this is geared toward issue advocacy groups, which are not required to report.”


But Pierce said that is not what he is proposing.  Instead he said he is trying to establish what constitutes a political committee, which is separate from reporting requirements.


Any candidate or political committee who spends more than $500 has to file contributions and expenditure reports with the Secretary of State under current law.  Current law also requires any organization with two or more people that promotes the success or defeat of a candidate or candidates, or measure or measures, has to report.


Pierce wants to target groups whose main purpose is to promote or defeat candidates that spend more than $1,000 a year, and organizations whose main purpose is not targeting candidates, but spend $2,500 or more a year promoting or opposing candidates to report their contributors and who they support.

He also believes special funds set aside by issue advocacy groups that are used for political purposes should also be subject to reporting requirements.  “We should require as much disclosure as we can get out,” Pierce said.  “The identification of who is funding (something) is of independent value to voters.”


Everyone understands spending for the success of a candidate, Boutin said, while they may not understand what Pierce is attempting to require organizations and groups to do.


“Everything you would purport to do is already being done better,” Boutin said.  “There are some groups out there now that are not required to report and you want them to report.”

Sen. Bette Lasky of Nashua said they all know there are groups that are targeting candidates that are not required to report their contributors or expenditures, noting Pierce’s proposal would provide more transparency.

“There are lies and untruths put out about us by people we can’t identify,” Lasky said.  “It’s not a partisan thing.”



New York -- In a development that could cast a chill over the 2014 legislative session, Gov. Andrew Cuomo's Moreland Commission on public corruption will issue subpoenas in pursuit of more information about state lawmakers' outside income. 

The panelists voted "to aggressively move forward in compelling production of information into specific matters that the commission is investigating," according to a Tuesday statement.  While the release did not explicitly say that legislative subpoenas were being drawn up, a source with knowledge of the panel's operations confirmed the vote authorized the action. 


Other subpoenas went out to loosely regulated "housekeeping" accounts of every major and most minor state parties, as well as the housekeeping accounts of the Assembly's Democratic and Republican conferences; the Senate's housekeeping accounts had already been subpoenaed.


"Everything is on the table. We are looking at everything," panel co-chairs Kathleen Rice, Milton Williams Jr. and William Fitzpatrick said in a joint statement.


The legislative subpoenas will be issued to lawmakers' employers to compel data concerning those who earn more than $20,000 per year in outside pay.  For the many legislators in that category who are also practicing lawyers, including Assembly Speaker Sheldon Silver, the panel is seeking the identities of legal clients.


The development adds a dramatic twist after weeks in which Cuomo has been hammered by accounts of his administration's close attention to the panel's operations, and rumors that he might try to find a way to mothball it in exchange for legislative approval of a portion of his ethics reform agenda. 


It was the rejection of that package by legislative leaders this spring that led Cuomo to create the panel in July.


Susan Lerner, executive director of the good-government group Common Cause, called the panel's decision "an encouraging sign that they take their mission and their responsibilities seriously. I think it's important that there's clarification by the panel itself that they intend to move forward." 


The governor and Attorney General Eric Schneiderman — himself a member of the panel — have said they believe any subpoenas sent by the commission to lawmakers would be upheld in court. 




South Carolina -- A panel of state senators said they do not support changing the process of enforcing the state’s ethics laws.

The lawmakers met to hear public testimony on whether they should change the state’s laws governing how much money politicians can raise for their campaigns, how they can spend it and who should hear allegations of unethical behavior against elected officials.

The panel is the fifth different legislative committee to study ethics reform in the past year. The issue has received attention because of a series of scandals, including the resignation of the state’s lieutenant governor and a Charleston state senator as well as unprecedented investigations of a sitting governor and S.C. House speaker.

Reform advocates – including the League of Women Voters, Common Cause, the Coastal Conservation League and the Conservation Voters of South Carolina – urged lawmakers to establish an independent ethics committee made up of private citizens to investigate ethics complaints against lawmakers.

“Overall, there is little transparency, and the public must wonder if the majority of offenders are being identified and appropriate action taken,” said Lynn Teague, advocacy director for the S.C. chapter of the League of Women Voters.

But state Sen. Luke Rankin of Horry said the public does not seem interested in ethics reform.  “Not one person has mentioned anything to me (who) is not inside this political arena,” said Rankin, chairman of the Senate Ethics Committee.  “I find it kind of curious there was no hue and cry.”

State Sen. Darrell Jackson of Richland, said the Senate Ethics Committee, made up of senators, did its job by investigating former Sen. Robert Ford on charges of misusing campaign money.  Ford resigned in the middle of those hearings.

“It was emotionally painful to all of us . . . but, at the end of the day, the right thing was done,” Jackson said.  “Perhaps, the public sees that and, perhaps, that’s why they are not stopping us at grocery stores.”

Reform advocates said the public is interested in ethics reform.  “If you ask your constituents about ethics, you may get lukewarm responses,” said Rebecca Haynes, a lobbyist with the Conservation Voters.  “(But) if you ask them about corruption or the appearance of corruption, you will get marching orders to clear up the confusion and adopt clear and understandable rules.”

State senators are scheduled to debate the ethics reform bill, H. 3945, when they return to Columbia in January.  The bill already has passed the House.  But Senate President Pro Tem John Courson of Richland indicated the bill might be changed significantly in the Senate.

Courson began the recent meeting by reminding those attending of Operation Lost Trust, the 1990 FBI investigation that led to the indictment of 17 people.  After that scandal, a Senate committee – including Courson – met to begin crafting what became the 1991 Ethics Reform Act, which lawmakers are debating changing.

“We had to start from Genesis, creating meaningful ethics legislation in this state with the knowledge, going in, that we cannot legislate morality,” Courson said.  “If we could, we wouldn’t have 22,000 people in our prison system.  But we can put up roadblocks to make it more difficult for people” to do the wrong thing. 


Texas - More than 30 Texas legislators are hoping to cash in on the big Longhorn-Sooner rivalry game in Dallas, but they're not relying on bookies or their betting prowess.


The annual Red River Rivalry football game between the University of Texas and Oklahoma University is increasingly becoming a fundraising hotspot for lawmakers in both parties, who can rely on plenty of deep-pocketed donors to be in Dallas for the game-day festivities.  While most of the legislators holding fundraisers represent districts in the Dallas area, recently more lawmakers from across the state, like state Reps. Ken King of Canadian, and Todd Hunter of Corpus Christi, are going to Dallas hoping to score big financially at the Cotton Bowl.


Deborah Ingersoll, an Austin lobbyist who has worked in Texas politics for more than 20 years, said the tradition of Texas politicians fundraising around the big game, once a mostly local affair, has grown tremendously.  She organizes an annual guide of legislative fundraising surrounding the game and said this is the biggest year she has seen yet.


“It’s actually pretty smart because all the lobbyists are already up there for the game,” Ingersoll said.  “The lobbyists, the big money donors, everyone is at the Texas-OU game.”


Ingersoll said the game is a reflection of a larger trend in political fundraising for state legislators.  “Twenty years ago, Texas senators basically had one fundraiser in their district and one in Austin at the Austin Club each year,” Ingersoll said.  “Now they are all over and occur more often.”


State Sen. Royce West of Dallas, said he has been focusing his main annual fundraiser around the game for about 20 years.  “It’s something that we have got a lot of people in town for, and so it is a good time to have an event,” West said.

State Rep. Chris Turner of Grand Prairie, said that along with the increased foot traffic in Dallas, the game falls close to the November election and provides an opportunity to tie his campaign to tradition.  “Texas-OU is a great Texas tradition, a University of Texas tradition that it is fun to be a part of,” Turner said.


Cal Jillson, a political science professor at Southern Methodist University, said it makes sense that politicians use the game to raise money because it brings together prominent — and wealthy — Texans.


“The Texas-OU game has for decades been a focal point, and so I’m sure that if you think of the executive boxes and those kinds of things, it’s a place that a candidate might well be able to bring things together to split the campaign,” Jillson said.  
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