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Lobbying spending in Kentucky continued its upward trend, as businesses, organizations, and their lobbyists spent $4.18 million in the recent four-month reporting period.

That’s a nine percent increase over the same period in 2011, and keeps lobbying interests on track to easily eclipse that year’s $14.9 million spending record for an odd-numbered year, in which the legislative session is only 30 days long.  More than $11.9 million was spent on lobbying in the first eight months of this year.

The top ten spenders in the May 1 to August 31 period were: Kentucky Chamber of Commerce ($90,184); Altria Client Services ($76,878); Kentucky Hospital Association ($46,881); Coal Operators & Associates ($45,000); Houchens Industries ($44,000); Kentucky Justice Association ($41,134); Buffalo Trace Distillery ($40,000); Hewlett Packard ($40,000); Century Aluminum of Kentucky ($40,000); and Kentucky Medical Association ($38,056).

The next ten biggest spenders include: National Tobacco Company ($30,000); Jefferson County Public Schools ($26,758); Atmos Energy ($26,000); Churchill Downs ($25,251); KentuckyOne Health ($25,198); LifePoint Hospitals ($25,064); Home Builders Association of Kentucky ($24,913); Bluegrass New Directions ($24,660); Kentucky Cable Telecommunications Association ($24,520); and Coventry Health Care ($24,233).
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So far this year, employers and their lobbyists have spent over $126,000 on receptions, meals and events for members of the General Assembly.  Recently, “Kentucky Night” events at national legislative conferences gave Kentucky lobbyists the chance to talk with legislators in Atlanta (National Conference of State Legislatures), Mobile, Alabama (Southern Legislative Conference), and Chicago (American Legislative Exchange Council).

At NCSL, 74 employers of lobbyists, along with 20 lobbyists, spent $13,314 on legislators at an event at Ventanas, a rooftop event space overlooking downtown Atlanta.  At SLC in Mobile, 81 employers and 22 lobbyists spent $7,986 on legislators at an event at Battle House Renaissance Mobile Hotel, and at ALEC’s meeting in Chicago, 35 employers of lobbyists and 13 lobbyists spent $3,151 on legislators on an Odyssey dinner cruise on Lake Michigan.

Other events held during the recent reporting period include:  the Kentucky Country Ham Breakfast at the State Fair, where the Kentucky Farm Bureau Federation spent $4,200 on members of the General Assembly; the Business Economic Summit in Louisville, at which the Kentucky Chamber of Commerce spent $2,495 on legislators; a Kentucky Night event at the Philadelphia meeting of the National Conference of Insurance Legislators, where the Insurance Institute of Kentucky, Investors Heritage Life Insurance, Safelite Autoglass, State Farm Insurance, and Westfield Group, as well as lobbyists for Safelite and Wellpoint-Anthem Blue Cross/Blue Shield spent $1,188 at Del Frisco’s Double Eagle Steak House on members of the Interim Joint Committees on Banking and Insurance and Health and Welfare; and a pre-Derby party at the Derby Museum at Churchill Downs, where Norton Healthcare spent $500 on members of the Interim Joint Committee on Health and Welfare.
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The Legislative Ethics Commission is auditing spending reports filed by employers and lobbyists who are randomly selected from the list of 637 employers and 595 lobbyists.  The audits will determine if lobbying expenditures are correctly reported, and give employers and lobbyists the opportunity to ask questions about the reporting requirements in the Code of Legislative Ethics.
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• Receptions, meals or events paid for by lobbyists or employers of lobbyists should be reported within the reporting period in which they were held.  The Commission believes that reporting expenses as the expenses are paid could lead to delayed reporting and some confusion as 600+ employers would likely structure their payments in a variety of ways.


• Unless the equipment is available to other customers on the same basis, a legislator should not accept electronic equipment from a service provider in the legislator’s home area, if the provider employs a lobbyist.  See KRS 6.751, which prohibits a legislator or his spouse from accepting anything of value from a lobbyist or an employer of lobbyists.


• The Code of Legislative Ethics allows a legislator to donate university basketball tickets to a foundation for a fundraising auction, with proceeds of the auction going to scholarships.

• The Code of Legislative Ethics, at KRS 6.764, specifically allows a legislator to “serve on the faculty or staff of any of the state universities”.

• KRS 6.744 in the Code of Legislative Ethics allows a legislator to contact a state agency with information regarding an application for certification as a minority and women business enterprise.  If the certification is denied, a Commission opinion (OLEC 93-21) appears to allow a legislator to support a constituent’s appeal in such a case, but a legislator should not contact a hearing officer who is involved in the appeal.

 
• The Code of Legislative Ethics does not allow an employer of lobbyists to give a game ticket to an individual legislator.  KRS 6.611 defines what a “thing of value” is; KRS 6.811(4) prohibits an employer or lobbyist from giving something of value to “a legislator, his spouse, or child”; and KRS 6.751(2) prohibits a legislator or his spouse from accepting anything of value from a lobbyist or an employer.









K Street suffers from identity crisis
The Hill - By Megan R. Wilson - September 25, 2013 

The stigma associated with being a registered lobbyist has created an identity crisis for K Street.  The American League of Lobbyists is considering removing “lobbyist” from its name as its members increasingly brand themselves as consultants and public relations experts.

The move, which was first reported by The Hill, is part of a broader debate among industry players about whether they should embrace or run away from their namesake.   “The dirty little secret is, lawyers and lawyers who are lobbyists’ primary job is not to be popular,” said Nick Allard, a partner at Patton Boggs and the dean of Brooklyn Law School.

“Your job is to be an effective advocate for your client, whether or not they’re popular.  Your job is to follow the rules and make an effective case,” Allard said. 

But some in the industry say it would be a relief to try and shed the negative connotations that come with the term.  “It sucks to have your grandmother look down on what you do,” said a lobbyist for a Fortune 500 company who requested anonymity to speak freely.

There has undoubtedly been a broad shift away from the “lobbyist” label in recent years, with many going out of their way to avoid registering.  The number of active registered lobbyists in Washington is at a 14-year low, according to the Center for Responsive Politics.  While the group counts 10,290 registered lobbyists for 2013, there were 14,842 in 2007.

Bob Walker, the executive chairman of Wexler & Walker Public Policy Associates, says the rhetoric about K Street has created a “perverse bogeyman” that has harmed the policy process.   “The reality is, lobbyists spend as much time educating their clients about Washington as they do representing those clients,” he said.

Allard, who has penned several op-eds and academic papers encouraging more transparency in the lobbying industry, says those who work in advocacy should be passionate about the causes they represent and take pride in their work.  “What any lobbyist can do, another lobbyist can undo,” he added.  “You better have a good case to sustain your result.” 

See the full story here:  http://thehill.com/business-a-lobbying/321121-association-founded-to-defend-k-street-considers-dropping-lobbyist-from-its-name
Former Rep. Dick told to pay $18,000 for ethics violations

ALASKA - Anchorage Daily News - By Lisa Demer - September 11, 2013  


Former state Rep. Alan Dick is being ordered to pay nearly $18,000 related to a series of ethical violations, including temporarily living with his wife and son in his Fairbanks office, using public money for campaign travel, and using his staff to prep him for a candidate debate, under a decision issued by a legislative ethics panel.


The state House panel, which includes two fellow representatives, was forceful in its criticism of Dick's behavior.

"Representative Dick had a cavalier mindset when it came to conducting the public's business in a manner that preserved the integrity of the legislative process and avoided conflicts of interest," the decision by the subcommittee of the Select Committee on Legislative Ethics said.


Dick is a one-term legislator defeated in the 2012 general election. Under state law, the ethics panel retains jurisdiction for five years after a legislator leaves office, according to Joyce Anderson, Ethics Committee administrator.


Dick told the committee he was confused about whether the candidate debate was related to his position as a legislator.  The committee found that "a legislator would most definitely be able to distinguish" between a candidate debate and a forum in which a legislator is on a panel addressing a current issue.


Dick was "constantly reminded by staff in 2011 and 2012 that candidate, campaign, political party, and fund raising activities must not be performed in a state facility, with the use of government resources, or by staff on government time," the decision said.  Dick also repeatedly combined campaign travel with state-funded legislative travel even though that's not allowed, the decision said.  He was reimbursed with campaign funds and state funds for the same trips. 

See the full story here:  http://www.adn.com/2013/09/11/3070738/former-rep-dick-ordered-to-pay.html#storylink=cpy
Report details spending by former Arkansas senator

ARKANSAS - Associated Press -  ANDREW DeMILL, Associated Press 

By Andrew DeMillo - September 18, 2013 

Page 1 of 1


A former Arkansas state senator who resigned after the state Ethics Commission said he illegally spent thousands in campaign funds could only identify less than a quarter of the more than $63,000 spent by his campaign as legitimately related to his re-election bid, documents show.


The Arkansas Ethics Commission released 127 pages of documents related to the investigation of former Sen. Paul Bookout, who stepped down last month after he was reprimanded and fined by the panel.  A special prosecutor has been appointed to see whether the ex-lawmaker from Jonesboro should face any criminal charges.


The panel ruled that Bookout, a former state Senate president, spent more than $53,000 from his re-election bid on clothing, home theater equipment and dozens of other personal items.  He was fined $8,000 and reprimanded by the panel.


"Throughout his statement, Mr. Bookout used the words 'poor judgment' and 'too casual' to describe his bookkeeping," according to a letter Commission Attorney Todd Elder wrote to the panel in July.


The documents detailed spending that the panel had cited as illegal.  The spending included $5,043 for women's clothing and accessories, $8,402 for home theater equipment and installation, and $1,305 for golf equipment and clothes at a country club.  The panel also said more than $18,000 from the campaign was transferred to Bookout's personal bank account.


Invoices released by the commission showed that the women's clothing was purchased by Bookout's wife and daughter at Steamroller Blues, a Jonesboro store.  The home theater equipment included a 65-inch Samsung 3D television for Bookout's home.  Other expenses listed on campaign checking account statements included meals at various restaurants and purchases at sporting goods stores.

See the full story here: http://www.sfgate.com/news/article/Report-details-spending-by-former-Arkansas-senator-4824940.php
Three fined for covert lobbying in California

CALIFORNIA - Sacramento Bee - By Laurel Rosenhall - September 10, 2013


Three well-connected partners in the prominent California Strategies public affairs firm have agreed to pay fines to California’s political watchdog agency for trying to influence state government decisions without registering as lobbyists. 


Jason Kinney, Rusty Areias, and Winston Hickox violated state law when they “crossed over the line which separates policy consultants from lobbyists,” says a proposed settlement from the Fair Political Practices Commission.  The settlement requires all three to register as lobbyists and, along with their firm, pay a combined fine of $40,500.


It’s just the second time in recent history that the FPPC has prosecuted anyone for failing to register as a lobbyist, the settlement says.  But it reveals a practice many Sacramento lobbyists say has become pervasive at the Capitol: “shadow lobbying” by former politicians and high-level staff members who leave government to consult for private industry without disclosing themselves as lobbyists. 


The practice creates an unfair playing field that registered lobbyists have complained about in recent years.  Lobbyists who register with the state must file quarterly reports stating who’s paying them and how much.  They must take annual ethics classes, post their pictures on the scretary of state’s website and are banned from giving campaign contributions to anyone running for state office.  Consultants who don’t register as lobbyists operate with virtually no rules.


The FPPC’s prosecution of the case has the potential to shake up the lobbying business in Sacramento, said Phillip Ung, an advocate with California Common Cause, which promotes government transparency.


“We hope it sends a message that you can’t be in the shadow lobbying business anymore without the threat of being caught,” Ung said.  “For a long time I think the consultants thought the FPPC enforcement on this issue was rare.  This shows the FPPC is taking this issue seriously, and those who wish to break the rules should take this issue seriously, too.”


In settling with the FPPC, the three acknowledge that over the last two years they lobbied the Legislature and Air Resources Board without registering and publicly reporting their clients and income, as state law requires of lobbyists.  In total, the three men failed to disclose $84,000 of lobbying payments over the last two years, the FPPC settlement says, “depriving the public of information regarding a significant amount of lobbying activity.” 


See the full story here: http://www.sacbee.com/2013/09/10/5722115/three-fined-for-covert-lobbying.html
Apologetic Nassi gets 28 months in Donovan campaign scandal

CONNECTICUT - The Hartford Courant - By Dave Altimari - September 19, 2013


An apologetic Joshua Nassi, the manager for former House Speaker Christopher Donovan's ill-fated congressional campaign, was sentenced to 28 months in federal prison for his role in hiding the sources of campaign contributions.


Nassi, 35, addressed U.S. District Judge Janet Bond Arterton for 12 minutes, apologized several times for his role in a scheme to pass conduit contributions to Donovan's campaign in exchange for assurances that legislation aimed at increasing taxes on roll-your-own tobacco shops would be killed in the legislature.

Saying Nassi was central to the scheme because he provided "access to Mr. Donovan," Arterton issued a sentence at the high end of the federal guidelines of 24 to 30 months.  He must report to prison by Oct. 30. 


"Character is said to be what you do when nobody is looking and here, unbeknownst to Mr. Nassi, the FBI was looking, listening and watching and the result is he got caught in this ludicrously crass effort to corrupt," Arterton said.


Before issuing her sentence, Arterton referenced previous political scandals that resulted in people calling "our state Corrupticut" and the need to send a message that political corruption will not be tolerated.


Nassi was the fifth of the eight defendants indicted in 2012 to be sentenced for their roles in a scheme that saw the owners of a roll-your-own tobacco store in Waterbury funnel $27,000 to Donovan's congressional campaign while hiding the identity of the donors.  Donovan has not been charged, and has denied any wrongdoing.


In exchange, the group sought assurances from Nassi that Donovan would prevent a vote on a bill that would have increased taxes on the smoke shops.  The bill never made it through the House during the regular legislative session, but a law taxing the smoke shops was passed during a special session that followed the exposure of the conspiracy.


Nassi told the court that when he listened to conversations recorded by the FBI and read prosecution reports, "I was constantly asking myself what was I thinking?  I am personally appalled when I look back at what I did," he said.  "I had a duty to stop all of this as soon as it was brought to my attention and I failed.  I am sorry to my family, friends, co-workers and everyone who hears about this story and thinks differently about our government."


See the full story here: http://www.courant.com/news/connecticut/hc-nassi-sentenced-20130919,0,4454266.story
Lobbying the media pivotal to legislative issues

FLORIDA - Sunshine State News - By Dara Kam - September 6, 2013

When Associated Industries of Florida wanted to get a bill passed about an obscure metal-theft issue, the business lobbying group turned to Cory Tilley to sell the idea to lawmakers and the public.

Tilley, a onetime spokesman for former Gov. Jeb Bush and founder of the CoreMessage public relations firm, and his team created the "Floridians for Copper and Metal Theft Prevention" coalition and circulated a heart-tugging story of a Miami pedestrian struck and killed by a car on a road that had been left in the dark after metal thieves dismantled a streetlight for its copper wires. The bill passed.


It's not a new idea, but more and more lobbyists are relying on PR firms like Tilley's to pitch their messages to media outlets and lawmakers in an attempt to sway public opinion and make it easier to win votes for or against issues.


Out-of-state gambling giants like Las Vegas Sands and Genting relied heavily on Tallahassee PR firms in 2012 in a failed attempt to convince the Legislature to approve "destination resort" Las Vegas-style casinos in South Florida.  Gambling will be front-and-center during the 2014 legislative session, and players on all sides are recruiting aid from PR firms to boost their odds of success.

The messaging is as important as the lobbying on some issues, said Tallahassee lobbyist Nick Iarossi.  He has hired a firm headed by Ron Sachs, who served as communications chief to the late Gov. Lawton Chiles, to handle PR for gambling client Las Vegas Sands.


"If your messaging is off in the press, you're never going to get a legislator to vote a certain way.  So providing the political cover from a PR perspective allows for an easier pathway to a lobbying success," Iarossi said.  "And it can work the other way just as importantly.  If you're in opposition to an issue, ensuring that the press is aware of the negative consequences of a certain piece of legislation is key to defeating that piece of legislation."


Public relations pros handle social media, create coalitions like the one that helped secure passage of the anti-metal theft law and make sure lawmakers and the press hear from "real people" concerned about particular issues.  Like CoreMessage and Sachs Communications, many of Tallahassee's numerous PR firms are staffed or founded by communications professionals who built relationships with the media while working as spokesmen for the state's top elected officials, political parties or state agencies.


Unlike paid advertising about issues, "earned media," or news stories, lend an air of authenticity that resonates with lawmakers, Tilley said.


"If lawmakers and decision-makers see a series of positive stories about an issue, they're much more likely to look at this from a credible perspective as opposed to a special interest looking for a legislative change," he said.  "The more third-party voices that we're able to bring to the table in those stories help because (lawmakers) see there's people out there that want these changes made.  It's a constant battle to try to define your issue and if you can define it in the media in a positive manner you've got a leg up on your competition."

The link between lobbyists and PR has boomed over the past five years, and it isn't going to subside, said Sarah Bascom, president of Bascom Communications & Consulting.  "Adding a PR firm to the budget or the team used to be a luxury.  Now it's becoming more and more of a necessity and an expected expenditure," she said.


Although many reporters might disagree, Bascom said she considers firms like hers as "conduits to the media" rather than media lobbyists.  "We call the client and say you need to call that reporter back.  They may say they don't like to talk to the press.  Our answer is you can either attempt to educate and influence a story or sit back and let it happen to you," said Bascom, who was a spokeswoman for former Senate President Jim King.

See the full story here: http://www.sunshinestatenews.com/story/lobbying-media-pivotal-legislative-issues
Clock running out on free football tickets for politicians

GEORGIA - Marietta Daily Journal - By Ray Henry - Associated PressSeptember 15, 2013

One college football tradition in Georgia will soon disappear: letting politicians into the stadium for free.


A new law taking effect next year bans lobbyists from giving Georgia’s politicians free college football tickets, a rite as well-established as Game Day beer and barbecue in the football-obsessed South.  As the season kicks off, lobbyists and lawmakers are squeezing in a few more free games before the prohibition takes effect Jan. 1.


Disclosure reports show that lobbyists have given Georgia politicians almost $1,400 in college football tickets and related entertainment since the start of the season in late August.  That’s just the beginning.  Last year, registered lobbyists shelled out more than $14,000 in tickets and perks at college football games, according to an Associated Press review of the spending reports that lobbyists must file.


Many lawmakers get tickets in Georgia because the Legislature controls the $6.4 billion higher education budget, including the almost $1.9 billion that comes directly from state coffers.  A free ticket probably won’t swing a vote, said William Perry, executive director of Common Cause Georgia.  However, he described the tickets as just one part of the unchecked lobbyist spending that distorted Georgia politics.


“What happens is that it creates a culture, a luxury of lifestyle for our elected officials,” Perry said.


Just having access to tickets can be a nice perk.  Spending on football tickets accounted for just over 1 percent of the $1.3 million that lobbyists spent in 2012.  That underestimates the value of the tickets considering most games played by the University of Georgia are sold out.  Average fans cannot get inside a stadium unless they pay markups or have season tickets, which require mandatory “donations” and sitting on a waiting list.

Get elected to office, and you can go for free.  UGA spent about $9,500 on tickets for public officials last year.  This year, it’s invited state lawmakers to an Oct. 12 game against Missouri. Tickets for that game were selling Friday from a low of $74.99 to a high of $1,127.50 on StubHub, an online ticket market.

The practice isn’t limited to Georgia.  State lawmakers can buy tickets at face value to see top-ranked Alabama play, while fans would need to make annual donations for a similar opportunity.  Ethics officials scolded the University of Wisconsin in 2005 for allowing 11 state lawmakers to buy tickets to sold-out football games.


“The university should know better and shouldn’t put elected officials at risk,” Ethics Board Director Roth Judd said at the time.  “It’s not good policy for the university to try to curry favor by providing perks to elected officials it doesn’t make available to ordinary citizens.”


Old habits die hard. Finally pressured this year into passing a bill that restricted lobbyist spending, Georgia lawmakers initially included a loophole that would have allowed colleges and universities to hand out free sports tickets.  One critic called it the “championship provision,” and that provision did not become law.


See the full story here:  http://mdjonline.com/view/full_story/23612221/article-Clock-running-out-on-free-football-tickets-for-politicians?instance=secondary_story_bullets_left_column
Missouri House speaker says he will close outside company
MISSOURI - Kansas City Star - By Dave Helling – September 17, 2013 

Missouri House Speaker Tim Jones told a St. Louis-based news website that he will close the company he set up to handle outside legal work for private clients. 

Jones, from Eureka, told the St. Louis Beacon that the Missouri Freedom Alliance LLC will be shut down. 

A Kansas City Star article examined Jones’ relationship with the Missouri Freedom Alliance.  In an interview for that report, Jones initially said he provided basic legislative advice to the company’s clients.  Some critics called the business a potential conflict of interest.

He later changed his explanation, telling the newspaper that his services to Missouri Freedom Alliance customers were unrelated to the legislative process.  He repeated the statement to the Beacon.

Jones declined to comment to The Star.  He told the Beacon that the Missouri Freedom Alliance was set up in 2007 as a place to put his outside private work in case he lost his job with a law firm.  Jones began his legislative career in 2007.

“I do not do political consulting,” Jones told the website.  “I do not do lobbying.  I do not work on campaigns, except for free.”

See the full story here: http://www.kansascity.com/2013/09/16/4486198/missouri-house-speaker-says-he.html
Rep. Penny Hubbard provided key vote for overrides; son got lobbying jobs

MISSOURI - St. Louis Post Dispatch - By Virginia Young - September 13, 2013

Rep. Penny Hubbard from St. Louis proved to be a key swing vote for two issues in the Legislature.

She initially voted against a bill limiting lawsuits against the Doe Run Resources Co. But later, Hubbard joined in overriding Gov. Jay Nixon’s veto of the bill.


One day earlier, her son, Rodney Hubbard, had gotten a lobbying job with Doe Run, according to Missouri Ethics Commission records.


Penny Hubbard also changed her position on a bill limiting lawsuits by uninsured motorists. She gave that override the minimum number of votes needed to pass.  The Missouri Insurance Coalition, which led that drive, also had hired Rodney Hubbard as a lobbyist, on Aug. 21.


Rodney Hubbard insisted he had nothing to do with his mother’s votes.  “I don’t even know how she voted on the issues because she wasn’t on my list” of legislators to court, he said.


Doe Run said Rodney Hubbard was not hired to lobby his mother.  Penny Hubbard was already on board when her son joined the team, said Jane Dueker, a St. Louis lawyer who lobbies for Doe Run.


Asked whether Penny Hubbard was a key vote on the insurance bill, the sponsor, Rep. Paul Wieland, said:  “When you get 109, every single person was an important vote.  I don’t know if that’s anything unusual. I didn’t necessarily talk to Penny myself personally, so I don’t know who educated her.”


Organizations and companies often add lobbyists right before important votes.  Typically, the newly hired lobbyists have close relationships - though not usually family ties - with key lawmakers whose support is needed.


The Doe Run bill was one of the hot-button topics on the agenda at the veto session.  At issue was whether to cap damage awards to people who say they have suffered exposure to lead mine tailings and chat piles in St. Francois County.

Doe Run, which owns the old mining sites, has said that huge damage awards could force it out of business.  Under the bill, the company will face no more than $2.5 million in punitive damages for each lawsuit.


In his veto message, Gov. Jay Nixon said restricting punitive damages against Doe Run would violate the constitutional ban on passing “special laws” tailored to certain companies.


In May, the House passed the bill on a vote of 94-63, 15 short of the 109 votes needed to override the veto.  In the veto session, the House overrode the veto on a vote of 110-50.  The Senate later followed suit on a vote of 26-8.


While the Doe Run vote was close, the uninsured driver bill was closer.


That bill will bar drivers who lack insurance from collecting noneconomic damages from insured drivers in motor vehicle accidents.  In his veto message, Nixon said the bill was “riddled with ambiguity” that will lead to lawsuits.


In May, the bill passed with 104 House votes, so supporters needed to hold those votes and recruit five more to reach the two-thirds majority.  House leaders left the voting board open for about 20 minutes while they persuaded members on the fence to support the override.  They closed the board when they got 109.


Rodney Hubbard is a registered lobbyist for 13 clients, including four that were added in the weeks leading up to the veto session.  Besides Doe Run and the insurance coalition, other recent additions were the St. Louis mayor’s office and Brown & Associates, a St. Louis-based lobbying firm.  Hubbard said Brown hired him for “stuff unrelated to Jefferson City.”


See the full story here:  http://www.stltoday.com/news/local/govt-and-politics/political-fix/rep-penny-hubbard-provided-key-vote-for-two-overrides-son/article_f90afd9c-0fff-5693-ac59-65296842fd9a.html
NH has some of the most permissive ethics laws in the nation 

NEW HAMPSHIRE - The Nashua Telegraph - By Kevin Landrigan - September 15, 2013 

The controversy that followed former Senate President Peter Bragdon’s intent to become the CEO of the quasi-public Local Government Center and remain as Senate leader presented significant questions about the state ethics laws. 


Why was it allowed under the state’s laws and legislative ethics rules?  What does it say about New Hampshire’s political culture at the Statehouse that it was passed off as acceptable?


Bragdon’s abrupt change of heart to resign the Senate presidency on Sept. 2 and turn the gavel over to Salem Sen. Chuck Morse doesn’t really change the ethical landscape.


There are varying opinions about whether Bragdon stepping down as Senate president but retaining his Senate seat says something noble and charming or something troubling about the state’s system.


Former Securities Regulation Director Mark Connolly quit in January 2011 over the state’s handling of the Financial Resources Mortgage scandal and has been outspoken about the state’s lax ethics laws.


 “When I talk about the influence of lobbyists in Concord and the fact our election and ethics laws are so weak, people are amazed I’m talking about New Hampshire, since we have this image of a large, voluntary, corrupt-free Legislature,” Connolly said.


“I applaud Senator Bragdon for realizing he couldn’t do both jobs.  But the reality is people out there become more and more cynical when they see this stuff.  “I don’t think this is a one-off and just the issue of the day.  To me, this is a systemic problem our policymakers really need to look at.”


There’s no disputing New Hampshire is among the most permissive states when it comes to allowing its elected officials to work in the private or public sector.  Here are a few examples from the Center for Ethics in Government at the National Conference of State Legislatures:


Government contracting: Forty states place restrictions on whether legislators or family members in a private or public business may do business with government in some form; New Hampshire does not.


Dual employment: There are 21 states that restrict outside employment for their elected officials; New Hampshire isn’t one of them.

State government work: Thirty-three states restrict their elected officials and families from doing work for state government; New Hampshire has no such limitation.


Natalie O’Donnell Wood, principal planner with the Center for Ethics in Government, said legislators tailor their own laws and rules on conduct in response to scandals or conflicts that receive public and media attention.


“There are a variety of factors, scandals that take place, reformers who get elected committed to changing the system, and sometimes just a groundswell of public opinion,” O’Donnell Wood said.


O’Donnell Wood said the lack of restrictions on outside income in New Hampshire isn’t surprising.  “The issue with dual employment for legislators in New Hampshire who are so low-paid is you get a lot of people who are citizens willing to serve, and many of them are folks who might have been or are connected to those with public sector jobs,” O’Donnell Wood said.


New Hampshire has the largest and lowest-paid Legislature in the nation: $100 a year, plus mileage – $25 extra to be House speaker or Senate president – with 400 House members who have fewer constituents than most local selectmen or city councilors.


See the full story here: http://www.nashuatelegraph.com/news/1015918-469/nh-has-some-of-the-most-permissive.html
Anticorruption panel tells legislators: Disclose outside work and clients

NEW YORK - The Associated Press - September 6, 2013

New York’s new corruption-fighting commission is asking all state lawmakers to provide details never required before about their outside work, including a list of law clients, prompting the Legislature to hire a lawyer for a possible challenge to the panel’s authority. 

The request by the Commission to Investigate Public Corruption came on the heels of a half-dozen federal indictments against lawmakers this spring and questions about whether lucrative outside employment could create conflicts of interest. 

According to a letter sent by the commission late last month, and obtained by The Associated Press, all state legislators must provide information about outside employment that paid more than $20,000 in 2012 - a description of the work performed and how pay was determined.  For the many lawyers in the Legislature, the letter also said they must provide “a list of your clients in any civil matters or in any publicly filed criminal matters.” 

Under current ethics laws, the part-time lawmakers, who are paid $79,500, have to check off a salary range for other employment.  They are not required to identify clients who could pose conflicts of interest, something lawmakers have long blocked.  They have argued that their clients’ identities were protected under attorney-client privilege. 

Recent ethics disclosures show that Senate leader Dean G. Skelos of Long Island, makes as much as $250,000 a year at a law firm, and that Sheldon Silver, the Assembly speaker from Manhattan, makes up to $450,000 at another. 

Gov. Andrew M. Cuomo created the commission under the state’s Moreland Act two months ago to investigate corruption in state government, with the power to interview witnesses, hold hearings and seize evidence. 

But under that law, such a commission can investigate executive branch agencies, not the Legislature.  The Assembly hired a lawyer to advise the chamber, raising the first legal concerns about the commission’s authority. 

See the full story here:  http://www.nytimes.com/2013/09/07/nyregion/anticorruption-panel-tells-state-legislators-to-disclose-outside-work-and-clients.html?_r=0
New York legislators’ secret income
By New York Times Editorial Board – September 23, 2013

Considering the scandals in the New York State Legislature, one would think that battered lawmakers would be eager to clean up their reputation.  Instead, they’ve hired lawyers to fight a new anticorruption commission’s efforts to find out precisely where they earn outside income.  This fight, they insist, is all about maintaining a separation of powers and protecting the Legislature from an intrusive executive.  The real reason is that revealing income sources could also uncover conflicts of interest. 

New York, like many other states, has a part-time Legislature; the 212 members get a base salary of $79,500, plus leadership bonuses and expenses.  Now the Moreland Commission to Investigate Public Corruption, created by Gov. Andrew Cuomo and staffed with top-flight lawyers and prosecutors, has started asking about the private business deals lawmakers have kept hidden for decades. 

Even where state law requires some minimal disclosure, legislators have made it hard to find the details.  To take just one obstacle, lawmakers fill out disclosure forms by hand; when the form was posted on the Internet this summer, it took two public interest groups, Common Cause/NY and New York Public Interest Research Group; a newspaper, The New York World at Columbia University; and two interns working for two weeks to make sense of it all. 

What they found merely whets the appetite for even greater disclosure.  The Assembly speaker, Sheldon Silver, made up to $920,000 for his work with a law firm and his investments; a Senate leader, Dean Skelos, earned as much as $263,000 in legal work, investments and deferred compensation.  All told, 115 of the 212 legislators earned income on the side. 


Crucially, however, these raw numbers do not show in detail where that money comes from, and thus where the conflicts of interest may lie.  Is this legal client pushing a particular piece of legislation?  Is that insurance company seeking a tax exemption? 


Last week, lawmakers rebuffed a request for details of outside employment in 2012 of more than $20,000, including private law clients.  The commission will have to subpoena those records, including lists of lawyers’ clients. 


The Moreland commission was instructed to investigate any corrupt corner of state government, including the legislative and executive branches.  It is also expected to propose crucial reforms in December to help clean up Albany’s ingrained corruption.  The commission should not back down, no matter how desperate state politicians may be to keep Albany the way it is.
Lobbying firm hit with $20,000 fine

NEW YORK - Politics on the Hudson - By Joseph Spector - September 12, 2013 


The Joint Commission on Public Ethics said the powerful lobbying firm Mercury Public Affairs has paid a $20,000 fine “for failing to file and for submitting incomplete and inaccurate filings in 2011 and 2012.”

The firm employs several high-profile names in New York politics, including former New York City Councilman Fernando Ferrer, former Assemblyman Daniel Burling, and former aides to Gov. George Pataki: Kieran Mahoney and Michael McKeon. 

The watchdog agency said that during the time period, some disclosures made by Mercury were “incomplete, inaccurate, or not filed at all.  These missing, incomplete, and inaccurate filings related not only to Mercury’s role as a retained lobbyist, but also as a lobbying client, and as a lobbyist lobbying on its own behalf,” JCOPE said.

See the full story here: http://polhudson.lohudblogs.com/2013/09/12/lobbying-firm-hit-with-20000-fine/
Report: Lobbyists shower Texas lawmakers with free football tickets

TEXAS - Associated Press - September 08, 2013


In football-mad Texas the busy season is beginning for lobbyists, who will give away tens of thousands of dollars in tickets to state lawmakers for Cowboys and Texans NFL games, as well as highly anticipated college tilts. 

In a story by David Saleh Rauf, the San Antonio Express-News reported that since 2005, lobbyists have given away sporting tickets worth up to $192,000.  According to state ethics records, tickets went to a combination of lawmakers, state employees and their families.


In 2012 alone, lobbyists doled out sporting tickets valued up to $16,600.


It's the product of state ethics laws that allow lobbyists to shower lawmakers, state employees and their immediate families with freebies, as long as the value doesn't exceed $500 annually.  But lobbyists can give gifts that exceed $500 if they simply split the cost.


Harris County's legislative lineup every season gets invited to a pre-season game in a luxury box with Houston Texans owner Bob McNair - an event held annually since at least 2006, and which has seen McNair give away $46,000 in tickets and around $15,000 for food and drink.


Sometimes, lawmakers have scored tickets for events such as the Rose Bowl, NCAA Sweet 16 and NBA All Star Game.  And they're given free entrance into any home college football game at major universities like Texas and Texas A&M.


In Arlington, lobbyists hired by the Dallas Cowboys use a team suite to host three to four lawmakers at every home game - but there's no one-on-one potential with owner Jerry Jones.


In return for free tickets, lobbyists say they are hoping to make headway on issues that affect teams every legislative session, usually including taxes, traffic and alcohol sales issues.


Football aside, lobbyists have given away around $63,000 in free tickets to sporting events for Texas' baseball and basketball teams since 2005. That includes about $23,000 in free San Antonio Spurs tickets and about $5,500 in Houston Rockets tickets.  But that's only what's being fully disclosed.  Watchdog groups say there's potentially thousands of dollars more in free sporting tickets that never get fully reported.


See full story here: http://abclocal.go.com/ktrk/story?section=news/state&id=9240492
Mining bill most heavily lobbied this year

WISCONSIN - Associated PressSCOTT BAUE, Associated Press  - By Scott Bauer - September 12, 2013 

Page 1 of 1


Lobbyists spent more than 27 hours per Wisconsin lawmaker trying to influence their vote on a proposal that made it easier to open an iron ore mine near Lake Superior.

Aside from the state budget, no other proposal garnered more lobbyist attention in the first half of 2013, the report from the Government Accountability Board showed.  The expansive state budget, introduced at the beginning of every odd-numbered year, traditionally dominates legislative debate and lobbying as it touches on the lives of most residents and dozens of special interests.


More than 309 hours were spent per lawmaker lobbying the budget, the report showed.  The two most heavily lobbied topics were health services and public instruction.


Gov. Scott Walker's budget included his proposal expanding the taxpayer subsidized voucher school program and rejection of federal money to expand Medicaid.  Those issues, along with other proposals related to Medicaid and education funding, dominated legislative debate of the two-year spending plan.


Overall lobbying over the first six months of the year was down compared with 2011 and 2009, despite the intense lobbying effort.  Lobbying organizations reported spending $17.1 million this year.  That is down by 28 percent from the $23.9 million spent in the first six months of 2011. 

Still, lobbyists spent an average of 945 hours lobbying each of Wisconsin's 132 lawmakers over the first six months of the year.  That comes out to more than five hours each day for each senator or state representative.


There were 605 licensed lobbyists this year, down from 803 in 2011.  The Wisconsin Insurance Alliance spent the most on lobbying, $357,167, in the first six months of the year.  It was followed by the Wisconsin Hospital Association, with $323,506, and Wisconsin Manufacturers and Commerce at $294,823.

See the full story here: http://www.sfgate.com/news/article/Mining-bill-most-heavily-lobbied-this-year-4808668.php
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