Minutes

KY Legislative Ethics Commission

February 2, 2026
The Kentucky Legislative Ethics Commission held its regularly scheduled meeting in room 129, Capitol Annex, at 9 a.m.
Commissioners Present: Chairman Dave Nicholas, Christopher Lilly, Derrick Ramsey, Gail Russell, Sal Santoro, Vice-Chairman Mike Shull and Arnold Simpson.
Commissioners Absent: None.
KLEC Staff Present: Donnita Crittenden, James Curless, Robert Jenkins, Larisa Plecha, Steven Pulliam and Lori Smither.
Guests: Anna Whites, Attorney, Representative Daniel Grossberg, and Rick Adams, Attorney.
Chairman Nicholas called the meeting to order at 9:22 a.m.
Chairman Nicholas stated that President of the Senate, Robert Stivers, had appointed Derrick Ramsey to the Commission to fill an unexpired term ending in 2028. Donnita Crittenden, Assistant Executive Director, administered the oath of office.

Chairman Nicholas asked for approval of the minutes of the December 2, 2025 meeting. Mr. Lilly made a motion to approve the minutes as written. Mrs. Russell seconded the motion. All were in favor.
Arnold Simpson arrived at the Commission meeting at 9:31 a.m.
Mr. Santoro made a motion to go into executive session to discuss a potential agreement regarding consolidated cases 24-LEC-03 and 24-LEC-06. Mrs. Russell seconded the motion. All were in favor.
Mr. Simpson made a motion to come out of executive session. Mrs. Russell seconded the motion. All were in favor. Chairman Nicholas stated for the record that all discussions during executive session were limited to the potential agreement and no final agency action was taken.
Chairman Nicholas asked if Representative Grossberg wished to waive his right to an adjudicatory hearing and accept the recommended settlement agreement as set out in the draft presented. Anna Whites, Rep. Grossberg’s attorney, said “yes”. Chairman Nicholas asked Robert Jenkins if he, as enforcement counsel, recommends the Commission accept the settlement agreement presented by Anna Whites and Rep. Daniel Grossberg in cases 24-LEC-03 and 24-LEC-06. Mr. Jenkins answered “yes, that’s what I recommend”.
Mr. Simpson made a motion to accept the proposed agreement to settle, regarding pending consolidated cases 24-LEC-03 and 24-LEC-06. Mrs. Russell seconded the motion. All were in favor.

Chairman Nicholas asked if all Commission members had read over the proposed settlement agreement and if there were any questions. No questions were asked at this time.
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Chairman Nicholas swore in Representative Daniel Grossberg.

Chairman Nicholas asked Rep. Grossberg if he agrees to the proposed finding of probable cause and the public reprimand. Rep. Grossberg answered “I do”.

Chairman Nicholas asked Rep. Grossberg if he “stipulates to language regarding the charges against you stated in the agreement” Rep. Grossberg answered “yes”.
Chairman Nicholas asked Rep. Grossberg if he waives his right to an adjudicatory hearing in this matter, Rep. Grossberg answered “yes”.

Chairman Nicholas asked Rep. Grossberg if he agrees to the findings, violations and imposition of penalties as set forth in the agreed order, Rep. Grossberg answered “yes”.

Chairman Nicholas asked Rep. Grossberg if he waives his right to appeal this matter, Rep. Grossberg answered “yes”.
That concluded the matter before the Commission. Chairman Nicholas signed the agreed order and settlement.
Chairman Nicholas stated all pending motions pertaining to this case are hereby dismissed.
The next regular meeting was scheduled for Monday, March 9, 2026 at 10 a.m. There being no further business, Mr. Lilly made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Mr. Simpson seconded the motion. All were in favor.
