Minutes

KY Legislative Ethics Commission

February 14, 2017
The Kentucky Legislative Ethics Commission held its regularly scheduled meeting at 10:30 a.m. in Room 316, Capitol Building, Frankfort, Ky.

Commissioners Present:  Chairman George Troutman, Vice-Chair Pat Freibert, Bob Fulkerson, Elmer George, Anthony Wilhoit and Ken Winters
Commissioners Absent:  Deborah Jo Durr and Tom Jensen. 
Guests:  Former Representative Tom Riner, Thomas Clay, Attorney for Mr. Riner, Eric Lycan, Attorney for former Representative Denver Butler, and Abby Green, Attorney for Representative McKenzie Cantrell.

LEC Staff Present:  John Schaaf, Donnita Crittenden, James Curless, Kara Daniel, Michael Malone and Lori Smither.

Chairman Troutman called the meeting to order. 

Chairman Troutman asked for approval of the minutes of the January 4, 2017 meeting.  Mr. Winters moved and Vice-Chair Freibert seconded the motion to approve the minutes as written.  All were in favor.

Chairman Troutman asked for a motion to go into executive session to discuss a pending complaint and pending litigation.  Mr. Winters moved and Vice-Chair Freibert seconded the motion. All were in favor.

Chairman Troutman asked for a motion to come out of executive session. Vice-Chair Freibert moved and Mr. Winters seconded the motion. All were in favor.

Mr. Winters made a motion to dismiss case 16-LEC-08, Representative Mary Lou Marzian v. Representative Tom Riner.  Mr. Fulkerson seconded the motion.   All were in favor.

Mr. Wilhoit made a motion to dismiss case 16-LEC-05, Harold T. Watson v. Representative McKenzie Cantrell.  Vice-Chair Freibert seconded the motion.   All were in favor.

In case 16-LEC-06, J. Russell Lloyd v. Representative Denver Butler, KRS Chapter 6 requires the actions of the Commission remain confidential. Chairman Troutman stated the case was treated in a serious manner and the Commission is satisfied the activity complained of will not reoccur.
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John Schaaf presented the staff report.  He said Commission staff have issued multiple informal opinions over the last month.
John Schaaf discussed information received regarding the Bluegrass Institute. The information raises the question of whether the Bluegrass Institute should register with the Kentucky Legislative Ethics Commission. The Commission instructed staff to do further research on the matter.

John Schaaf informed the Commission he had met with the Speaker of the House and the President of the Senate last week to encourage them to appoint someone to the open LRC appointment spot on the Commission.

John Schaaf discussed the budget.  He informed the Commission the budget was in order.  

John Schaaf informed the Commission that Senator Schickel introduced a Senate Bill 152, which would reduce the Current Issues Seminar from 3 hours to .5 hours.
There being no further business, Chairman Troutman adjourned the meeting. 
