Minutes

KY Legislative Ethics Commission

March 13, 2007
The Kentucky Legislative Ethics Commission held its regularly scheduled meeting at 10 a.m. in Room 125 of the Capitol Annex.

Commissioners Present:  Chairman George Troutman, Vice-Chair Rebecca Tomblinson, Trib Ball, Bob Fulkerson, Judge Paul Gudgel, Ann Henn and Congressman Romano Mazzoli.

Commissioners Absent:  Norma Scott.
LEC Staff Present:  Judge Anthony Wilhoit, Donnita Crittenden, Connie Evans and John Schaaf.

Chairman Troutman called the meeting to order.
Chairman Troutman asked for approval of the minutes of the December 12, 2006 meeting.  Congressman Mazzoli moved and Mrs. Henn seconded the motion to approve the minutes as written.  All were in favor.

Judge Wilhoit informed the Commission that staff had been busy working with legislators and lobbyists during the 2007 Legislative Session answering questions and giving out informal opinions.

Judge Wilhoit discussed an anonymous letter received at the Commission office regarding lobbyists being asked by legislators to purchase the legislators’ meals.  Commission instructed staff to address this issue in a newsletter sent out to lobbyists, employers of lobbyists and legislators.

John Schaaf discussed a draft of formal opinion, OLEC 07-02, which deals with whether a non-legislator member of a gubernatorial slate (consisting of a non-legislator and a legislator) may seek the assistance of a legislative agent (lobbyist) to help solicit campaign contributions for the slate?  Congressman Mazzoli made the motion to approve the opinion, which states that a non-legislator/legislator slate may not seek the assistance of a legislative agent to help solicit campaign contributions for the slate.  Mrs. Tomblinson seconded the motion.  All were in favor.
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Congressman Mazzoli suggested that the Commission staff perform a study of the Code of Ethics, Commission opinions, and the laws of other states relating to lobbyists and political fundraising activities.  
Congressman Mazzoli said the Commission could review the information and make any recommendations the Commission might agree upon.  Chairman Troutman created a subcommittee to review this issue.  The subcommittee will consist of Congressman Mazzoli, Mrs. Henn, Judge Gudgel and Judge Wilhoit.
Chairman Troutman asked for a motion to adjourn.  Mr. Fulkerson moved and Mrs. Henn seconded the motion.  All were in favor. 
