Minutes

KY Legislative Ethics Commission

May 9, 2017
The Kentucky Legislative Ethics Commission held its regularly scheduled meeting at 10:30 a.m. in Room 129, Capitol Annex, Frankfort, Ky.

Commissioners Present:  Chairman George Troutman, Vice-Chair Pat Freibert, Bob Fulkerson, Elmer George, Tony Goetz and Anthony Wilhoit.
Commissioners Absent:  Tom Jensen and Ken Winters. 
Guests:  Representative Daniel Elliott.

LEC Staff Present:  John Schaaf, Donnita Crittenden, James Curless, Kara Daniel, Michael Malone and Lori Smither.

Chairman Troutman called the meeting to order. 

Chairman Troutman stated the Speaker of the House and President of the Senate had jointly appointed Anthony Goetz to the Commission as the LRC appointment to fill a term ending in April 2020, and President of the Senate Robert Stivers re-appointed Pat Freibert and Senator Tom Jensen to four-year terms.  Judge Wilhoit administered the oath of office.

Anthony Wilhoit made a motion to re-elect George Troutman as chairman and Pat Freibert as vice-chair of the Commission.  Mr. Fulkerson seconded the motion.  All were in favor.

Chairman Troutman asked for approval of the minutes of the February 14, 2017 meeting.  Vice-Chair Freibert moved and Mr. Wilhoit seconded the motion to approve the minutes as written.  All were in favor.

Chairman Troutman asked for a motion to go into executive session to discuss a pending complaint and personnel issues.  Mr. George moved and Mr. Fulkerson seconded the motion. All were in favor.

Chairman Troutman asked for a motion to come out of executive session. Vice-Chair Freibert moved and Mr. Fulkerson seconded the motion. All were in favor.

Mr. Wilhoit made a motion to dismiss case 16-LEC-07, Derrick Collett v. Representative Daniel Elliott based on lack of evidence to find probable cause.  Mr. Goetz seconded the motion.   All were in favor.
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John Schaaf presented the staff report.  He said Commission staff have issued multiple informal opinions over the last few months.
Chairman Troutman discussed the draft Recommended Changes to the Code of Legislative Ethics.  He appointed Pat Freibert and Anthony Wilhoit to a committee to oversee and work on the recommendations to be submitted to the LRC by July 1.

John Schaaf discussed information received regarding the Bluegrass Institute for Public Policy Solutions. The information raises the question of whether the Bluegrass Institute should register with the Kentucky Legislative Ethics Commission. The Commission instructed staff to do further research on the matter and invite the Bluegrass Institute to appear at the next Commission meeting to explain the Institutes activities, if any, regarding the Kentucky Legislature.
Kara Daniel discussed legislative agents’ involvement with unauthorized campaign committees. The Commission discussed whether a legislative agent can hold a leadership position in an unauthorized campaign committee. Some members stated no, legislative agents should not hold leadership positions in this situation.

There being no further business, Chairman Troutman adjourned the meeting. 
