Minutes

KY Legislative Ethics Commission

May 10, 2011
The Kentucky Legislative Ethics Commission held its regularly scheduled meeting at 10:30 a.m. in Room 129 Capitol Annex, Frankfort, Ky.

Commissioners Present:  Chairman George Troutman, Vice-Chair Pat Freibert, Judge David Barber, Deborah Jo Durr, Bob Fulkerson, Judge Paul Gudgel, Ann Henn, Norma Scott and Ray B. White.
LEC Staff Present:  Judge Anthony Wilhoit, Donnita Crittenden, Connie Evans, Michael Malone and John Schaaf.

Guests Present:  Senator Julie Denton, Senator Damon Thayer and Chris Lilly, Attorney for Senator Thayer.
Chairman Troutman called the meeting to order.  He stated that Senate President David Williams had re-appointed Norma Scott to the Commission and Speaker of the House Greg Stumbo had appointed Judge David Barber to replace Rebecca Tomblinson.  Judge Anthony Wilhoit administered the oath of office.

Judge Gudgel made a motion to re-elect George Troutman as chairman and Pat Freibert as vice-chair of the Commission.  Ann Henn seconded the motion.  All were in favor.

Chairman Troutman asked for approval of the minutes of the March 8, 2011 meeting with a suggested minor amendment to reflect reference of an Audit to Enforcement Counsel.  Mrs. Freibert moved and Mr. White seconded the motion to approve the minutes as written with the amendment.  All were in favor.

Chairman Troutman asked Senator Julie Denton to appear before the Commission to explain her failure to attend several sessions of the Current Issues Seminar over the past four years.  Senator Denton apologized and said she had incorrectly believed that listening to tapes of the seminars was consistent with the requirement to attend the seminars.
Chairman Troutman asked for a motion to go into executive session to discuss a pending complaint.  Mrs. Freibert moved and Mrs. Scott seconded the motion. All were in favor.
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Chairman Troutman asked for a motion to come out of executive session.  Mrs. Durr moved and Mrs. Freibert seconded the motion.  All were in favor.

Deborah Jo Durr made a motion to dismiss Complaint 11-LEC-02, Jerry Richardson v. Senator Damon Thayer, due to lack of probable cause.  Pat Freibert seconded the motion. All were in favor.

Donnita Crittenden informed the Commission that University Healthcare, an employer of legislative agents, has complied with staff requests to amend their reports based on an audit conducted by LEC staff.  This audit has been completed.
John Schaaf discussed the draft opinion OLEC 11-01, relating to a legislator’s question about an invitation to travel to Turkey, if the trip is largely funded by a non-profit group which does not employ a lobbyist.  The Commission instructed staff to send the legislator a letter and a copy of OLEC 94-35, which addresses this type of trip.  The draft opinion was not issued.

Chairman Troutman asked for a motion to adjourn.  Mr. Fulkerson moved and Mrs. Scott seconded the motion.  All were in favor.  The next meeting is scheduled for June 14, 2011.
