Minutes
KY Legislative Ethics Commission
May 14, 2019
The Kentucky Legislative Ethics Commission held its regularly scheduled meeting at 9 a.m. in Room 129, Capitol Annex, Frankfort, Kentucky.

Commissioners Present: Chairman Anthony Wilhoit, Vice-Chair Sheldon Baugh, Pat Freibert, Phil Huddleston, Dan Kelly, Dave Nicholas, Paula Sherlock, and Alecia Webb-Edgington. 

Commissioner Absent:  Anthony Goetz.
LEC Staff Present:  Donnita Crittenden, Lori Smither, and John Schaaf.

Chairman Wilhoit called the meeting to order. 

Chairman Wilhoit said House Speaker David Osborne appointed former Representative Alecia Webb-Edgington to a four-year term ending in 2023. He also said Senate President Robert Stivers re-appointed former Senator Dan Kelly to a four-year term ending in 2023. Judge Wilhoit administered the oath of office.

Mr. Nicholas made a motion to re-elect Anthony Wilhoit as chairman.  Mrs. Freibert seconded the motion.  All were in favor.

Mr. Baugh made a motion to elect Dan Kelly as vice-chair of the Commission.  Mr. Nicholas seconded the motion.  All were in favor.

Chairman Wilhoit asked for approval of the minutes of the April 9, 2019 meeting. Mrs. Freibert made a motion to approve the minutes as written. Mr. Huddleston seconded the motion. All were in favor.

John Schaaf presented the staff report.  He said the budget is on track and in good standing.  Mr. Schaaf informed the Commission that many informal advisory opinions had been written since the last meeting, and they are included in the board books.

Mr. Schaaf discussed the Recommended Changes to the Code of Legislative Ethics. The Commission decided to create a Recommended Changes Subcommittee to review and recommend changes the Commission should submit to the LRC at the next meeting. Chair of this Committee is Dan Kelly, Dave Nicholas and Paula Sherlock were also appointed as members.
Mr. Schaaf discussed lobbyists making campaign contributions to legislators and campaign caucus committees.
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Judge Sherlock made a motion to have Commission staff follow up on the contributions.  If a lobbyist or a legislator does not comply with the letter mailed to them by Laura Hendrix, the Commission instructed that a complaint should be issued against any person who may have made or accepted a contribution in violation of the ethics law. Vice-Chair Kelly seconded the motion. All were in favor. Mrs. Webb-Edgington abstained from the vote.
Mr. Schaaf asked the Commission to approve giving Laura Hendrix the same five percent increment that all other legislative branch employees receive after six months of new employment.  Mr. Huddleston made a motion to approve and Mr. Nicholas seconded the motion. All were in favor.

The next meeting is scheduled for June 18, 2019. There being no further business, Mr. Baugh made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Mrs. Freibert seconded the motion. All were in favor.
