Minutes

KY Legislative Ethics Commission

June 9, 2026
The Kentucky Legislative Ethics Commission held its regularly scheduled meeting in room 169, Capitol Annex, at 10 a.m.
Commissioners Present: Chairman Dave Nicholas, Christopher Lilly, Joe Palumbo, Gail Russell, Sal Santoro, Vice-Chairman Mike Shull and Arnold Simpson.
Commissioners Absent: Derrick Ramsey
KLEC Staff Present: Donnita Crittenden, Robert Jenkins, Larisa Plecha, Steven Pulliam and Lori Smither.
Guests: Matt Golden, Attorney.
Chairman Nicholas called the meeting to order at 10:14 a.m.
Chairman Nicholas informed the Commission a Chair and Vice-Chair would need to be elected. Vice-chair Shull made a motion to re-elect Dave Nicholas as chairman. Mrs. Russell seconded the motion. All were in favor.

Mr. Santoro made a motion to re-elect Michael Shull as vice-chair of the Commission. Mr. Lilly seconded the motion. All were in favor.

Chairman Nicholas asked for approval of the minutes of the March 9, 2026 meeting. Mr. Lilly made a motion to approve the minutes as written. Mrs. Russell seconded the motion. All were in favor.
Lori Smither discussed the Commission’s budget. Mrs. Smither stated the budget is on track and in good standing. Mr. Santoro made a motion to accept the financial statement (budget) as presented. Vice-chair Shull seconded the motion. All were in favor.

Ms. Smither informed the Commission on the employer and lobbyists forms received at the Commission office during the 2026 legislative session. All forms have been entered, processed and filed. The next filing deadline is September 15th and covers the May 1 to August 31, 2026 reporting period.
Steven Pulliam stated many informal advisory opinions had been written since the last meeting and they are included in the board books.
Mr. Pulliam informed the Commission the General Assembly had approved an across the board 2% salary increase for Legislative Research Commission and executive branch employees effective July 1, 2026 and an additional 2% in July, 2027. He recommended the Commission approve the same salary increase for KLEC permanent, full-time employees. Mr. Lilly made a motion to approve the 2% raise for 2026 and the 2% raise for 2027. Vice-Chair Shull seconded the motion. All were in favor. 
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Mr. Pulliam informed the Commission on the status of the Commission office moving to a larger location. The Kentucky Finance Department, which oversees government space leases, spoke to the current landlord and reached an agreement for them to extend the current lease for 6 months to allow staff to figure out the next steps.

Mr. Pulliam discussed the draft Recommended Changes to the Kentucky Code of Legislative Ethics that will be sent over on July 1st to the LRC for review. Mr. Lilly made a motion to approve the draft Recommended Changes as presented. Mrs. Russell seconded the motion. All were in favor.
Mr. Santoro made a motion to go into executive session to discuss pending complaints. Mr. Lilly seconded the motion. All were in favor.
Mrs. Russell made a motion to come out of executive session. Mr. Lilly seconded the motion. All were in favor. Chairman Nicholas stated for the record that all discussions during executive session were limited to complaints.
Vice-Chairman Shull made a motion to find no “reason to believe” that the respondents named in complaints 26-LEC-02, 26-LEC-03 with a letter, 26-LEC-04, 26-LEC-06, 26-LEC-07, 26-LEC-08, 26-LEC-09 and 26-LEC-10, have committed or is about to commit a violation of the Legislative Ethics Code. Therefore, pursuant to KRS 6.686(1)(d)(3), the complaints should all be dismissed. Mr. Santoro seconded the motion. All were in favor.
Mrs. Russell left the Commission meeting at 11:30 a.m.

Vice-chair Shull made a motion to go into executive session to discuss a pending complaint. Mr. Lilly seconded the motion. All were in favor.
Mr. Lilly made a motion to come out of executive session. Mr. Palumbo seconded the motion. All were in favor. Chairman Nicholas stated for the record that all discussions during executive session were limited to a complaint.
Vice-chair Shull left the Commission meeting at 12:47 p.m.

Mr. Palumbo made a motion to find “reason to believe” that the respondent named in complaint 26-LEC-05 has committed or is about to commit a violation of the Legislative Ethics Code. Mr. Lilly seconded the motion. Four Commission members voted yes, one member voted no, therefore, pursuant to KRS 6.686(1)(d)(3), no majority vote of the Commission was received, the complaint is dismissed. 

The next regular meeting was scheduled for Tuesday, July 14, 2026 at 10 a.m. There being no further business, Mr. Simpson made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Mr. Lilly seconded the motion. All were in favor.
