Minutes

KY Legislative Ethics Commission

July 9, 2013
The Kentucky Legislative Ethics Commission held its regularly scheduled meeting at 10:30 a.m. in Room 129, Capitol Annex, Frankfort, Ky.

Commissioners Present:  Chairman George Troutman, Vice-Chair Pat Freibert, Judge David Barber, Bob Fulkerson, Judge Paul Gudgel, Vernie McGaha and Norma Scott.
Commissioners Absent:  Deborah Jo Durr.
LEC Staff Present:  Judge Anthony Wilhoit, Donnita Crittenden, Connie Evans, Michael Malone and John Schaaf.

Chairman Troutman called the meeting to order.
Chairman Troutman asked for approval of the minutes of the May 14, 2013 meeting.  Mrs. Freibert moved and Judge Barber seconded the motion to approve the minutes as written.  All were in favor.

Judge Wilhoit reported on the budget for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2013 and was requested to furnish to members additional information regarding expenditures for “commodities”.
Judge Wilhoit discussed draft opinion OLEC 13-01 (superseding 93-18).  The opinion addresses the question of whether an association, which is an employer of lobbyists, and which hosts a banquet, is required to report an expenditure for food and beverages provided to a legislator, if that expense is paid by a local affiliate of the association.  The opinion states that the employer is not required to report the expenditure unless the employer reimburses the local affiliate for the expense.  Judge Barber made a motion to approve the opinion as written.  Judge Gudgel seconded the motion.  All were in favor.

John Schaaf discussed the Heartland Ethics Conference which took place in June in Louisville, Ky. The Commission approved staff spending up to $1000 on the Conference.  John Schaaf reported $958 was spent to assist the Registry of Election Finance, which hosted the conference.
Chairman Troutman recommended staff randomly pick employers and/or legislative agents to audit to be sure expenses are reported correctly.  The Commission agreed, all were in favor.

Chairman Troutman asked for a motion to adjourn. Mr. Fulkerson moved and Judge Gudgel seconded the motion. All were in favor. The next meeting is scheduled for August 13, 2013. 
