Minutes

KY Legislative Ethics Commission

August 19, 2014
The Kentucky Legislative Ethics Commission held its regularly scheduled meeting at 10 a.m. in Room 131, Capitol Annex, Frankfort, Ky.

Commissioners Present:  Chairman George Troutman, Vice-Chair Pat Freibert, Charles Borders, Bob Fulkerson, Elmer George, Judge Paul Gudgel and Norma Scott.
Commissioners Absent:
Deborah Jo Durr and Henry Stephens, Jr.
LEC Staff Present:  Judge Anthony Wilhoit, Donnita Crittenden, Connie Evans, Michael Malone and John Schaaf.

Chairman Troutman called the meeting to order. 

Chairman Troutman said Senate President Robert Stivers had appointed Charles Borders to the Commission for a four year term.  Judge Wilhoit administered the oath of office.

Chairman Troutman asked for approval of the minutes of the May 7, 2014 meeting.  Mr. Fulkerson moved and Vice-Chair Freibert seconded the motion to approve the minutes as written.  All were in favor.

Donnita Crittenden informed the Commission the KLEC website is required to switch from a CMS web application to a Sharepoint web application in the next few months.  The cost to move the website will be $6,570.  She also stated new computers, a printer and a server need to be upgraded.  Judge Gudgel moved and Mrs. Scott seconded the motion to approve these costs.  All were in favor. 
Judge Wilhoit informed the Commission that statutory changes in the Kentucky Code of Legislative Ethics went into effect on July 15, 2014.  With the changes, the forms, website, and regulations will need to be updated.

Judge Wilhoit discussed the ethics law changes relating to candidates, and the intent of the new law.  Candidates are being invited by employers and legislative agents to events where food and beverages will be provided.  The Commission will consider any requests that come up regarding this law change. Commissioners said the law was changed to create a fair playing field between legislators and candidates.
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John Schaaf reported to the Commission there are three pending lawsuits which relate to the Commission.  Edward Flint v. Ky. Legislative Ethics Commission, Kurt Lowe v. Commonwealth of Kentucky, et. Al., and John Arnold v. Ky. Legislative Ethics Commission.

Vice-Chair Freibert made a motion to adjourn, and Mr. Borders seconded the motion.  All were in favor. 
