Minutes

KY Legislative Ethics Commission

August 25, 2026
The Kentucky Legislative Ethics Commission held its regularly scheduled meeting in room 129, Capitol Annex, at 10 a.m.
Commissioners Present: Chairman Dave Nicholas, Christopher Lilly, Joe Palumbo, Derrick Ramsey, Gail Russell, Sal Santoro, Vice-Chairman Mike Shull and Arnold Simpson.
Commissioners Absent: None.
KLEC Staff Present: Donnita Crittenden, Larisa Plecha, Steven Pulliam and Lori Smither.
Chairman Nicholas called the meeting to order at 10:14 a.m.
Chairman Nicholas asked for approval of the minutes of the June 9, 2026 meeting. Mr. Lilly made a motion to approve the minutes as written. Mr. Ramsey seconded the motion. All were in favor.

Steven Pulliam and Lori Smither discussed the Commission’s budget for fiscal year 2025-2026. Mrs. Smither also stated the current budget is on track and in good standing. Mr. Simpson made a motion to accept the financial statements (budget) for fiscal year 2025-2026 and for July 2026 as presented. Mr. Santoro seconded the motion. All were in favor.

Ms. Smither informed the Commission on employer and lobbyists forms, she stated the next filing deadline is September 15th and covers the May 1 to August 31, 2026 reporting period.
Ms. Crittenden updated the Commission on the desktop application, online filing and the searchable register upgrade.
Mrs. Plecha stated many informal advisory opinions had been written since the last meeting and they are included in the board books.
Mr. Pulliam discussed the upcoming COGEL Conference held December 6-9, in Denver Colorado. Any Commission members wishing to attend should contact staff to make arrangements.

Mr. Simpson made a motion to go into executive session to discuss confidential complaints and ethics opinions. Mr. Lilly seconded the motion. All were in favor.
Mr. Ramsey made a motion to come out of executive session. Mr. Lilly seconded the motion. All were in favor. Chairman Nicholas stated for the record that all discussions during executive session were limited to complaints and opinions.
The next regular meeting was scheduled for Tuesday, October 13, 2026 at 10 a.m. There being no further business, Mr. Lilly made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Mr. Simpson seconded the motion. All were in favor.
