Minutes

KY Legislative Ethics Commission

September 9, 2025
The Kentucky Legislative Ethics Commission held its regularly scheduled meeting in room 169, Capitol Annex, at 10 a.m.
Commissioners Present: Chairman Dave Nicholas, Christopher Lilly, Tanya Pullin, Gail Russell, Sal Santoro, Vice-Chairman Mike Shull and Arnold Simpson.
Commissioners Absent: Marie Rader.
KLEC Staff Present: Donnita Crittenden, Robert Jenkins, Steven Pulliam and Lori Smither.
Guests: Anna Whites, Attorney and Thomas Clay, Attorney.
Chairman Nicholas called the meeting to order at 10:19 a.m.
Chairman Nicholas asked for approval of the minutes of the July 8, 2025 meeting. Mrs. Russell made a motion to approve the minutes as written. Mr. Lilly seconded the motion. All were in favor.
Chairman Nicholas announced the first order of business was a pending Motion to Dismiss and Response that was submitted to the Commission. He stated the discussion will be held in open session but the deliberation would be in closed session. Chairman Nicholas appointed Vice-Chair Mike Shull to be the hearing officer for this part of this meeting. 
The Motion to Dismiss was filed by Anna Whites, Attorney for Representative Daniel Grossberg, regarding pending cases 24-LEC-03 and 24-LEC-06, as consolidated. This motion was issued for Breach of Privilege regarding the Personal Service Contract for the Enforcement Counsel of the Commission, Robert Jenkins, not being properly contracted with the Commission. Enforcement Counsel for the Commission, Robert Jenkins, filed a response to the Motion.
Ms. Pullin made a motion to go into executive session to discuss the pending Motion to Dismiss and Response. Mr. Simpson seconded the motion. All were in favor.
Ms. Pullin made a motion to come out of executive session. Mr. Santoro seconded the motion. All were in favor. Chairman Nicholas stated for the record that all discussions during executive session were limited to the pending Motion to Dismiss and Response, and no final agency action was taken.
Mr. Lilly made a motion to have the record reflect, that earlier this morning, the Government Contract Review Committee (GCRC) met this morning, Chairman Nicholas witnessed the Committee approve a retroactive contract for our Enforcement Counsel, Robert Jenkins. Ms. Pullin seconded the motion. All were in favor.
With respect to Case Nos. 24-LEC-03 and 24-LEC-06, as consolidated, Vice-Chairman Shull made a motion to deny the Motion to Dismiss filed on August 18, 2025, by Anna Whites, Attorney for Representative Grossberg. Mrs. Russell seconded the motion.
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Chairman Nicholas asked for a staff report. Donnita Crittenden informed the Commission that a reporting deadline was next week for employers and legislative agents (lobbyists). 

Lori Smither discussed the Commission’s budget. Mrs. Smither stated the budget is on track and in good standing. Ms. Pullin made a motion to accept the financial statement (budget) as presented. Mr. Santoro seconded the motion. All were in favor.

Steven Pulliam stated many informal advisory opinions had been written since the last meeting and they are included in the board books.
Chairman Nicholas updated the Commission on the Executive Director search and appointed Donnita Crittenden as Acting Executive Director until the Executive Director position is filled.

Mr. Lilly took a moment to acknowledge former Commission member, Representative Jeff Greer, who unexpectedly passed away in July, 2025. Chairman Nicholas observed a moment of silence in remembrance of him and his service to the Commonwealth.
The next regular meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, October 14, 2025, at 10 a.m. There being no further business, Ms. Pullin made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Mr. Shull seconded the motion. All were in favor.
