Minutes

KY Legislative Ethics Commission

September 14, 2021
The Kentucky Legislative Ethics Commission held its regularly scheduled meeting via Zoom video teleconference.
Commissioners Present:  Chairman Dave Nicholas, Sheldon Baugh, Ernie Harris, Jr., Vice-Chair Michael Noftsger, Tanya Pullin, Gail Russell, Paula Sherlock and Anthony Wilhoit.
Commissioners Absent: None. 

LEC Staff Present: Donnita Crittenden, Emily Dennis, Laura Hendrix and Lori Smither.
Chairman Nicholas called the meeting to order at 9:25 a.m. 
Chairman Nicholas asked for approval of the minutes of the June 8, 2021 meeting. Judge Wilhoit made a motion to approve the minutes as written. Mr. Harris seconded the motion. All were in favor.
Mrs. Hendrix presented the staff report. She updated the Commission on the current office procedure due to COVID. She also informed the Commission that Tony Goetz had resigned in August and Paula Sherlock was also resigning effective September 30th. 
Mrs. Hendrix also stated the budget is on track and in good standing.  Judge Pullin made a motion to approve the budget as written. Mr. Harris seconded the motion. All were in favor.
Concerning the failure to register and report by Child Care Council of Kentucky and its legislative agents, Mrs. Hendrix informed the Commission all registrations and forms had been received and fines have been paid.  This issue has been resolved.
Mrs. Hendrix informed the Commission that staff had met with the Legislative Research Commission’s financial team to go over KLEC office financial procedures to make sure all office expenses are paid and recorded correctly.

Mrs. Hendrix updated the Commission on proposed Ethics legislation for the 2022 legislative session.  She has spoken to several legislators about sponsoring a bill. This bill will be based on the approved Recommended Changes submitted to the LRC in July.

Mr. Noftsger presented the staff salary report and made a motion.  The Salary Committee, which includes Vice-Chair Noftsger as chair of this committee, Anthony Wilhoit and Dave Nicholas due to the resignation of Tony Goetz.  This Committee recommends a 5% increase in salary for Lori Smither, Donnita Crittenden and Emily Dennis to be effective October 1st. They further recommend a 5% increase for Lori Smither, Donnita Crittenden, Emily Dennis and Laura Hendrix to be effective March 1, 2022.  Judge Sherlock seconded Mr. Noftger’s motion. All were in favor.
Emily Dennis updated the Commission on the upcoming COGEL conference in December.  It has been switched to a virtual event. Mrs. Dennis encouraged members to attend. She also informed the Commission about office procedures to comply with the  Kentucky  Open   Records 
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Act and the upcoming special election to fill three vacant legislative seats. Candidates must file a financial disclosure form with the office.
Donnita Crittenden updated the Commission on the status of the new database being written by the LRC computer staff programmers.  She also informed that the Commission website has been updated and all hyperlinks have been fixed.

Lori Smither updated the Commission about creating an account with the Libraries and Archives to open and maintain the history of the agency so there is a paper backup of staff produced publications in an offsite location.

Mrs. Hendrix stated many informal advisory opinions had been written since the last meeting and they are included in the board books.
Chairman Nicholas took a few moments to recognize the service of Paula Sherlock for her outstanding service on the Commission.

The next regular meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, October 12, 2021, at 9 a.m. There being no further business, Mr. Harris made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Mrs. Russell seconded the motion. All were in favor. 
