Minutes

KY Legislative Ethics Commission

September 22, 2009
The Kentucky Legislative Ethics Commission held its regularly scheduled meeting at 10 a.m. in Room 129, Capitol Annex, Frankfort, Ky.

Commissioners Present:  Chairman George Troutman, Vice-Chair Rebecca Tomblinson, Deborah Jo Durr, Pat Freibert, Bob Fulkerson, Ann Henn, Judge Paul Gudgel, and Ray B. White.
Commissioners Absent:  Norma Scott.

LEC Staff Present:  Judge Anthony Wilhoit, Crofton Bays, Donnita Crittenden, Connie Evans, Michael Malone and John Schaaf.

Guests:  Senator Ed Worley and Michael R. Eaves, Attorney for Senator Worley.
Chairman Troutman called the meeting to order.  
Chairman Troutman asked for approval of the minutes of the July 14, 2009 meeting.  Mrs. Freibert moved and Mrs. Tomblinson seconded the motion to approve the minutes as written.  All were in favor.

Donnita Crittenden informed the Commission that employers and legislative agents were able to use the new electronic filing system this month.  There were 2,350 forms filed on September 15th with over 1,500 being filed online.  She is continuing to work with the Commonwealth Office of Technology to improve the system. 
Chairman Troutman asked for a motion to enter into executive session to consider a pending complaint.  Mr. Fulkerson moved and Mrs. Henn seconded the motion.  All were in favor.

Chairman Troutman asked for a motion to come out of executive session.  Mrs. Tomblinson moved and Mrs. Henn seconded the motion. All were in favor.
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John Schaaf discussed two campaign contributions from lobbyists to candidates for the General Assembly.  In both of these cases, the contributions were returned to the lobbyist within the allowable period of time.  The Commission requested John look into one of the cases further and report at the next meeting.

John Schaaf discussed the 2009 Recommended Changes to the Code of Legislative Ethics.  The Code requires the Commission to submit recommended changes to the LRC.  Judge Gudgel made a motion to approve the recommendations as written.  Mrs. Freibert seconded the motion.  All were in favor.
Chairman Troutman asked for a motion to enter into executive session to discuss a pending complaint.  Mr. Fulkerson moved and Mrs. Henn seconded the motion.  All were in favor.

Chairman Troutman asked for a motion to come out of executive session.  Mrs. Durr moved and Mrs. Henn seconded the motion. All were in favor.

A motion was made by Mr. Fulkerson to approve an order in complaint 09-LEC-01, John Wernegreen v. Senator Ed Worley, alleging a conflict of interest violation.  The order dismisses the case against Senator Worley.  Mrs. Durr seconded the motion.  All were in favor.

Chairman Troutman asked for a motion to adjourn.  Mrs. Tomblinson moved and Mrs. Freibert seconded the motion.  All were in favor.   Next meeting is scheduled for October 13, 2009 at 10 a.m.

